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. Mr. Garthwait, -_  :... WEE. 
FH © you | publifhed' ' the "Excellent * Treatiſe, 
"THE WHOLE'DOFTT OF MAN-. 
It 1s your Felicity” to be" again inſtrumental 
to the profit of this Chnrch and®© Nation, 
by your Edition of theſe Religious and Pru- 
dent Inſtrudtigns. . And although the Addreſs 
be not ſo Univerſal in this, as in-rthe former 3 
yet this will have a large inflnence vpott' other, _ 
. - Conditions belfides Gentlemen : Their Converſe, ; 
if reformed, wilt be exemplary, and operative . 7 
upon others, . A Gemrtry that would afford an "3 
obedient Ear to theſe Admonitions, and a Clergy © 
that would to Piety and Learning, joyn Humility, , 
Modeſiy and Sobriety, will be the beſt Humane _® 
means to recover this ſinful Nation, and oppreſled- 
Church, from the Miſeries, Spiritual and, Civil, 
under which wenow groan. So that the Argu- 
ext 1s well choſen, and it is ſo managed, that 1 
know not what a Reader that is ſomewhat moroſe 
can deſire, which isnot here. The Author keeps 
cloſe to his intended Province and Deſign, his 
Reaſons are ſinewy and convincing, his Reproofs 
are ſeyere and grave, yet pleaſing.z and they 
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whom he chides, muſt needs. love him. There 
” js nothing in his Periods redundant or defective; 
he hatha Native E/egancy. that invites bis" Rees | 
' der; Varitty of Learning couched, not vaunted 
anda Perſpicuity ſuch,- as will make his Reaſon- 
ings appear to a weak Eye : A Mannal which is | 
enriched with all theſe Graces, ſhall (Itruſt)got. 
only be frequently and attentively peruſed, bur 
that it willlively afteQ,andfit clole to the Reins, 
and penetrate the Heart of the. Reader, eſpeciall) 
\ that Reader for whom it is deſigned and for thi 
Bleſſing on the, Gentry, jt 15 our: Duty to ſalicits 


the Divine Goodpeſb., : 1 
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PREFACE 


| \H E Authority of Cuſtom bath ſo A 
*: _ 4. more general prevalency than that of 


Truth; that he that ſhall adventure to 


ofa ba with this, may be thought not to have. 
well digeſted the prudent Caution of our Saviour, 
Luke 14.31. To "fi downand conſider whe- 


ther , be able with ten thouſand to meet 
hin that cometh againſt him with twenty 
thouſand ; for doubtleſs ſuch, and much greater is 


the odds F between theſe two Litigants, And:to the 


ion of this unwarineſs ] cannot but Joreſes the 
preſent Deſign very liable. 
2. GENT IL I TY has long fince confuted 


Job's Aphoriſm, Man'is born to labour, andin-. . _ 
flead py has pronounced toits Clients the Rich 
mais Soul take thine eaſe, eat, drink 
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F and be merry. A Gentleman is now ſuppoſed ts 
- be onlya thing of pleaſure, creature ſent into the 
* World, asthe Leviathatiintothe deep, totake his | 
paſtime therein, (and the better i0 compleat the 
Parallel, to devour his underlings too ) and then 'twill 
be no wonder if it be adjudged a ridiculous Soleciſm 
to attempt to define his Calling, whoſe very Eſſence 
is thought to conſiſt in having none. Nay, perhaps 
it will. bz deemed not only Sdferd bu malicious , -# 
Levelling projet, of robbing him of his Birth-right, 
f degrading him from thiſ; —__ which be: 
ong to his quality,and of moulding him again itto that 
vulgar Maſs, from which divine Providence and 
. humane Laws have diflinguiſhed him. But from 
this jealouſie I dare truſt the enſuing Leaves tobe - 
their own Vindicators. TR des 
3. I HAV E beennounconcerned ( much leſs 
inſulting ) SpeAazor of the Depreſſions the Geatr 
 bave p78 65% in 7 es tut but have ol | 
them my juſt tribute of compaſſion ; yet I confeſs, 1 
think thoſe ſcarce worthy a regret,in compariſon with 
thoſe volumary deſcents, too many of them have made 
from true worth and vertue. *Tis ſure afar leſs de- 
plorable ſpeflacle to. ſera Gentleman ſpoiled of his 
* Fortune by his Conſcience, than his Luxury, and 10- 
behold Lim under the ſiroke of the Headſman, than 


under 


ROE ALE 2,s lon _ a ara a he + {SN 
evi on 2 oe Ss i renee LE ZE. 
< \ Yo 0 A wuÞ: rey AS © 
. ht” a8 q P, > I it, 

8 *, 


ws x © vob, Bl IS $2.47 £3 LeAnn © odd 
SONErne- «a en ER OL EL ap 
LS CCI Is be 17 7's 
ET FL : fo DET 
i 4 I $3® % ev 


P. Fg 4 $ = - ” 

» NSN MO) , RNEDET. "1 46 Ms <7 : 
\-— 4s Oe a re Dna be AS 326 3 ode en A Pry bs. PP 

mW = [i Ny CE es Sh RT 3. AO CE os T7 3 ie 03 '# fy 

PN ET INE Cot REFE: [> k5 ae 1c ke A Pres Wh Es. £6. aA EA 

KEEL : 4 pI MP EEG rr is s, LE ESE RE 

vs > a: - Y = ws 92 ad 

- 


a 


1 o 5" wy; 5,4 
+ 8 WRAY 4. 54s 
— - LY R < 
F 
: 8.3 
ol 


FRYE 


FFACE. 


pa 5} 20S I 
# 9.25 5 wy 
ou 


; ooniler thoſe more infamous Executioners, his Luſt,or | 


Intemperance. Tet I fear-if the Martyrology even" of 


theſe. ſuffering Times were ſcamed, Venus and: © 
Bacchus would be found t have had many more 


Martyrs, than God and Loyalty. 


+ 4+ BU T Tb confeſs i an impertinence thus to : 


doing and ſuffering ill, 


balance the rwo miſchiefs of 


- 


 fmce "tix certain the latter is to be reſolved into the for- 


mer, and has no exiſtence of it ſelf, | but what it de- 


rives from that. Puniſhments are but the reſults of 
fin: and therefore whatever Malignity is in the 


Effeft, becomes intirely chargeable upon the Cauſe, . 
| | ſes as our great- 
eft, but our only unhappineſs This Conſideration ſhews. 

us the ſource of all our Sufferings, and is it ſelf no 


and we are to look upon'onr Fice not 


leſs obvious, than thoſe,” though one would think 'it 
as concealed as the head of Nilus, that ſhould only 


| obſerve how many otherOriginals of our Calamities art 


aſſigned, whileſt this is ſcarce dreamt of. This Jos 
nahis ſuffered to ſltep ſecurely in the Ship, while 
her more innocent Fraught is caſt over-board, Js 
nah 1.5, Every the af _—_ from without is 
charged as an Incendiary, wh alas, like Xtna,our 


own bowels ſe end out that fire, which has fo near Tee 


duced us to aſhes. But as in Diſeaſes we account 
the Diſerarysf the Cruſh fot ant mo mecſry 
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 flep tothe Cure; ſo certainly is it here, the conviftion 
of our guilt is a: maſt indiſpenſable Preparative to- 
' wards tbe eaſe of our Preſſures, and we muſt be hea- 
 vy laden! inthe Chriſtian ſenſe, Matth, 11. 28. 
before we ſhall ceaſe to be ſo'in the '&;1 | IS 
- 5. BU T fear men proceed inthis affair rather 
like Mountebanks than good Phyſicians, nſe ſome pal- 
liating Medicines to.allay the Effedls,or- perhaps. Anc- 
dynes to flupifie the Þ atient, and wholly negleQ.the 
Root of the Malady. Nor do I. appropriate this Er. 
_ ror #0 the Gentry, 'tis t00.vifible that all ſorts and 
qualities have too juſt a claim to it, to let any one go 
away with the Incloſure. But becauſe the Pre 
Deſuon makes them my xeculiar 'Province, I ſhall; 
waving all others, ail: my ſelf at this time torhem 
| ty, with this moſt paſsionate Requeſt, that they 
would not uſe that cruelty to themſelves, for -which 
Aralek ſlands branded towards Iſrael;Deut. 2 5. 
1.8. By their perſevering Impieties ſmite and defiroy 
thoſe feeble and faint Remains of their former Felici- 
; ties; but that they would now at laſt ſeriouſly advert 
zo-this their ſo great and important concernment, and 
itch upon the true Achan, that has thus long trous 
bled their Iſrael. ' 4nd. that being done, » flory © 
direfis the next ſlep of the Proceſs, even the bringing 
him to execution, cutting that off, which will elſe in- 


——fallth. 
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fallibly bring down a Fatal Exciſion upon themſelves. 
Nor is this to be deferred, for alas the Diſeaſe is come I 
z0 200 great a height, too dangerous a Crifis, to admit 
andy of the Remedy.  _ * The 
,.6. WHEN Egypt had ſmarted under a ſuc- 
ceſsion of miraculous P lagues for detaining the Ira- 
elites, the Servants of Pharaoh importune him to 
releaſe them, and conclude their advice with this Pa- 
' thetique enforcement, Knowelt thou not yet that. 
Egypt is deſtroyed ? And God knows I may but too 
properly give the ſame edge to mine; For alas, 
Gentlemen, are not your Eſtates waſted, your Pris. 
viledges violated, your S plendors eclipſed, your Per- 
ſons reſtrained, your Families broken and ſhattered, 
your Dignities trampled upon by the meaneſl of the 
Pulgar, and finally your ſelves quite tranſpoſed in your 
ation, now made the T ail who were once the 
Head, Deut. 28.4 4- And is it not yet time to diſ- 
miſs thoſe $'ins which are the Authors of all this 2 If 
* you are ſlill of Pharaoh's mind, and reſolve to re- 
tain them, you are certainly no leſs obſlinate than he, 
| but much more irrational. He had ſomewhat of vi- 
ſible advantage to tempt him to detain the 1{raelites, 
they were his Slaves, wrought hard at his work,buils 
him Cities. But how far is that from the Caſe here! 
They are not your Slaves, but your T —— ; 
Tt ra 
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THE PREFACE 


which you are ſo unwilling to part with, tbofe that ſet 
you to the tileſt and moſt ſervile Drudgeries,and are 
fo far from bringing you in profit, 'thar' F may boldly 
make the Apoſtles challenge, Rem. 6:21. What 
fruit have you had of thoſe things? 4nd doubr 
not the only account you canbring in of your Harveſt, 
muſt be the Inventory of your Miſeries. We are wit- 
neſſes of many Houſes, many Cities they have demo- 
lifh'd and laid waſte, but we have no ſirnfture of 
theirs 10 ſhew, but a Babel of Confuſion.  - 

7. BUT alas, theſe your ſecalar Rnines are 
but their modeſt and petty out-rages. Take another 
wiew of them,and it will ke Ezekiel's Fifion; Ezek. 
6. 8, preſent you with more and greater abomina- 
tions than theſe, eventhe abomination of deſo- 
lation in the holy place; Tour fins have not only 
deſolated your own houſes, but Gods, That Beauty 
of his Ornament which he ſet in Majeſty, Ezet. 

9.20. hath by theſe your dereſtable things been ex: 
poſed 1o ſpoil and pollution, We are not yet grown ſo 
old in our miſeries as to have out-worn the af or avati- 
on of remembring our happier eflate. And how ſad,how 
wounding a contemplation is it to compare the paſt and 
preſent condition 'of This Charch ? Phen the 


Temple was rebuilding, the joy of that reflauration 
could not ſuppreſs the grief of thoſe who remembred 


the 
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the ſo much mire Glricus Fabrick of the firſt, but 
they Laid the famdation in their tears, the Texi ſays, 
They wept with a loyd voice, Nehem.3. 12. 
But what tears, what ejulatians Can be bitter or loud 
h for us, who are to lament not partial aud int- 
 perjeft repairs, but iatal ruines and vaſiations, that 
ſee the materials of our Sion now reduced to duſt and 
rubbiſh, who once ſaw them happily compaSied, built 
zopether as a City at unity in itſelf! — 
8. AND while we thus remember Sion, 
and are eur ſelves by the waters of Babylon, 'tis 
ſure butproper we it down and weep, bid, as 
theſe Captives ,Plal. 137. a ſolemn Adieu to all enter- 
zainments of joy and pleaſure. And would God we all, 
particularly you to whom I now ſpeak, did as exafly 
parallel them in this ſad andpiaus reſentment, as we 
do in the motives of it, that ſo your quarrel to fit 
might be acceuded to 'its full height, as that which 
an you at only of your ſpirinel? but { that which © 
many of you have more guſt of ) your carnal joys alſo. 
*Tis your fins, I would I could ſay yours alone, which 
have been the perſecuting Sauls, that have thus 
made havock of CONES. The Securities, 
Profaneneſs, and Licenciouſnels of your proſpe- 
rous days made the farſt breaches in her walls : and 
wow the Impenitence and incerrigibleneſs of your 
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 calamitous, like the Edomites, cry down with 
her, - down with her even to the ground. 
Twas amongſt the Jews a Capital Guilt ro curſe a 
"Parent,and ſhall it now paſs for an eaſie,or no crime, 


mot only to curſe, but deſtroy our common Mother, to 
abet and maintain thoſe Troops which thus defie,. yea 
invade her ? O why ſhould you not at laſt recall your 
exiled Piety, ru a holy and becoming intig- 
nation againſt theſe her cruel, her implacable Ene- 


9. BUT this you cannot be ſuppoſed to do, 


whileſt Tou arraign only other mens ſins, and leave 
your own out of the Indiiment. 


1 doubt not many 
of you do with diſpleaſure,perhaps mare than enough, 
charge her ruine upon the immediate Inſtruments ac- 
Cuſe the bold Intruſion of ignorant Teachers, of - ha- 
wing depraved her Do&rine; Ambition and Envy 
of impatient Inferiours,of ſubverting her Diſcipline , 
the Pride and Faftion of buſie Spirits, of diſturbing 
ber Peace ; the greedy Avarice of Sacrilegious per- 


ſons, of devouring her Patrimony. And theſe I 
ſhall not deny'to have been the ptr Heap that thus 


have mortally wounded ber. 
bred, that theſe were wielded and whetted by the 


Butlet it be remem- 
om whence they borrowed 


the 
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 "THE-PREFACE. | 
the guilt here, is but the artifice of ſlaying Uriah 
hats Swordof the Childrea of Ammon, 
which you' know acquitted not David-from being 'a 
Murderer. ' No, God knows, here lies a Cathaſs of 
a poor bleeding Church but which of you our Elders 
are qualified for the purgation the' Law aſsigns 'in 
that caſe, Deut. 21.8. which of you can ſay, our 
- hands have not ſhed this bloud, neither have © 
our cyes ſeen it ? 0% 4 RY 
10. YE T the leſs capable you are of thus 
waſhing your hands in innocence, the greater 
need you have to waſh them in Penitence,' and 
therefore ſmce as you are Sons to this Mother, the 
Office of Avenger of bloud devolves on you ;'O 
- bring forth fruits of Repentance, 6y diſchare- 
"ny? part faithfully; drag out theſe Criniaak 
which have taken Sanctuary in your breaſts, and 
there dwell ſecurely, as in a City of Refuge,and 
hew them in pieces, as Samuel did Agag be-. 
' fore the Lord® And as your incentives to this are 
 infanitely greater and more preſsing, | than in other 
murders, ſo will the effefs alſo-vaſily tranſcend 
thoſe of common Juſtice. That only revenges ;butthis 
may.repair the miſchief, recal the vital ſpirits,” and 
reunite the ſcattered limbs of this mangled body. Such. 
a2 Omnipotency is there\ in ſincere Fepentance, -that 
a 


= — goat; Lo. 


k 


that ex tirpating. Decree, whi 


Rt $5 6b 5" MD hetnbee. outs A G _ IP , Y , 
lo DA IS 2 RK : M dns Y f <A EL I no ti LS Be ng WEEN ETON ad ite 4:2 hs A WOE OO EN "TRI 
NO”. Yee! wr NE ky FE. Wk no 4 0h”, os IRS SRI CG v0 a IC WO K — M EY od Ob GO a eo 5% W.: 2 , 
ge os I LO NE. 2 = a IE3 FE ER Eno be oe I Ee EE a Le ae. 
he. COS os Canons Fg bu Ee © YL . 7 292 SE re FED, 4 ASES... Lf "WS Y Y SWF» BS I 4 he at 
LR X NNE Cott ag Oe Ry n DS ES Wl p : FE gt. . {FE Y 8 FOES 
So, -- g Dn 
Ft 4 . 5 -* . 
OW COIACHBA SL LAY 7 
Fe 


ro OE a ONES. 
GENES 


LE BELoG R YON £ » © = Bp - , q 
2B IE BR. : y . Os 

c 5%; : x Fe a ” 9 

ts ade very &E Ds SB 1 Selne th B's” oh "8 As s 

5 n . 
(1 x - 
J : , f : f o 
pl . 


it 1s able even to effeft a Reſurrefion. Othat you 
would be ambitious of working this Miracle; and by 
this pious Prodigy beget your. Mother, that you 
£5 "ag fo lng over her aſhes, till that nuiſture 
bad rendred them prolitical, and you ſee her ſpring 
out of her Urn. ... \* » ig 

11. T HIS, thisis your _ of reverſing 

| theſe Hamans' 
( your fins ) have procured. And if you negleft this, 


- 


| Mordecai s menace to Heſter will be zog applicable : 


to you * if God in his unfathomable mercy ſhould 
cauſe deliverance andenlargementto ariſe from”. 


{ 


ſome other place to this poor deſolate Church, yet | 


| ſee her in the Duſt, but ſtill chuſe rocheriſh thoſe 
 fmpieties which have brought her hither, yet even 


thoſe meiſeries, the ſenſe w ereof it will be impoſſible 
for you 10 avoid, or extinguiſh. Ef 55 | 
' .12, FOR als,torepreſent your fins.toyou as 


the Originals meerly of Temporal, whether Private or 


Public Ruines, is to give you too fair and flattering | 
ſay Shirmiſbes to a more diſmal flaughuer, the Pros 
togue 10 the Fatal Tragedy. . Toke their full charafles 


front 


th 
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from the Apoſile, Rom:6.21. The end of thoſe 
things is death, even death eternal. It js our uſual 
comfort againſt the perſecutions of men, that they can 
purſue us no farther than tothe grave * there, as 
Job ſpeaks, the weary be at reft. But this Ty- 
rant in our own breaſls has no ſuch limits to its ma- 
lice, but then eſpecially begins, when all other cruel- 
ties ceaſe, tortures infinitely by the gnaving, of that. 
worm which never dies, and the. ſcorchings of 
that fire which never ſball be quenched. 

13. AND now who can ſufficiently wonder at 
the infatuation, that Tou ſhould demur upon the dif- 
miſſing of ſo treacherous a Gueſt, that Tou ſhould 
her, this Viper in your boſoms, which Tou already, 
feel eating your Bowels, d evouring all your temporal 
falicities, and yet takes thoſe but in the way to your 
Heart, your more precious and eternal part? *Tis the 
common Maxime even of thoſe that receive advantage 
by the perfitonſnee of others, to love the Treafon, but 
hate the Traitor ; but here is that Rule quite inver- 
ted; Tou hate the Treaſon, are impatient of the af- 
flieti conſequences of your ſin, yet love the Traitor, 
hug that-in your cloſeſt Embraces. The Apoſile in- 
deed forewarns us of the Deceitfulneſs of lin, Heb. 
3-3. but ſure this is a pitch beyond that ; this is not 
deceit, byt inchanment, ſome powerful Philtrumit 
RG, aa Eat Pho ons a wF | niuſt 
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-muſt needs be, that can thus make men in love not on- 


ly with deformity, but diſeaſe. P 
14. BU T all the Magicians of Egypt 
are not able to ſtand before Moles, this Magick 
is not ſo irreſiſtible,but that Reaſon and Religion will 
yield Tou countercharms, able to diſ-incham Tou , if 
Tou will but ſuffer them to come in to your aid, Do 
but once ſtep out of the Devils Circle, the aflual ver- 
#iginous purſuit of your ſinful appetites, and give your 
Faculties ſome intermiſsion, ſo much breath from that 
hot chaſe as may qualifie them for a calm conſiderate 
view of other things,and then 'tis certain you will dif- 
cern, that Vertue has a much mere raviſhing appear- 
ance, iefnzey more delefable and enamouring, than 
s Opticks could puj . upon your Tube 


ſome attentive looks upon her ; let her once in at your 


eyes, and then leave her to make her own way to your 


beart. And this is ſure a very moderate requeſt , that 
Tou will but vouchſafe to look upon what is thus ami- 
able. And with what pretence can you deny it ? Tou 
who, to gaze on thoſe tranſitory Beauties which are_ 
only your ſnares,' ſlick at no difficulty, will be content 


_ fo Come { thoſe of Tou that have no other motives ) 


even to Church upon that errand; O do not here put 


off your curioſity, where alone it may avail yoth. but 
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rather take. this opportunity of hallowing that ( bj- 
therto prophane );part of your temper. +2 
14. I T has beennone of the Devils meaneſt or 

unluckieſt Arts to infuſe prejudices into mens minds 
againſt Chriftian Practiceby repreſenting it in the 
moſt averting forms. He changes ſhapes with it, 
and as he transforms himſelf - into an Angel of 
light, ſo he does this into one of Darkneſs,makes it 
appear a State-of the moſt diſmal ſadneſs and hore 
ror,, aregion of Antipodes to all Foy and chear- 
fulneſs. + And how much more ready men are to take 
the Devil at his word than Chriſt at his, who pro- 7 
feſſes bis Yoke ealte and-bis Burden light, ap- =: 
Pears too Cifuble in-the general averſeneſs thoſe have to 
Piety; who never ſo mach as tried it,but take up im- 
Plicite confuſed prejudices againſt it,and retain thoſe 
as faſt, as-if they were the *produfis of many years 
coſtly experiences. Aud 'tis to be feared, theſe have. 
taken the deepeſt root in the richeſ & all, they ſeeming 
no. where. more to flouriſh, than among. Tou of the 
higheſt Ruality. Tet ſure; of all others, Tou are maſt 
obliged to eradicate them, they implying ſuch a. groſs 
injuſtice,as any ingenuous mind muſibe aſbam'd of 
_ 16, Y O U will your felves ptadily pronouncs 

that Judge not only corrupt, but impudent:tþat Con- 
| aemns a perſon whoſe cauſe he neverheara-; yet if You 
| ki: will 
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will but reflef, you will find your own verdift re- 
bound upon your ſelves, with a Tu es homo, for 
*tis evidently your caſe here. It is time for you there- 


 forew be ſo juſt, if not t6.Fertue, yet to your own Re- 
putations,as t0 retraft that condemnatory ſentence,you 


have paſt upon her, and put on ſo much atleaſt of the | 
form of Faſtice, as to give. her a fair Trial. But 
this you cannot do by hearing the tongues of men and 
Angels plead for her none but her ſelf can manage her ; 
cauſe, you muſt admit her into your ſociety and com. | 
verſe, take her into ſuch a familiarity, as may bring 
ber within diſtance of your Obſervation, before you 
pronounce of her. In ſhort, if you will indeed render - | 
your ſelves competent Judges whether a Virtuous 
fe be a pleaſant or a diſmal thing, enter upon it, and 
let your own experiences be your informers. — 
.159. I CANNOT ſuſpe& the age ſode- 
generous, as not to believe there are divers particular 
perſons among you, whohave made the 'experiment, 
and to their T eftimony I dare appeal, and doubt not 
they will from Tudges turn Advocates, and recom- 
mend it to you, and ſure you will haveno cauſe in this 
inſlance to- wapye your wonted Priviled eof being fri- 
-  etbyyour Peers, to except againſt bo Judgment 
| in thecaſe, whobeingplaced in equal circumſtances | 
GO 19 you, muſt be ſuppoſed to underſland your uſt 
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Temptations fo Vice, from whence alone all the ſeem- 
ing difficulties and uneaſineſſes of Virtue do ariſe. 
18, I T werethe work of many Volumes t0 de- 
ſeribe the ſeveral diſtin Advantages towards a plea- 
ſant Being, which are wrapt ap in this one compre- 
henfive Felicity. I fhall inſtance only in that, to 
which the enſuing Tract particularly relates, anl 
thatis that it furniſhes you with a ſucceſſion of thy 


Apreeable and Chearful Imployments. Vertue is of 


a buſie and ative Nature, and as in its ſeveral Ope- 
rations it has an oppoſition to all the ſeveral forts of 


Fice, ſo inits very Conflitution and Principle it bears 


an avowed Antipathy to that ohe fertile Seminary of 


moſt other Sins, Tdleneſs; and fure the root : 


from that is no conternptible Benefit. For thonph 
you ſeem to challerige it as a conſiderable part 'of your 
| Inheritance, that you may [rot ahd do Nothing, aftd 
are very tenacious of that Claim ; yet, "tis moſt evi- 
dent, that what you contend for, us your PFrviletipe, 
your ſelves eſteem your burden, yea ſo much ſo; thit 
to berid of it you caſt away Eftate, Health, Soul wid 
all for company, imploy your felves the moſt ririnouf- 
ly, rather than endure to be Idle ; nay, quiite coifats 
your own Preterſfims to eaſe, by thoſe laborious -#nd 
zoilſome Vices, which you are fain to call Pleaſures, 
to render them tolerable, but hive certainly no pre- 
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tence to that Title on any other ſcore,but that they keep 
you going, E354 HB ek 
. 19. AND now what miregrateful Office can 
poſsibly be done for men in this Condition, than to ſhew 
them how they may free themſelves of this load without 
contrafling a worſe ; I mean theguilt of thoſe things 
which like Rehoboam converts Whups into Scor- 
_ Pions,yet are now fain to be reſorted to; as the. only. 
inſtruments of their relief. And this a Chriſtian 
Life will be ſure to do for you; It will conſtantly pro- 
vide. you with innocent divertiſements,nay much more, 
it will give you buſineſs, ſo excellent,and worthy the 
dignity of your Natures, ſo Noble and anſwerable to 
the Splendor of your Sualities, ſo every way agree- 
able tothe aims of Rational Men, that you vill hos 
cauſe to acknowledge with Our Church, that Gods 
Service is perfe& Freedom. rd 
20, I SHALL mnt undertake to give you a 
particular view of all the Severals of thoſe Employ- 
ments ;. Thoſe Precepts of the Goſpel which aſſign 
your Tasks, do ſufficiently inform you of the Nature 
and Excellency of them : iny whole Scheme is com- 
priſed in that One, which direfls an Attendance on 
_ that Calling wherein God bath placed men, . and 
therefore I am 10 treat only of thoſe particular Duties 
which are incumbent on you gs -Gentlemen, and 
DSL) | therein 
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therein ſhew you that conſidered as ſuch, you have a + 
Calling, and ſo free you of that reproach and miſery 

of being unprofitable burdens of the Earth, and  * 
then evince to you alſo that that Calling is ſo far from 2 
implying any thing of real toil or uneaſineſs, that it is 
only an Art of refining and ſt ublimating your Plea- 
ſures, rendring them more guſiful and exquifite, and 
ſowill ( if attended to) make good to you in earneſt 


your miſtaken pretence to a Lite of ſenſualuy and de- . © 
Jlight. ED, 55%. 1 
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 diſfipates and conſumes that:;Stock 
'Whictvis properly; his own;falls jaſt- 


finder the ſharper'and more fmarting Penance. of 
Poverty and Want :- But he that'is but. a--depu- 
ted*Manaper, if te negled: his Depoſſturs,: 1s:1i- 
able to {heavier weight both of On and 
Diſcipline. The weakneſs ofthe one way poſlibly 
meet with' ſomewhat ' of pity. 5 but the falſenels 
and treachery of the other is the objet of anani- 
verſaI'deteſtation; xnd'is oftentimes very ſevere- 
p Geo ſent 
parti lall 


injolyed inthe ſari - as 


Ter this bloat Cenfure of Folly, and uſually 


need by.thofe,' who; if:they would -ity-- - 
' refleQ; would find themſelves deeply 
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2. GOD has placed Mr inthe World, not 
as a Proprietary, but a Steward; he hath put ma- 
ny excellent things into his:poſſeſſton, but: theſe 
in truſt, to +be not.only kept, *but negotrated 
with, and by traffick improved tothe ute of the 
true owner : Yet herein dealing as a moſt boun- 
tiful Maſter, by not only promifing tranſcendent 
Rewards in the future to his fidelity, but -even 
annexing at the preſent ( as to the Heifer that 
treadeth out the Corn ) a 'moſt liberal ſubliſtence, 

. Interweaving his Intereſt ſo with his Duty, that 
the diſcharge of it is his only means of being hap- 
py evyenin this world. . _-: ©; 

2. THIS certainly ts the ſtate of mankind 
in general; every ('1 mean Rational ) perſon ha- 
ving ſomething of this kind intruſted to him, No 
man that hath underſtanding, be that of a higher 
or lower fize, but hathivariety-ef abilitiesof one 
ſort-or:: other, and>withal: that//aQuating.power, 

-which-ſhould ſet them on: wotk..! And thenfſhrely 
he that hath not been excladed from thereceiers, 
 maſtinot pretend -an :exemption;-from:;the, dil. 
- burſements, the tasks,' but 18-ungder-a-ſtrict.obh- 
' gation of improving what he haththusreceived,of 
brioging in fruit to the Granary,; as-well in order 
'to his own account and joy' tn the auditing; of: the 
Harveſt;as alſo to the glory of -God from; whom 
-alone he derives (and muſt impute)both the feed, 
-and irrigation,” and the very increafe. - ' And -he 
that ontheſe grounds and according to theſe mea- 
ſures? decently adminiſters his'Provinee.,.;fedu- 
louſly attends his duty in -this matter,” will. find 
_ x | ' himſelf 
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himſelf placed-in ſuch an active ſtate of bufinels, 
that he ſhall have little cauſe to ſuifget himlelf 
neglefted, or forgotten by God and Nature, or 
placed in the world without a Calling. 
4.FR OM what is thus 1ndiſpenſably re- 
quired of a/ men, no one rexk or individual of 
that ſpecies can plead an immunity. And there- 
fore till thoſe whom Birth, Education and Wealth; 
and the common dialect of the world hath made. 
known by the ſtyle of Gertlemen, ſhall think fit 
to expunge the latter part of thar title and dif- 
claimthenature of wer; as they are willing to 
do the duty, they muſt certainly retract this er- 
Tor, and acknowledge they have their ſhares in 
this common obligation, Ts 
.'5, NAY, indeedif they cauld ſo far imjtate 
the Prince of the morning, 38 to ſucceed to that 
rank which he was willing to leave, I mean to aſ- 
cend above Humanity and aflume the nature of 
Angels, yet even thither would this purſe and 
overtake them. - Among all the Qxders of thac 
divine Hierarchy they would not find one Patrom 
or Preſident of Idleneſs. For as theſpiritgality 
of their efſence renders. them more-agile and 
ative, ſothat aQivity is perpetually ;exerciſed 
in employing the divine abilities they have recet- 
ved; to the glory of God the donor : and that not 
only in bearing a -part in that Celeſtial Quire 
which inceflantly fings his praiſes, but in the 
mote laborious and ſervile offices of being fliint- 
ſtriog ſpirits, yea even to thoſe to whom both itt 
tefpeCt of natare afid innocence they are infiritely 
Ss 3 TP Kipeft® 
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ſuperior. And this they do with perfect alacri- 
ty and chearfulneſs, thinking it their greateſt 
honour and dignity tobe thus bufied. Their re- 
gitive Power over the world, ſaith Gerſon, #s not ſo 
ſaitable an ingredient for a Magnificat of their com- 
poſing, as that greater dignity of receiving and per- 
forming God's commands : An evidence how much 


the meaſures of honour differ between the Cour- 
tiers of Heaven, and” Earth, the Inhabitants of 


. that refined, and this groſs Region. Thusthen 
the proſpett lies before the Gentlemen : if he 


chuſe either to look level onthe fame nature. 


with himſelf; or dire his eyes upward on that of 
the glorious ſpirits that encompaſs Gods throne, 
he will not 1n all the Records of Earth or Heaven 
find ever a Patezt for ſloth, any Clauſe of Ex- 
emption in this univerſat Law. W4'2 oft 
6. N AY.ifthis 22a# 3x honoxr would bid fare- 


well to his Birth-right, and become like the beaſts - 


that periſh, Pial. 49. 20. if he could be content, 
in purſuit of this one fancied priviledge- of a 
Gentleman,to renounce all the real ones of aman,: 
and make Nebuchadnezzar's puniſhment his opti- 
on : yet neither the field'nor the foreſt could give 
him Sanftuary, afford him any number of afſo- 
ciates to aid, or but conntenance him in his mu- 
tiny againſt this divine decree,they would rather 
be his tutors and monitors to:obey it. For what 
rank everr of the moſt ſavage animals is there, 
which' we can' indict of the not employing thoſe 
faculties they havereceived? Are they not gene- 
rally in a perpetual and regular -motion- to thoſe 
E | ends 
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ends for which they were created, in continual 
exerciſe of thoſe powers with which.they are en- 
dued? Yeaſome of them with ſuch improvement 
toall their neceſlary purpoſes, that it hath rai- 
ſed a doubt whether they aft by inſtin& cr rea- 
ſon, by fancy or judgment. Pythagoras is dil- 
cernably on their ſide : and Ariſtotle that was leſs 
kind to them, ſeems by one ſaying ta haveyield- 
| ed the caulſe,. when' of thoſe creatures which, he 
ſaith, wart reaſon, he confeſleth that fancy ſap- 
plies its place. I need not take part in this dil- 
pute 5 whatſoever their faculties or Talents are, 
none can doubt of their uſe of them, or whether 
this their uninterrupted obedience to the Law of 
their Creation refle&s the proportionable glory 
on their Creator. | 

. 7» TO deſcend one degree lower yetz The 
very inanimate creatures afford their conſort to 
this divine harmony 3 every one of them perform 
thoſe offices, failnot in the exerciſe of all thoſe 
(not unactive)qualities God hath put into them, 
Fhe $xx hath'received a power of cheriſhing and 
enlivening terreſtrial bodies, and it folds not up 
its rays, but communicates and diſpenſeth them 
freely. - The Earth has received a power of fru- 
Ctifying, giving ſap and verdure to that which 
grows upon it, and it withholds not that vital 
moiſture, but like a tender nurſe ſends it forth 
liberally to all that expe& nouriſhment from her 
breaſts; and ſo proportionably ta all ather parts 
of this great. body. : And that all this ſerves to il- 
luſttate the glory of that omaipotent wiſdom 
nes FC which 
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' which hath placed them in this ſo excellent a ſub- 
ordination, 1s moſt viſible without the help of a 
perſpe&tive. When the Queen of 8heba ſaw the 
magnificence and regularity of Solomon's Court, 
ſhe brake out into an admiration of his wiſdom : 
And ſurely a far greater occaſion 1s miniſtred to 
all thoſe who contemplate the admirable order of 
the Univerſe, with all tranſportation of ſoul to 
magnifie and adore the divine Diſpoſer, of it; as 
we ſee frequently exemplified to usin the ſublime 
Raptures of the holy Pſalm;/?, who never better 
approves his right to be called the ſweet Singer of 
Iſrael, than on this raviſhing Theme. ure 

8. AND now canit be fancied a priviledge 
and dignity, to be the one jarring Fring in; this 
great Inſtrument? Todiſcompoſe this dividgeme- 
lody, and become the only unprofitable uſeleſs 
part of the Creation ? Shall thoſe whom God 
hath made /ttle lower than the Angels, ſubdue and 
debaſle their natures beneath the very loweſt rank 
of Creatures 2 And ſhall this {not humble but ) 
ſordid exinanition belook'd upon with reverence, 
courted as a preferment ? This certainly is ſuch 
an abſurdity, as wants nothing toits confutation, 
but merely to be conſider'd; And therefore if 

Gentlemen would: but foberly refle&, there is 
little doubt but they would refign at once their 

claim, and their value of this ſo defaminga piece 

* of honour, ſo abaſing an exaltation. wed 

9. WE can let down our+thoughts but .one 
ſtep lower, and that is 1nto'. the bottomleſs, pit 5 
and from thence fare none wil] deſire to ferch, a 

| preſident 1 
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prefident 3. yet if he did,even that black Region _ 
could not afford it. For though it muſt be con- 
feſled, thole accurſed ſpiritr accord not with the 
former inſtances, 1n reſpect of the end of their 
ations, yet they do in the aGtivity itſelf: theirs 
15 a buſie ſtate, ' though to an ill purpole 3 Satar 
goes to and fro in the earth, -Job 2. 2. and he walks 
about ſeeking whom he may devonr, 1 Pet. 5. 12. 
Yea he employes all his faculties too,makes; dili- 
gent uſe.of all that acuteneſsand dexterity,which 
either hisnature'or experience have furnjthed;him 
with, towards'that end he purſues. . So. that ir 
were a-wronging,a calumniating evenof the very 
Devil; to charge him with: idleneſs: which 
though it be aſin which yields him ſuch liberal 
crops, that he may well ſeek both to plant. and 
cheriſh it in humane nature, yet he cannot offer 
fuct violence to his own, as to become an Ex- 
ample of it. -: . 

Io. WE. may hence make a meaſure, how 
ſcandalous reproachful a thing this is, which net- 
ther Heaven, Earth, nor Hell it ſelf will own, 
but is like an illegitimate birth, diſclaim'd by 
all. How unreaſonable, nay how infamqus wall 
it then be, for thoſe to take up this-expoſed brat, 
to foſter this vice in their boſomes, who bave of 
alt others the: greateſt and moſt particular obli- 

ation todetelt it, as having received the moſt of 
thoſe Talents which engaged them.to ation? 
And that ſuch is the Gentlemes's condition,a llight 
inſpection will ſerve:to:demonſtrate. 
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Of Varieties of Callings. 
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.F OW fince the univerſal obligation, 
| which is incumbent upon all, and 


men haye received from God ſome abilities to ans 


ate, ſome-Talents to improve 3 it follows by . all 


Laws of inference, that thoſe who have received 
the moſt of theſe, can'of all others the leaſt rea- 
ſonably pretend to an Exemption, but muſt: an 


the contrary be acknowledged under the can- 


ſtraint of the ſtronger and more numerous ties, 
the general duty which herein lies upon all, ex- 
tending and ſpreading it felf into ſeveral Bran: 
mens receits. | 7 

2. HENCE it comes to paſs, that mens 
Calfings and employments become ſo various, not 
_.only by the free choices of the ſeveral meri,. but 


ches, according to the quality and proportion of 


even by the direftion and aflignation of God and 
Nature, becauſe one man is furmſhed with an | 


ability, which qualifies him for -one ſort of, cal; 
ling, another is by-his-diſtin{t propriety -markt 
- out for another::And:hence-alſo.it is, that thoſe 
calliogs, which are diftin&t in ſeveral perſons, 
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Y renders it ſtrict duty to have a Gal-' 
ling, reſts upon this undeniable ground, That al 
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may come to be united in one-man, becauſe the 
ſeveral abilities, which conſtitute thoſe Ca/ings,. 
concurring in him, the duties'muſt by unavoid- 
able conſequence do ſo alſo. This is in ſome de- 
gree obſervable in moſt, men, who.beſides the ge-' 
zeral powers-common to mankind, do receive. 
ſome peculiar 1n order to:ſome ſpecial end, and ſo 
are obliged not only to thoſe Exerciſes which be- 
long indifferently to their whole ſpecies, but to 
thoſs alſo. for which they axe individually qualifi- 
ed. ® Thus thoſe whom God hath called to Chri- 
ftianity, are by that impowred for thoſe perfor- . 
 mances which that holy profeſſion exadts, and fa 
| have'the calling of' Chriſtians ſuperadded to the 
other, which enther natural or civil obligation 
had laid upon them 3 ſo that the ſame man may 
have various calliogs, in relation to his differing 
capacities, unleſs as we diſtinguiſh- mens ſouls 
into the vegetative, the animal, and the ratia- 
nal, which-in ſtricter ſpeaking may be ſaid ta be- 
only divers operations of the Tame ſoul 3 ſo in : 
truth what we term ſeveral callings, be but the 
ſame comprehenſive one, ſtretching it ſelf into 
the ſeveral-faculties of the perſon. * 
- 1/3. I NE E D not attemptto evince the 'im- 
propriety of -the phraſe, twill ſerve my end as 
well that they.paſs far ſeveral, and the applicati- 
pn I-ſhall make of it, is to ſhew thoſe who areun- 
-willing-to hear of any CaVing at all, that they 
have obligations indiſpenſable to more than one. 
They have whatever can belong to them as men, 
they have allo what belongs to them as Chriſtians; 
h | | | gnd 
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and they have alfo a peculiar addition appertain- 
1ing'tothem/'as Gentlemen, that is by interpreta- 
tion, thoſe who are diſtinguiſhed from the vul- 
. gap, not only by empty. names and airy titles, 
but by. real donatives, diſtributed to. them by 


God, as fo many diſtin advantages, fertile and | 


prolifical abilities, towards the bringing him in 
his expected harveſt of honour and glory. 

4. I T is too much to be doubted, many of 
them may need admonition concerning the, #ws 
former of theſe callings 3 the duties even of men, 
much more of Chriftians being fo far worn out of 
practice that they ſeem to be out of memory 
to03 or if they be at all reflefted on, 'tis with 
the fame ſcorn that the antiquated habirs of our 
forefarhers are, as things fit only to dreſs a man 
up an object of laughter and deriſion. But this 
would be too vaſt a Theme, and beſides 1s ſuper- 
feded by the many pious labours of others. My 
purpo'e therefore 1s not to "treat at all of them, 
otherwiſe than they ſhall happen to be linked and 


interwoven, as 1n many particulars they are, with 


the third, that of the Geztlemas. 
5. AND here they need not fear that I mean 
to put the Spade or Hammer into their hands, to 


recuire them to become: either Husbandmen or 


Me:chanicks - .my whole Deſign is founded in 

chiir diftindtion from theſe, namely, in thoſe 

things, wherein either in kind or degreethey ex- 

cel them. Fhat many ſuch things [there are, 

they will need no Monitor at another-time, when 

thee Queſttan ts on y-of the Reverence and Re- 
| ſpect 
| 


— 
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ſpetdue from ſuch their Inferiors : In ſuch caſes 
every one can make large Scrolls and Catalogues 
( written, like Ez«zel.s Roll, within aud with- 
out ) of his Advantages and Prerogatives, and 
ſtretch them to the. exaCting the very laſt mite of 
Tribute they can (poſſtbly pretend ro. Butler 
them remember, that God is as. jealous of his 
Honour, as they can be of their own : and there- 
fore as they make thoſe Pre-eminences, inſtru- 
ments: of. attrafting.' Glory from thoſe below 
them, ſo they muſt alio of reverberating and re- 
turning it home tothatdivine Powerabove chem, 
who beſtowed them to that end, and. will not fi- 
nally be deluded 5; bur if they. will' difappoint his 
primary intention, that of baving his Grace glo- 
rifted in their faithful managery of thoſe Talents, 
they ſhall not be able to defeat his ſecondary, 
that of having his J=ſizce magmifried in the fatal 
doom of ſuch ſothfut ſervants 3 if they wilt envy 
him the moreagreeable ſatisfaction of beſtowing 
Rewards, they cannot defraud :him of | that 
(though inferior ) of executing vengeance. 
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The. Particulars of the Gemleman's Advantages 
_ above others, | | | 


7 UT to dwell nolonger on Generals, I 
| ſhall'' deſcend to particularize thoſe 
bd ) Advantages,by which they are ſevered 
and: di{criminated from the vulgar, and which 
conſequently by being peculiar to them, devolve 
on them an obligation of a diſtin# Duty. And 
here I ſhall be careful to prevent diſpute, and 
therefore take innone but what are ſoobvious,as 
to;be univerſally acknowledged ; and then having 
my. premiſles granted, I ſhall hope they-will not 
betray themſelves ſuch ill Logicians, as to refiſt 


S-_- 


ar diſclaim the'Conclufion. © 4s 
2, I BEGIN with that Advantage which 
they are earlieſt poſleſt of, that of an ingenuous 
and refined Education 3 of which, I hope none that 
hath had it, will ſo far confute the Efficacy, as 
todeſpiſe and undervalue it. What the Apoſtle 
urges in a higher Argument, Roms. 9. may be ap- 
pliable here. Mens minds are naturally of the 
fame Cley 5 Education is the Potters hand and 
wheel that forms them into Veſſels of honour or 
diſhonour. And though experience ſhews us, it 
1s t00 poſſible for Men tadeface thoſe nobler Im- 
| preſſions . 
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preflions which they have thus received;yet that 
makes it not ceaſe:to bein it felf a:njoſt eſtimable 
| Bleſſing,: any more than that excellency of Gods 
Image wherein Man was created, could be deta- 
ced by his Fall; : It is: certain, there 1s'no- Hu- 
mane means more. effectual towards the refining 
and ſharpening Mens intellecs, giving them an 
edge and quickneſs 3 and that the more, betauſe 
It takes them in that age wherein their faculties 
are, as their joynts, -pltant- and tractable, and fo 
capable of being by exerciſe improv'd into.great 
degrees, both of ftrength and adGivity. Thi \Ad- 
vantage the meaner ſort generally want; theex- 
penſefulneſs of ſuch a breeding fets it-beyond 
their reach : Theindigence of: whoſe condition, 
doth on the contrary determine their purſuitsto 
thatonly, which may bring them ina ſubſiſtence, 
faſtens them to the Shop or Plough,ard fo leaves 
their minds uncultivated and unapt- for thoſe 
more excellent produttions which the: happier 
Inſlitution of Gentlemen enable them for 3 ag we 
ſee it obſerved by the Wiſe-manz Ecclws. 38.25. 
tothe end of that. Chapter. BE 8 136: ies 
3. A SECOND Advantage is that ef 
}ealth, which to Gentlemen ſeems to be; as: it 
were, rained down from the Clouds, both 1n re- 
ſpe of the plenty and the eafineſs of its acquiſi- 
tion. Fair Patrimonties, large Inheritances deſcend 
on ther'without one drop of their ſweat, one mi- 
nutes toil or ſolicitude, as if they wege the un- 
doubted'Heirs of the-Zſrae/ites BleſlirfFs, Succef- 
fors tir their Canarn, who were to poſſe Houfts, 
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| fall of all good things which they filled not,ond Wells 
digged which they digged not, 'Vineyards and Olive- 
trees which they planted mot,” as it is, Dent. 6, 11. 
'The Poethath placed it inthe front ofhisJaven- 
tory; the prime ingredient in the completeſt fe- 
;Heity of this life, Res or parta labore ſedrelifba : 
whereas on the other (ide the lower rank of Men 
Fetch their mere neceſlaries out of the Earth. 
which being; as it were; :hardned and: petrified 
by: Adam's fin, muſt be molhfied and ſuppled 
-with their ſweat, before it will became ipene- 
<trable, will not yield them food, but gives them 
-alſo a portion-of ſorrow withit. They muſt firſt 
: be torn with thoſe Thorns arid Briars which cover 
Her ſarface,before they can fetch: nourtſhment 
<outof her Bowels ;\they. muſt buy thew: Bread 
-with'theirſweat, as tf they -had-ingrofled-the pe- 
-nalry of their firft Fathers fin, whilſt Gentlemen: 
ſweat only at the .engagement.of their ſports, or 
bythe direftion of :the Phyſtevarr, todigeſt their 
MFulneſs of Bread: Which every .one-muft con- 
.Feſs a ſufhotent inequality. Petia 2 
4. A THIRD is that of Tie. This de-_ 
perids by way of.conſequenceon the former.:For 
'God having made ſuchliberal-proviſions forthem, 
-thus prevented them with the Bleflings of his 
'Goodneſs,they can haveno:needto.employ:their 
time. to gain that, wherewith they already 
abound 3 and ſo being exempted from:that one 
—_—_— pence of it, have a greatiſtock to be- 
ftow on ofher more excellent purpoſes: 'whereas 


the poor Man hath ſcarce any vacant minute, or 


fuels 
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ſuck as he canrcall his: own.. "Þ'bey are all fare- 
ftalledby thoſe ipreſtingneceſlitics whichlie,un- 
\removeabletupon-him. His day-hours are chal- 
\tenged:byibis labour, bis nights by: his reſtz and 
-thedatisfying of theſe! Claims ſo necelſlary, 'that 
his'owa :fupport; | perbaps that alſo of anumerous 
family iYepends upon 1t 5 and therefore he may 
not attempt to defeat them. So that if Tixee- be 
tobeaccounted a: Freaſure, as undoubtedly. at 1s, 
hereris a ſecond-ſortof Poverty towhich hewex- 
poſedas arelult obthe:former 3 and another ma- 
nifeſt 1ncqualityibetweenihim .and:;the Ger#le- 
FRAN... 7.5 of. HIDE) Fe) a & $978 14 
5. A FOURTH-1s that of: Authority, by 
which-mean not that-which -belongs :torthaie 
which:are:advanced:to-Publick-Office 5 for.-that 
being: peculiar ro-ſome! few-orly,. will not bearia 
_ -diſtin&;part in my preſent confideration;- ibut/I 
underſtand by -it:that :more- private influence 
-which Gentlemen generally have on thoſe that.arc 
their Dependents..And-this alſo.may ibe geokon- 
ed ancfied of the former, their'Wealth-: iFor-in 
;proportionto that, thenumberof Servants,''Te- 
'nants,rand Penſioners, (yea; pethaps:of Friends 
'to0 15 tobe-meaſured: And over:all:theſe they 
have ſomewhat (though not-oftabſolute.deſpoti- 
cal dominion; yet ).of-ſ{way and prevaleney,Qn 
| the-other'fide, the;poor Mans authority js-bound- 
-ed within the narrow circuit of, his:little:cottage, 
- beioganefie@ no other:than the-propagation: df 
that Power Nature: hath given him: over-his:own 
' body, to thoſe Branches which: ſpring from, 


' his 
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his Children ; and to that Cien which is ingrafted 


into it; his Wife. Andif he ſhall but; peep. oat 


of this litcle Principality, attempt to.inlarge is 
Territories, and preſcribe to any Foreigner; he 
will ſoon be taught how-little his power is. ac- 
knowledged, and conſequently how great. a di- 
"ſtance he ſtands in this particular alſo from the 
Gentleman. | 2691 2,514 [$1.57 E>: 
6. THE fifth is that of Reputation: and 
Efteem 5 which as the World goes, is a ſhadow 
that waits only on the greater: Bodies: - Wealth 
 and-Honour: are the things that render any perſon 
conſiderable amongſt Men, prepare them-with 
an aptneſs to embrace. his /DiQates, to confider 
his Counſels, to tranſcribe his: Copies: And 
though now itoften fallsout tobear unjuſt:mea- 
fure, yet-perhapsit may have no unjuſt Original. 
Forif ſuch perſonsdid makeufeof thoſe;advanta- 
-ges they have;'to make their :Minds as rich as 
their Fortunes; this were-:but their due.'::And 
therefore if it be paidthem upon this ſuppoſition, 
-1t 1s they only that are guilry of the injuſtice, by 
- defeating the ground of 1t;'+ But by what tenour 
- ſoever they hold it, 'tis ſure3:it may be made: an 
apt Inſtrument to many 'good-: purpoſes, ' and 


therefore well deſerves to beaccoumted-mto the 
number of their advantages.* [But now'f} you - 
took on the poor Man, you ſhall ſee him loaded 


with Contempts, from which; no inward Excel- 
tencies he poſſefles can reſcue him. It is: the ob- 
ſervation of the wiſeſt of Men, that the/poor mans 
iſdom is deſpiſed, Eccleſ. 9. 16: So' hated and 
feorned 
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ſcotned a thing is Poverty; that it ſeems the Fate 
of it is infeftious, and caſts reproach upon the 
moſt eſtimable things that cohabit with it. The 
world is ſofull of inſtances of this truth, that we 
need go no-higher than our own times. ' But if 
we ſhould look back, we may find one as ancient 
as Job.who-in his own perſon experimented theſe 
_ diſtarit effets of Proſperity and Adverlity. 
While he was in a flouriſhing condition'Mer gave 
ear to him, and waited and kept ſilence at his coun- 
' ſel. After his words, they ſpake not_ again, and his 
ſpeech dropped 'on them, Job. 29.21, 22: But in 
the next Chapter-we find the Scene quite chang< 
ed; and this reverenced and adored perſonis be- 
come a ſong and 4by-word to the baſeſt of menu; 1 
thall readily acknowledge this injurious:treating 
of the poor to be a great Barbariſm.' But though 
there can nothing be itiferred from. it as:de fare; 
yet its being ſo de faFo, proves all I am aboutto 
aflert, viz. The great unevennels that is Cin-this 
inſtance, as well as the former ) between Gentle- 
men and their Inferiors; oo 
7. HAVING given this Schedule of unde- 
niable Priviledges they enjoy,l ſhall, before 1 pro- 
ceed farther, beſecch them here to make arſtand; 
and foberly to confider whether it be imaginable, 
that God hath put ſo many excellent Inſtruments 
of Attion into their hands, only to make them 
leſs ative. That were to accuſe the Divine 
Wiſdom of ſuch an unskiltful kind of managery, 
as the- ſhalloweſt Humane Providence falls not 
under. Will any of them be at the care and ex+ 
C penile 


penſe to furniſh a Servaet, with all-Materials-and 
Utenſils: for, work, with no, other-Defign, bur 
thathe may ſpend; his time: either in ſleep or ret? 
If they.will nor,T ſhall ask how-they:would:hke a. 
Servant that ſhould fo ablurdly peryerttheir;in-; 
tentions> And according to the-anfwer they give 
to that;-teave them toconclude.of theiriown'ac- 
ceptableneſs with their great Maſter 3. who -not 
only. -in'a::{ingle inſtance, but;.jn- an- habitual 
courſe behave themſelves: as prepoſterouſly, -..I 
cannot ſee how ſuch-a-refletion,it made with any 
ſeriouſtteſs; can mifs of being attended with a ſe- 
vere felf-condemnation. And then-that being fo 
proper:a baſis and ground-work; ſhould methinks 
by a kind, even of natural energy,iavite them-to 
ſauperſtruft on it more Noble and Chriſtian pur= 
poſes; that they who. are fo apt to:expe&t Ado- 
ratian from others, ſo willing to be Idoliz'd, may 
not yet any longer be willing to be indeed Idols 
( have mouths and ſpeak not, Oc. Pſal: 135. asma- 
ny unactive powers, as thoſe have Organs). but 


may rather aſpire to ſome degree of reſemblance 


fo that Divine Eſſence, whoſe operations are- as 
Inceſlantas Excellent, and by an-unintermitted 
Induſtry -in - etpploying thoſe advantages God 
hath-put into their hands, anſwer his deſign. in 
beſtowing them. | Ce:ef; 
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Bins SECT. 
T rhe Bakke of bis Calling fre in the firſt 


"TS 3; 


TOO that __p Education. 


PRES UME it is by this time rendred 
ſufficiently evident, that a Gentleman hath 
4 Calling it is now ſeaſonable to advance, 

| ſhew what that 55. And: of this the ground 
Hath already been laid in the laſt SeF;on by the 
enumeration-of thoſe peculiar Advantages he pol- 
ſeffes 3 ' which being thoſe Talents committed to 
his managery, his Calling will be the moſt exaCt- 
ly anatomized and diſtributed into its parts, by 
unfolding thoſe ſeveral Branches of his Receits, 
and examining what improvements each of them 
ts capable of, which as ſo many diſtin Limbs 
make upthe entire Body of his Calling. 

'2. THIS I ſhall do, not only in the Sroſs, 
but ſeverally, through every one of them, and 
ſhall take the liberty of doing it with the additi- 
on ofa double refle(tion 3 the one on the contrary 
praFice, the other on the pleaſure and ſatisfattion 
— will infallibly attend the diſcharge of this 

uty. 

-N I BEG IN with that of theif Education 3 
the former part whereof commonly commences 
as fimely as the firſt * 7 ion of their Reaſon. 

2 Fe 
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It is ſo creditable a thing to have Children put in- 


to an early nurture, that there are few Parents ſo 


carefe(s of theit own Paeſrind, .as to neglect it; 
but do either by themſelves, or ſome others, to 


DIR, aftign. the. charge, put them under 


ſach a D3/cipline as may break theirnatural rude- 
neſs and ſtubbornneſs, mould them into ſome 
form of Civility, and teach them that firſt Fun- 
damental Leſſon of Obedience, on which all fu- 
ture inſtractions muſt be built, And this is an 
huge Advantage; not only towardsthe ſucceed- 
ing parts of Education, but towards the regulari- 
ty of the whole life. Forby having their Infaant- 
paſſions thus checked and bridled, they become 
more tame and governable ever after. The next 
part of Education, is Erudition and Inſtruftion, 
and under a Succeſtion of this they ate for many 
years. Scarce any that owns the name of Gentle- 
2:4an,but will commit his Son to the care of ſome 
Tutor, either at home or abroad, who at firſt in- 
ſtils thoſe Rudiments, proper to their tenderer 
years, and as Age matures their parts, ſo advan- 
ces his Lectures, till he have let them in to thoſe 
fpacious Fields of Learning, which, will afford 
them both Exerciſe and Delight. © This is that 
Tree of Knowledge, upon which their lies no inter 
dit : which inſtructs not, as that in Eder did by 
ſad and coſtly experience, but by fair and ſafe in- 
tuitions, and may well be looked on as a principal 
plant inthat Paradiſe wherein God. hath placed 
this rank of Men, rcwal 
4. THESE twoparts of .Education united, 
| qualific 
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qualifie a manor many: excellent purpoſes. * It 
wall-be - impoſlible to enumerate all, becauſe a 
mind thus ſabdued-and cultivated, muſt yet owe 
the opportunities of many ations to outward cir- 
cumſtances-:and- occalions, which being various 
and pecidental,” can with nocertainty be brought 
into the; account. But abſtradting from theſe, 
there are divers more intrinfick benefits, which 
hething buta Mans ſelf can fruſtrate; and thoſe 
glone- I: ſhall inſiſt on, - 
£$S-/FJRST,. a Man thus Educated is better 
prepared to/reſiſt all Errors that may invadehis 
Wrderſtanding.;, his diſcerning Faculty is more 
nimble and: agile, ican ſuddenly ſurround a'Pro- 
 poſition,... and: diſcover the: infirm and feeble 
parts'3 and ſo is;nat.to. be jimpoſed-upan' by ſuch 
light Sophiſms, ; as captivate! whole herds of the 
V_gear -*Fhis Advantage, 'it-is-apparent he hath, 
andit is his dyty.to make uſe of it, to examine 
eautiouſly.the grounds of an:Opinion, before he 
give up hig afleat to it, and not'to betray his Rea- 
lan, either to his Sloth, by neglefting to give it 
a.competent 'diſcuſlion 3 or'tachis latereſt, : þ 
electing. Tenents' rather 'by their profitablenets 
than.their truth. This certainly is the leaſt that 
is ſuppolable to be required of them in this parti- 
calar, and ſureitis ſo moderatean injunGtion, . as 
the;:maſt;mutinous humour:can have notempta- 
tion to. quarrel at; Far who could think hima 
ſevere impoſer, who having furniſhed a man with 
a light to direCthim through ſome dark paſſage, 
ſhould only require him not.to blow it out 2 
Q$ . 7 a 


. 6. AND ashe hath this Advahtage in reſpe& 
of his Vnderſianding; fo hath he;' m the fecond 
place,in relation to his 7/:#: which though iribe 
a free faculty, andconſequently cantiot be forci- 


bly determined toany thing, yet itiscapable of | 


perſwaſions and inducements,' #d-is uſually 'ben+ 
ded andinclined by them. It muſttherefot©be 
a fair ſtep towards the'redifying of the Will; 
when the intellect is:ſtored with Arguments atd 
Incentives to goodneſs. Atid this/Learningatiult 
be:ſuppoſed taiprovide for; unlels we: wHl- ex- 
clude out of the Scheme, both Merality-and'Di- 
vinity 3: for each of 'thoſe will: yield variery*6f 
ſuch Arguments. 'Mprality will preſtnt Virrne as 
perfedtly amiable'in itſelf,” and-ſofit' tobe-embras 
cedfor its own fake't and not. only fo;but alſo as 
highly profitable and advantageous'to us; av 'be- 
1og-that' which gives'the fublimeft perfetiongy 
our: Natures, thefweeteſt reſtandtranquillity-to 
our Minds 3: and.iri.2 word, 4 full ſatisfivionto 
all our Rational: Appetites.” *DjJvznity' cantirts 
all this, and ſuperadds what irifinitely tranfcends 
_ mt; the; aſlurance of thoſe erextal and gloriows res 
wards in another world. - Ard” theſe fufely are 
tuch tempting aedves,' asare very propert&at- 
tract the Will to' chaſewhat appears thus excel- 
lent;: thus deſirable; provided-they: be juſtly-re- 
preſented to it. - And the: doing” that, the pref- 
ling theſe: motives home upon the 7/3/, ard! that 


11 refutation.of all the-contrary/decervableipre- 
tenſions of vice, is the firſt part of- their obliga-* 


tion. But then there isallo ai{ſecotid; und that 
oo LL ; , is, 
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is; that they permit themmielves to berpattiwaded 
by» fuch-eftieagiaus::arguments,. and attually con- 
form #heit-wilk to theſe; dictates of their :under- 
ſtanding;'.thatris ;' that: they really and eflectively 
WH be-fuch:men; cas;their education directs: and; re- 
guiresthem tobe: Which being the wotkof their 
#iÞs,/'wwill be abſurd. ro: plead impoſſibility or 
infirmity,- ſince ['tis manifeſt they 'may' if they 
will 5 which isJuch a:degree of liberty,: as ſerves 
it all other: aſtaaces to denominate 'a man' a-iree 
agent, .anduuch as -all-punifhnments and-rewards 
both divinednd tinmane:arefounded on;-+; -- 
:þp, A-»TAHIRD :advantage-is 1n' relation to 
tis: Afe@zanr5. which being the-inferior and more 
brutiſhipartot the man, are yet ſo impetuous and 
aſluning,::chatithey are very. apt touſurpthe do- 
minionover ithenobler faculties; and wherethey 
gainit,'the event ts anſwerable to whatwe fee in 
States, where the common:people have'wreſted 
the:Scepterz; all 1s put into:confuſion;' Now that 
which may prevent theſe cvil broils'ia-che ſou}, 
and ſecure! the: governmeitto the: proper Sove- 
reign, mdy:weltbe-repured an advantage.” And 
to'this,, nubhing! merely*hwmane-is more:condu- 
cing than' Fdututloz.:: For firſt;: that eavly: diſcis 
pline whieknwe preſumed;-ione- part of it puts A 
bridle in the mouths of theſe head-ſtrontipaiii» 
ons,. which by many-repeated-aCts of reſtraint at 
laſt forget theirnative fefity,: and/ become more 
calm and: tractable. But then (Eruditien''com- 
_ this conqueſt, backs thisunruly beaſt, and 
dy a dextrous managery-not only reſtrains, bue 
NM C4 guides 
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purpoſes, renders theſe:mutinous. Rebels.not on+ 
ly captivated ſlaves, ' but good Subjects, obedi- 
ent to the-laws of Reaſon. All this Educationis 
of it ſelf aptly diſpoſed to do,if men will-not-take 
the Beaſts part againſt it, - encourage. -him:to 
plunge til: he have thrownithe:Rider, '- And-all 
chat 1s inthis particular required of them; 1s: but 
to hold faſt thoſe. reins that. are- thus put into 
their hands,to keep their Afetions in ſuch a juſt 
ſubjeftion, that they may receive, not give laws. 
Thus we ſee the inflaence which Education hath 
on all the eſſential parts of a .mans i mind. And 
wereit:here ſo immured and cloſed. up, that it 
could make: no fſallies at all thence 3:did the foul, 
like Gideoz's fleece, 1ngrols: al/ this-precious: dew; 
yet whileſt that received ſuch liberal infuſions, it 
would irrefragably evince this to be no mean in- 
conſiderable advantage. But it is indeed impoſs 
ſible it ſhould be ſo confin'd:3 for if it be-permity 
red to-make theſe impreſſions within, as heat;.in 


the centre failsnot todiffuſe it ſelf to the circum-. 


, Ference3, ſo certaigly will it extend and manifeſt 
It ſelf -in-the :more: viſible effects 3; all the pros 
duds arid emanations of a mind thus regulated 
will own their original ; bear the Image of their 
Parente:: tl fs 5 S003; De 
8. A:N-D. firſt his Behavioxr will be affable 
and civil,- nat inſolent_and imperious 3 as: one 
that knaws Humanity and gentleneſs is a com, 
mon debr. to.-mankind, and therefore will:not 
think fit to coatratt or dam up his civility into ſo 
p narrow 
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guides him; and makes him ſerve to many uſeful 
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narrow-a compals, that it ſhall ſwel into com- 
plement; and mean flattery-towards thoſeabove, 
and not ſuffer one drop to deſcend on thoſe be- 
neath' him: but-diſperſe its ſtreams ſo, that- all 
channels may:be-filled with it. - *Tis true, the 
depth-of ſome will requirea greater proportionto 
thar filling than others3 and:there 'ris aot-to be 
doubted but he may be more liberal 3 only-in'the 
mean'time”the ſhallower are not to'remain-dry, 
Let the inequality be ſuch -as praceeds only from 
the capacities of the Subjeds,: nat from the par- 
tiality ofthe Agent, and:he-prevaricates-no patf 
of his duty in this matter. .:-- £52 Xl 
-i9, SECON.DLY, his Words will be tem« 
perate and decent, 'the produtof judgment, not 
of rage. - For he: that hath calmed his paſſions 
hath nothing: ro betray him+ito raſh,. angry, or 
rude language : thisis a foam which iscaſtup on- 
ly by-the' billows' of a turbulent tempeſtupus 
mind's and can'never be.the iſſues of a ſerene 
compolſed'temper. To this it 1s but proportion+ 
able, that they be alſo! weighty and material. 4 
wiſe mans words, ſaith the Son of Sirach, are 
weighed inthe ballance, and therefore he that hath 
improved his Education to that pitch of. profici- 
ency, will ſurely look his diſcourſe be ſuch, as 
may anſwer that chara@er; which muſt at the 
leaſt ſuppoſe it to have ſomething of ſolidity, no 
man everattempting to put froth-and bubbles in- 
| tothe Scales. And not only-ſo3 bur it muſt al- 
ſo preſime it ta have ſomething of uſe and value : 
for, who ever takes pajns to weigh what for its 
uſcleſneſs 
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uſeleſneſsand meanneſs he. interfds to-caſt aut; as 
refuſe? -And both thele qualifications are very 
effentiat'parts: of a. Gentleman's diale@,. the one 
oppeſed to light and fooliſh, the athert9 unſear 
ſonablediſconrſe. -. For-as the ont hath hothing 
6f weight (uanlets.it be that of a:burden to ths 
hearersYſothe othercan havenothirig of uſe,agr 
eonſequemly of worth;that being to be. meaſured 
by-the aptneſs of it: ro the perſans to: whom it+-i8 
addrefſed, It:ſhould: baithe. endeavour: of. thoſe 
whom-God bath -endaed with-knowledge, to con: 
vey as much of benefit. and: inſtrufion':to others 
as they can ; in arder.whereunto 'tis- neceſſary 
they adapt rheir ſpeech:to the capacities of thoſe 
they treiit' with; -otherwiſe let themdiſcourſene- 
ver {6elaborately;they will-rathet confound than 
edifie; "and appear'to:afte&t more to: boaſt; tharj 
communicate their knowledge,! : 557 © bee 
16. LA'S T LY; his” Enployinents: will be 
worthy -and ingenuous.-A Man that hath-this;iu- 
ard Nogbiliry of Mind ſuperaddedto:that of his 
Birth, will abhor to buſie himſelf viciouſly;or in- 
pertitiently 3 he hath-thoſe.qualificatians, .whioh 
rehdet him uſeful,and hemult give: bimlelt thaſe 
Exerciſes, whereby he may becommt the moſt emis 
nenfly'fo, If by juſt authority hebe alligned.to 
aty publick'charge, he isto embraec-itcheerful» 
ly 3-not as a prize-either to: Ambition or 'Cavet 
touſtieſs,” but as an opportunity::of: Virtue: ;:a 
ſphere wherein herti1y move the moſt-vigorouſly 
in the"ſervice of God and his Countrey: Bur this 
happening bur to-tew,/1t-1s neceflary .he-have 

"Ta | ESL. i ſame 
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ſome othef reſerve of ation.” And'ſueh farely; 
ke 'thar induſtrioufly/defigns it, ' catinor want - 
whetein'thoggh perhaps hits influencewill:not/be 
ſo/genefal ag4n that, f artk oo Sore veryauſpici- 
o8fly'on AYNYD ' Ad: when all thofe occalions 
are exhaulted too, when all dirett operations are 
at aſtand; he-may yet berake him-to thereflex'd, 
ettiplby his ativity upon-himfelf, which-will al- 

ways rethait's proper objett of hisIadaſtry, he 
being though-a'rich; yet'-{ſtill ſuck andmprove- 

able ſoil;/as will incoutageatid reward: his: Huſ- 

bandry; though nevet fo ofterirepeated..: And 

now Thall preſime it'spparent, That «Education 

is'a moſt eftimable Treifure, a- precious Mie 

that contarns/ſo many tick'veins.” O, why ſhould 

any that pofleſs it, ſuffer themlelvesto be poor; 

meerly for want of diligetice-in digging: out the 
ore! CEO 20079 oO MANESY IO SM79; 

211; AND: would to God'that wereanimper- 

tinent complaint, ſuch"as none were:concerned 
in; ' But they that lookioif the Manhers'of 'ma- 

ny that Have* Had' this happy inſtitution,” will 

find too great cauſe to wonderand*bewail, that 

ſo hopeful a Seeds-time'fhowuld produceiſo flen- 
der, nay fo: degenerate a Crop: As if Jab's'curſe 

were here exemplified, Job'31. 40:''Thiftles 16 

grow i fiead of Wheat,;ani Cockle in ſlcad of Barly: 
Plutarch tells'us of a voice ſrozen in the midſt of a 
River, 'that-became audible by the thaw," and ap- 

plesit to' Moral Precepts taught in youth, bur 

atuated by age. The Simile ſpeaks: him ro 

have livedi1n better times : for in theſe, the'voice 

| _diſlolves 
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diffolves with the Ice, leaves: nat fo much as an, 
Ecchobehind it. Men now make it the buſineſs 
of their riper years,to-unravel not the follies,but 
the learning of their-youth-: no! ſopper;are they 
got from under the Diſcipline-of athers, but the 
firſt a& of it they exerciſe, isupan thoſe notions 
which havebeen inſtilled 4nto them.. -: And-here 
they are ſuch-ſevere LiFors, that the mildeſt in- 
fliction. is to:gag and- bind them, deprive them 
both of voice and motion. - Nor are they ordina- 
rity ſatisfied with this; -but as if they feared they, 
would, . like impatient Captives, watch.ſome ad- 
vantage to break looſe again, their final doom is 
Oftraciſm,they and their Linage 3 all ſober Coun- 
| ſels derived from themyare utterly:expulſt,ſota+ 

tally-raſed out of their minds, that not the leaſt 

foarfteps ofthem remain. And all this under the 

name of Pedaztry, a title, which it is probable 

their great averleneſs totheirTeachers ſuggeſts to 

them, as the maſt pathetick reproach 3. as if they. 
meant. now:to. be revenged on Learning and Tu: 
tar together; for attempting tu-make them wiſe 


againſttheir wills.  _. Ts 
12+ AND now when.the root is thus ſtockt 
up, there” is little expectation of Fruit. And 
therefore he rhat ſhall: here look for thoſe fore; 
mentioned effects of .Education, willbe more diſ- 
appointed,than Chriſt ſeemed to be by the Fie-tree 3 
that, though fruitlef, yet afforded leaves. But 
here we are not to hope for ſomuch, no ſign that 
- everthere was ſuch a plant in the ſoil.  Letus 
briefly review thoſe ſeverals,and ſee what of them 
4s ordinarily to. be met with, | 13.AND 
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...13. AND: firſtfor the reſiſting of Errors,we 
uſually find Gentlemen tio Heroes 1n ;this- point: 
their Underſiandings ate as pliant, as ſeducible,as 
thoſe who. never had; their means of fortifying 
them. And if they do indeed reject Erroxs, it 
 15scommonly* by the ſame Engine, -,wherewith 
they caſt off Truth, viz. their inconſideration of 
both, as not being able to.cndure ſo much ſeri- 
ouſneſs and intention of mind, as may ſerve to ex- 
ter themofany opinion, They have tranſplant- 
ed their diſcerning faculty from their intelle&to 
their Sexzſes, and find.itthere ſo full, ſo inceſlant 
imployment, thatit can never be at leiſure tore- 
vert to Scholaſtick diſquilitions. They can diſ- 
cernexattly the moſt minute error in their gar- 
ment, hold their Artificer moſt rigidly 'to the 
Laws of the eMode, are moſt mani Judges in 
all that relates to vanity or pleaſute, and canthey 
' ever think fit totrouble their heads (whoſe leaſt 
Lock muſt not for a-world be diſturbed) with ab- 
ſtruſer ſpeculations, who have ſound out ſo much 
a more caſte exerciſe of their faculties ? If any 
ſhall think this charater partakes of the Satyr, 
I ſhall beſeech him to compare it with the true 
ſtate of our young Galarts in this point,and then 
upon the ſame account that cold and ſcanty 
praiſes go for detrattion, I ſhall expet this very 
imperfed and partial accuſation may paſs for a 
Panegytick. SETS. 
14. NEXT fortheregulation oftheir #4, 
_ that advantage depends ſo much on:the former, 
that of their Underfiandings, that what evacuates 
| that, 
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that, muſt neceſlarily be ſuppoſed to do'the Genes” 


for this alſo. It is not imaginable'that he who 
hath defaced all his principles, whether moral of 
divine, or at leaſt never revolves” or conſiders 
them, ſhould receive any influence ' from thern, 
fince they operate not but by a diſtinC& applica- 


tion. 'And' here ſhonld-T ask many Gerntlemern, 


when they ever ſo much as attempted any thing 
of this ſort, I fear they would be forced to quarrel 
_ at theincivilitydf the queſtion, to evade the ne- 
ceſlity of anſwering it. But- God knows their 
ations ſpeak too loud, that their bufineſs is to 
obey, not-to preſcribe 3 to fulfil, not regulate 
their Yil/s. - Nay indeed tis. too frequent; that 
inſtead of conforming their wills to their prinei- 
ples, they model and transform their principles 
fo their wills, herein verifying Ar7ftotle's obſerva- 
tion, that Pleaſures are corruptive of Principles. 
And ſo by this one art of inverfion,* the fice of 
things 1s. quite | changed3” Virtne' which - their 
books repreſented to them as lovely and honou- 
rable, isnow thought to have gained that luſtre 
only by the flattefy-and varniſh of the'painters, 
and fo is decried as the moſt unamiable;defpicable 
creature: and'on the other ſide, all the contrary 
vices are taken from under that black vei}, Phi- 
loſophers or Divines have put upon'them;and are 
furbiſh'd. and trimm'd up, ſet to open' view, as 
the moſt ſplendid, glorious. things, the. moſt 
adorning accompliſhments of a'Gertleman. | 
15. A ND tofecure this tranſmutation;, ever 
God hmfelf muſt have his part in it, be con- 
| cluded' 
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claded to-have been allthis while miſrepreſent- 
ed-in thoſei charaQers, of, Perity and Juſtice, his 
word has made;of him, and to have laid no ſuch - 
ſevere reſtraints 'upon men, as that tells. us 'of. 
That Temperance, Chaſiity,. ſelf-denyal, Montifi- 
cetion,. &c. were but the creations of ſome melan- 
choly. Recluſes,who would then enviouſly impoſe 
thoſe bands. upon - others, wherewith. they had 
fooliſbly fetter'd themſelves; that Gad-is more 
indulgent to:Mens appetites, ' which they may ſa- 
tiate here, as they pleaſe, without thoſe-future 
dangers Preachers Iright them with 2 That this 
is. the new.Gertile Divinity, we need. not appeal 
to Mens - lives, their words openly .proclaiming 
it, not without much ſcorn and contempt of 
their caſy fimplicity, who govern themſelves by 
the other. Yet as if this would not ſufficiently 
provide for impiety, as if they were conſious of 
that abſurdity, which indeed there is in defining 
God anabettor and favourer of vice, many-have 
advanced a ſtep higher taking a mote:compendi- 
ous courſe, and fince they cannot bring God 
over to their party, make him ſuch as will ſerve 
their turn, -will unmake him, by becoming flat 
Atheiſts. . .Of this there are too roo many inſtan- 
ces,-and 'tis to be feared ,will be many more, 
whileſt toall other ſenſual allurements that opi- 
nion makes to-its Proſclytes, this is added, that 
itis become a credztablething, the badgeand (ig- 
thature of -a modern Y7:t, thus to be. one of Da- 
vid's fools, itt ſaying there is no God.” + + 
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16, I N the next place, let us deſcend to the 
Afſſe#ions,, and ſee what' effefts of their ednca- 
tion is diſcernible there. And truly that ſeems 
to be no other, than what is obſervable of adam, 
put to intercept the courſe of ſome rapid ſtream, 
which ſo ſoon as it is either: tetnoved or 'born 


violence;for having had that oppoſition < ſo here; 
when the reſtraints, which bridled' their minori- 
ty, are taken off, their paſſions ſwell to a higher 
degree of impetuoſity, they ceaſe to be boyes 
and men together, the man 1s diſmounted, looſes 
the reins, and isdragg'd whither the fury ofthe 
beaſt direts. A ſad change, yet daily too viſi- 
ble in tnany : for alas what is more ordinary than 
to ſee Gentlemen, under the dominion of theſe 
brutiſh appetites? Sotnetimes tranſported by a 
Rage to the greateſt :Ulndecencies, hay Dan- 
gers 3 ſottetimes hurried by a Luft like the poſe 
ſeſt perſorr, Mark, 9.23. through fire ard water,the 
moſt deſperate deſtruftive attempts, and have 
6 nothing - but roftenneſs and difeaſe as the final 
| prize of all thoſe difficult adventures ſome- 
times drowned in ſwiniſh Drtemperante; and 
ſometimes again infombed in the EZarth,. buried 
as it were alive by ſordid covetouſneſs, as if they 
meant to tranſcribe,. though not the innocence; 
yet the ſufferings of the Primitive Chriſtians, -in 
being torn in pieces by wild Beaſts. Oh; that they 
might once be brought to telinquiſh this abſurd 
fortitude, that thoſe who laugh at the precept of 
Surning the other cheek, Mat. 5: 39s would not 
| here 


— 


down,the torrent guſhes with ſo much the greater 
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here infinitely. over-a@ itz and give up them- 
ſelves to be buffered, yea ſlaugter'd by thele 
their ctuelleſt enemies, nor be ſuch Platorick 
lovers of Martyrdom,as to chuſe only this, where- 
to thereisno Crown annexed, but what is worn 
jo the Kingdom of darknefs. | 
17. A ND now fince we are'thus to. ſeek of 
theſe 3zward effects, we can with no reafon hope 
for any of thoſe outward, which are the refults 
and conſequences of theſe. And then 'twill be 
no wonder to 'obſerve Gertlemen behave them- 
ſelves difdainfully and imperivully, as if they 
could not ſet a juſt value on themſelves, without 
the unjuſt contempt of others. 'Tis trne indeed, 
this is commonly & wind that blows but one way, 
down the hill-z only uponthoſe below them, up- 
wards they breath gentler gales3 it being one of 
their.moſt ſtudied faculties, to perform all atts 
of the moſt ſupererrogating Civility to thoſe 
above them. But when that Civility 1s through? 
ly ſcanned, it will provea greater injury. than 
the contrary .Rndeneſs3 'tis made up of ſuch hal- 
low profeſſions, fuch grofs flatteries, as are 
much.worſethan reproaches, nay ſeldom fail to 
be actually ſeconded with them 3 there beinp' no+ 
thing moreuſual, than to revile.and deride thoſe 
at a diſtance, whom, when preſent, they admire 
and adore. And theſe now become-fuch eflential 
indiſpenſable parts of good breeding, that the 
want of. either. inevitably betrays a man to the 
title of a filly Ruſtick'; Flatteries and Deſpiſings 
being the two contrary . elements, whereof he, 
D whony 


whom they call a Fize Genileman,. is to be com- 
pounded. ES Pot ROE AI 

18. T HIS pivesan account alſo of ſome part 
of his DialeF, which thus far anſwers little to 
thoſe requiſite qualifications, Weight and Utfe- 
fulneſs3 there being nothing more trivial or ufe- 


leſs, than theſe two parts of converſation, and 


were well ifno worle epithets belonged to them. 
But if we look alſointo the reſt, they will ordi- 
narily appear to carry proportion with theſe : 
"Tis every mans obſervation; that »o ſpring wil 
riſe higher than its firſt heads and then words be- 
Ing but the iſſues of the Mind, Where that wants 
the ballaſt of ſober and vertuous Notions, 'tis no 
wonder if the diſcourſe belight and airy, Twere 
eafie to exemplifie in the ſeveral ſorts of it adapt- 
ed tothe ſeveral humors of men; but *tis alſo fo 
needleſs, that the copy would be too exadt by 
tranſcribing the impertinence too. But whatfſuch 
frothy diſcourſe is naturally, the moſt ferzous 
may becoine by accident « And thus we ſee it the 
infirmity of fome,- who ſo far retain their Edu- 
cation, as to have their minds better repleniſhed 
to vent their plenty ſo unſeafonably' or affeted- 
Iy, that it produces nothing of benetit to the hear- 
ers, but rebounds injuriouſly with the afperſton 
of vanity uponthernſelves. 
19. BUT ſuch is the miſery of this Age, that 
it were a fair compoſition, if Gentlemen could be 
perſwaded to reduce' their Diſcourſe - only to & 
privative ſort of Illneſs; -twere ſomewhat tolera- 
ble, tf as on the one fide they did not aviniſter 
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grace 
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prace, Eph. 4-29. fo on the other they did not 
Brea infection on the hearers. But alas ! what 
are all thoſe profane ſcoffings at Piety, fo fre- 
quent among them, but as ſo many blaſts and 
malevolent'vapours to nip and deſtroy the pra- 
ice of it ?: And ſo we ſee it too commonly does 
among thofe whoſe greener reſolutions ſet them 
not abvre their malignant inffuence. . How does 
their immodeſt and obſcene talk diſperſe, and 
ſcatter their own impure fires, to the ny 
ofothers 2 And whileſt they inſcribe upon. theſe 
Poyſons the inviting names of Ingenuity and, 
Eſprit; they donot only tempt men greedily to 
imbibe them, but even defame and proſtitute that 
Wit they pretend to, render it a #lderneff for 
all favage rudeneſsto range in, and make as ma- 
ny Candidates for that reputation, as there are. 
impious and beſtial men in the world. And to, 
this fort of 7/7 they have found out, .a very pro- 
portionable Rhetorick, I mean that of their, 
Ozths, ,that helliſh piece of Oratory, which fo 
overſpreads their ' language, that (like a pro- 
fuſe. Embroidery that even quite . hides. -the 

Stufie J it becomes the, molt remarkable part of. 
it. Tis not a little ſtrange how this fouleſt de- 

formity hath gotten to paſs for an embelliſhment. 
and ornament.,of Stile'; but that it doth ſo, is 

very viſible not..offly from the: no pretence of 
other temptation to it,. but- alſo 'from 'that af-. 
fected and ſtudied ?'variety., obſervable among 
them, as if they had the ſame concernmenr for, 
their Diſcourſe,” v—_ they have for them- 

2 


ſelves, 
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ſelves, viz. that it may every Year appear in 
ſome new piece of Dreſs, have ſome Oaths freſh 
minted to ſet it off. Ot tho 

20. TO all theſe we may add their vain 


Boaſtizgs and Aſſumings, which are often ſo de- 


plorably ridiculous, that "tis doubtful whether 


more pity or contempt. belongs to them. Thus 


oftentimes, he that has but croſt the Seas to fetch 
a Feather and fertaſtick Mean, brags more of 
his Travels, than if he had paſs'd the Line, and 
feltthe ſcorchings of the Torrid Zone. And up- 
on the ſtrength of this he takes authority.to im- 
poſe on others the moſt abſurd and incredible 
Relations 3 yet ſtill impoſing more perniciouf] 

on himſelf, z.e. a belief that he appears very if 
luſtrious and glorious in all this, and on that con- 


fidence the ſmiles which his auditors mean in 


ſcorn, ſhall be taken in applauſe of him, and fo 
encourage thoſe follies they deride. | 
21. INDEED where this. vain humour 
dwells, it will betray it ſelf ininnumerable. inde- 
cencies of ſpeech 3 but never does it give itſelf a 
fuller or worſe charaCter, than when 1t lets looſe 
to anger and rage, one of the moſt genuine and 
fruitful branches of this bitter root. And this we 
frequently ſee overflow in all the invenomed re- 
proachful language imaginable, ſuch as one 
would wonder ſhould fall from the mouth of any, 
whoſe education' had not been wholly barbarous 3 
an inverted kind' of Eloquence; whereto ſome, 
who have beentaught the rules of better Rheto- 
' rick, have a great Wueney. 


22. IF 
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..,22. 1F now we ſhould praceed to take a view 
of their -ployments,there is little doubr but that 
Tekel, Dan. 5; 27. might be a proper inſcription 
on:them, yea a mild one too, Lightneſs and Va- 
nity being many times the moſt innocent ingredi- 
ent jn them+., And this is but a natural inference 
| from the former : for fincethe Principle of Ati- 
ons as.well as Words 1s within,: jt will certainly 
operate alikein both 3 as Water ſent from one 
fountain through ſeveral pipes, :is the ſame, and 
hath equal vertnes or faults in each.: It were too 
ealte to give asparticular. air account of theſe as 
the former 3 butforeſeeing an occaſion to do that 
inanother place, I-ſhall transfer it thither, as not 
defiring to iterate the impartunity on ſo ungrate- 
ful a ſubject; :: 78, ' FLES 

::23:s A-N D: now he that ſhall conſider, that 
all this 1s bur'the partial Image and repreſentati- 
on of thaſe,, who have had that Education we ſa 
much magnified; will ſure be: tempted to ask Ju- 
das's:queſtion, Jd quid perditiohec 2 Why was all 
—__ of Diſcipline and Literature? To what 
purpoſe was:ſo:coſtly a foundation laid, when the 
ſuperſtruQture is in-the Apoſtles phraſe, 1 Cor. 3. 
12..nothing but hay aud Frubble?. And I doubt ma- 
ny defeated Parents have cauſe ta make this com- 
plaint : but fear alſo divers of them may with- 
juſtice accuſe themſelves as Acceſlaries to their 
own difappointments, who'by-an- overhaſty de- 
fire of ſeeing their Sons men, do at once antici- 
pate and fruſtrate their hopes, evacuate the be- 
nefit of many years Education, by taking them 
| D 3 1 --. 
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too ſoan from under its benigne influence, Which 
though it uſually ſpring from immoderate indul- 
gence, is yet really the greateſt ſeverity 3' for 
what can be more ſo, than to tie them to all the 
labour and toil of the Seeds-time; force their 
Childhood to that ſtudy and intenſfion of which 
that giddy age is moſt impatient, and then ſnatch 
them away at the Harveſtz ſuffer them to con- 
verſe no more with Learning, when once they 
grow capable of receiving either delight or profit 
by it > Thusof late it hath-been'the method: of 
Breeding, to poſt them with an inconvement 
ſpeed from ane ſtage. to another, many times 
bringing them too ſoon to the Univerſity, but 
much oftner taking them too early from ! it, ''be» 
fore they have near gained what they came thi- 
ther to furniſh themſelves with. And from thence 
'the next ſtep is over the Sea, which ſoon waſhes 
away thoſe Notions, | which lie crude- in their 
brains, but have wanted maturity of years to di» 
geſt-into their manners. Indeed 'tis not imagi- 
nable how they ſhouſdretainthem, :they being at 
their coming abroad: ſolemnly put in a direct 
courſe of forgetting ſpeedily what they formerly 
learnt, their whole time being then by order tobe 
taken up in other utſpeculative exerciſes, where- 
in if they do happen to attain to-ſome eminency, 
yet 'tis ſure but a dry exchange for what they quit 
for it. Butthen 'tis'not one intwenty that ar- 
rives to that 3 the negligence of Governours, 'or 
their own headinels, when they find the rein 
thus {lackned, often makes their- progreſs little 
| in 
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in-any thing they are appointed to 3 but inſtead 
of that; they run:a full career in all debaucht - 
pleaſures, advance there in an inſtant to the high- 
eſt proficiency. Iſay nat this to decry Travel- 
ling in genera}, but only the unſcaſonable time 
that is choſen for it. He that would really im- 
prove his Son by that means, ſhould ſend him at 
fach a mature age, when by the help of his fore- 
ing education his Judgment is ſetled and quali- 
Fed to make. uſeful obſervations, hismanners well 
weighed and fixed, that ſo he may be capable of 
all the good, Foreign: climes can afford, and ſe- 
cured from the infection of the ill ; like a Load- 
ſtone, attract things of weight only, and nat 
like Jet, draw nothing but chaffand ſtraws. But 
I confeſs this a digrefſiion, and therefore return 
' to thoſe who have thus embezled this precious 
Advantage, (and who have too much of their 
own: willsin it, to be able to transfer the guilt up- 
on any error of their Parents ) beſeeching them 
ſeriouſly to lay to heart this'their ſo ruinous: ill 
'husbandry, and to. let at laſt ſome better fruits of 
that ſeed appear; not to ſuffer a Piece of Plate 
left to the School or Colledge, to be the only 
Teſtimonials that ever they were there, and fo 
bring thoſe Societies under the reproach of extor- 
tion, or fraud, of profefſing learning but im- 
parting none, of having taken ſome thing from 
them without-giving them any ,valuable conſide- 
ration, making them any proportionable returns. 
But that they would at laſt take up this Talent 
thus long buried in the napkin, and yet fall a tra- 
VET 127 ART eg IO ding 
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ding with it. And though the time they have 
- loſt ſhould render them 'deſperate of the reward 
of the Tex Cities, 'tis yet motive enough toindu- 
ſtry, to reſcue themſelves from the ſentence of 
the $lothful ſervant. And yet that will not be all, 
for there being no middle ſtate between' reward 
and puniſhment, he that delivers himſelf from 
the one; puts himfelf ikewite into a certain: ca+ 
pacity of theather.'' But beſides all he is to ex- 
ped hereafter, he is ſure at the time of a very fair 
Antepaſt of pleaſure here, which he will imme- 
diately reap from-it,” as the fir{t fruits of the:fus 
turerich harveſt, which. though the Law com- 
manded to be ſacrificed, yet fuch is the indul- 
gence of the Goſpel; that it exadts/nothing, but 
that men would'themſelves enjoy them. 
24; FOR ſuch is the admirable goodneſs of 
God; that he is generally pleaſed tg adapt his 
commands, not only to-our Eternal,” but T'ems 
poral concernmenits 3 for knowing the impatience 
of our nature.,that we lovenot todepend wholly 
upon 'reverſions,: he | hath been pleafed to 'put 
ſomewhat of preſent guſt and reliſh upon every 
part of duty. This might be evidenced diſtinct- 
ly through the: whole Codex of Chriſtian *Pre- 
cepts, his Toke is an eaſſe, nay gracious Toke; his 
burden a light burden, Matt:11.28. And from this 
general ground, I may have warrant ſufficient to 
affirm the like of this particular I am now. upon. 
Bur it may be yet -more- clearly. evinced, by re- 
fleting on the ſeveral improvements of this. Ta- 
lent, - which have been mention'd, as the Duty of 
all thoſe that poſſeſs it. -. ++ + © 25-AND 
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- 25. AND firſt, for that of an acute: and ele- 
vated Underſtanding, I need appeal no further 
than to common Vote, to have that pronounced 

a very deſirable thing, it being hard to pick outa 
man of ſuch an avowed brutality, that will own 
the deſpiſing it. Even thoſe who will be at no 
pains to acquire, will yet profeſs to eſteem ir. 
And we may believe them in earneſt, if from no 
other argument, yet from this, that. every man 
affects. the reputation of being Wile, is pleaſed 
when he ſucceeds in that aim, and on the contra- 
ry is not more troubled and diſcomfited at any 
thing, than to be taxed of Ignorance or Error. 
If any ſhall deny this, I ſhall ſuſpend hjs confuta- 
rion, till ſome body reproach him with folly,and 
then from the diſpleaſure he finds in himſelf, 
leave him to conclude his own value of Wiſdom. 
And indeed why do good men look upon a foo! 
with ſo much pity, 'and ill men with ſo much 
ſcorn, if knowledge be not both a Felicity and a 
Credit? Nor 1s this the ſentence only of the vul- 
gar, who uſually admire thoſe things moſt, from 
which they ſtand at the greateſt diſtance, bur 

eſpecially. of the more diſcerning'ſort of men, 

who from every tafte m_ have had of it, have 

had their appetites ſo raiſed,” that they have in- 

ſatiably thirſted after the fuller draughts. This 

made {o many of the old Philoſophers renounce the 

enjoyment of thoſe ſenſual Pleaſures, that ' offer- 
ed themſelves, to go inqueſt after this one tran- 

ſcendenr delight; and Solomon to prefer this in 

his election before Riches and Honour, the two 
res TE principal 
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priacipal parts of worldly ſplendor, to the reQi- 
tude of which choice God himſelf bears Teſtimo- 
ny. And now if thisbe in itſelf fo valuable, fo 
raviſhing a thing, ſhall/1ts being here. connected 
with duty, prove ſuch an allay, as to deprive it 
of all the'guſt ? Certainly if it do, it muſt argue 
the palate wery perverſe and diſtemper'd : for to 
all other, that one conſideration would give a re- 
liſh and flavour to the drieſt,the moſt unpleaſant 
undertaking.. The conſcience that I am now em- 
ployed asT ought 1s ſuch a refreſhment as is able 
ro {weeten the ſ{everelt labour, yea. the greateſt 
ſuffering. -. Shame is a. thing to which humane 
nature hath an innate* abhorrence;. yet the 
Apoſtles made tt matter. of joy, when it beſel/ them 
for Chriſts ſake,” AFs5..41, - And ſhall. this ble(- 
- ſed Copy. of theirs be transformed in ſtead of 
tranſcribed ? Shall thoſe who have not” ſo much 
Chriſtiaz patience, as to bear the ſlighteſt re- 
proach for him, have yet ſo zzuch mnchriſtian Su- 
pidity, as to endure the greateſt in oppoſition to 
him 2 Chuſe rather to be. ignorant, whetf 'tis 
both their fin and ſhame, than wiſe, when 'tis 


their duty and reward ? Invert S. Pauls choice, 


- and be fools again(t Chriſt, as he owns to be for 

him 2 Ifthere be any ſuch Artipodes in our clime, 

their unhappineſs will yet ſerve to llluſtrate what 
they refuſe to partake of, viz. the felicity of ha- 

ving performed this part of duty in the improve- 

ment of the underſtanding. 2 

26.'1N the next place the regularity of the 
will is extremely bath amiable and profitable. 
| For 
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For that'being an uncontroulable faculty,ifit be 
wrong ſet, what torrents of miſchief and confuſi- 
ondoesit let m? If inall its conceptions it per- 
mit the ſenſual appetite to lay, like Facob, its 
pilled rods before it, allits births will be ring-ſtra- 
ked, ſpeckled and ſpotted. The ruinouſneſs of a per- 
verſe will is: ſo generally underftood, / that:there 
isnothing renders a man even in common account 
more miſerable and deplored. He whofe Will 
runs counter to his Reaſon, every man is Aſtrolo- 
ger enough toread his deſtiry,and preſage his de- 
ſtrution. And by the undecent and pernicious 
effets of a diſordered, we may make an eſtimate 
of the beauty and advantage of a rectified Will: 


The former, like a vicious improvident Gover- 


nour, expoſes his Territories to a deluge, firſt of 
luxury, and then of rujne : but this latter like a 
vertuous and prudent Prince, at once ſecures the 
innocence, and felicity of his ſubje&ts. Indeed 
it is this alonethat really and effeCtively givesus 
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the preeminence above beafts. They have choices 


as well as. we, and they have affeftions, but 
wanting the higher principle of reaſon, their 
choices areneceflarily determined by their affe- 
cions. Now if we who have both, are guided 
only by the latter, wherein does our ſtate differ 
from theirs, ſave only that our liberty makes us 
euilty, whereas their neceſſity leaves them inno- 
cent ? T preſumelI need ſay no more, to evince 
the happinefs of a well ordered Will, fince none 
can conteſt it, but he muſt tacitly confeſs him- 
{cIf weary-of his humane. nature, and emulous, 

: not 
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not ofa greater dignity, but of a degradation to 
that of the Brutes. wo 
27. AND as much may be ſaid concerning 
the Jfe@ions, which if they be nat-curbed and 
held mby the underſtanding, will have as free 
and uncontrouled a ſway in men, as:they haven. 
meer animals, but with worſe effects, by: how: 
much we have more objedsto incite them, more 
inſtruments'to actuate them than theſe have. If 
any man can be tempted to think this no unplea- 
ſant condition, let him yet further conſider, that. 
this metamorphoſis is not like the ſancied tranſ- 
migrationof the foul, wherein it was ſuppoſed to 
aſlume the nature, and conſequently the paſſions 
but of one beaſt alone: no, here 1s the whale 
Wilderneſs let looſe apon a man, with all their 
contrary appetites perpetually combating one! 
with another. Hethat hath the rapaciouſneſsof 
a Wolf, may yet have the timorouſneſs of an 
Hare, and fo is racked between the. deſire of ha- 
ving, and the fear of ſuffering. He that hath the 
luſt of a Got, may yet have the intemperance of 
a Swine, and bediſtratted to which of the appe- 
tites to give himſelf. He that hath the cruel- 
ty of a Tzere, may yet have the wilineſs of the 
Fox, which will give him the pain of many irk- 
ſome delays, in attending / an advantageous op- 
portunity. And ſo proportionably in others. 
And what can be more unſupportably uneaſfie, 
than to have theſe continual tumults within, to 
bein a ſtate of hoſtility, not only with other 
men, but with himſelf? Or what can there need, 
LR | | beyond 
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beyond this, conſideration, to recommend the. 
contrary condition to us ? The ſubduing theſe 
brutiſh Inclinations is the introducing Peace ito 
a Land, | haraſs'd and waſted with inteſtine 
War: and ſure none need be told ( at leaſt in 
this Age ) that that is a moſt raviſhing pleaſure. 
And I may with the ſame confidence appeal to 
the verdict of any who hath tried theſe two con- 
trary ſtates, and doubt not but he will from his 
experience confirm the moſt profuſe and even 
Poetick declamation that can be made on this 
Theme. 

- 28, ALL I ſhall add 1s, ina joynt relation 
to this and the two former, by obſerving that i]- 
luminated underſtandings, regulated Wills and 
Aﬀettions, make up a great part of the celeſtzal- 
happineff. The Angels of light would no longer 
- haveright to that title, without theſe. The ſþi- 
rits of juſt men made perfeF, were improperly io 
ſtyled, Heb. 12.23. had they not received thisac- 
compliſhment of their nature. And the greater 
degrees hereof we arrive- to here, ſo much the. 
more ſenſible anticipation have we of thoſe di- 
vine joys. And ſure thus to partake with Angels 
and Saints, 1s tobe happy, and will be acknow- 
ledged fo by all, whoſe vale and wiſhes of a 4/a- 
hometan Paradiſe render them not uncompetent 
to eſtimate theſe purer and refined pleaſures. 

29. IF from hence we proceed to thoſe out- 
ward effeFs, which are the refults of; theſe in- 
ward, we ſhall find they are all ſull of delight and 
fatisfadtion- Courtehie and friendlineſs of Ze- 
haviour 
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havionr does not only caſt a glorious luſtre round 
about, attra& the eyes and hearts of others, but 
it alſo reflefts with chearful and' comfortable 
gleams upon our ſelves. © For, Man being de- 
figned by God for a fociable creature, hath ſuch 
propenſions and inclinations put into him, asare 
proper to that end - and theſe are gratified and 
pleaſed, when we ſo demean our ſelves, as may 


aniwer that intenfion, towards which nothing 


can be more neceſlary than this debonnaire and 
gentle carriage. For that allures people to our 
converſation, whereas the contrary ronghneſs 
frights and deters them, ( the churliſhneſs of a 
Nabal makes men they cannot ſpeak to him, 1 Sam. 


25.17.) it gives a man part of Nebuchadnezzar's. 


fate, ſeparates him from among men, by forcing. 


them to withdraw from him and that the worſt; 


part of it too 3 the hairs like Eagles feathers, and 
the nails like Birdsclaws, being much thelighter 
degree of the infliction, fit to paſs for dreſs and 
ornament, compared with that more deforming 
diſguiſe this ruggid temper puts upon a man. 
And as on the one fide, this moroſity and four- 
neſs of humour 1s very uneafſte, ſo on the other is 
thatform of fawning and flattering compliance, 
which ſome call Civility : It obliges men in many 
circumſtances to renounce.: their eaſe, their 
health, yea their underſtandings too, and keeps 
them in ſuch conſtraint, that one. may truly ſay, 
a leſs meaſure of ſelFdenial would ſerye toconſti- 
tute a man a good Chriſtian, than an:exatt Cour-. 
fer 5 whereas he that keeps himſelF in a juſt 

| | mean, 
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mean, neither drives away one fort of company, 
aor buys the other ſo dear'3 He has a. Standard- 
meaſure,by which to difpenſe his Civilities, viz. 
| the quality and worth of the perſons; and con- 
founds not himſelf with thoſe more unjuſt and 
mutable rules of their expectations. 'So' in the 
firſt of the inſtances he keeps himſelf a Man, 
whilſt the other is in fome. reſpett a Beaſt; in 
the ſecond he preſerves himſe]fa Freeman,whileſt 
the other is 4 Slave: And ſure I may refer it 
to any mans . deciſion, which is the pleafanter 

ſtate. | 
30. NEXT for the Words, 'tis not to be 
doubted but that calm and temperate Language 
has the advantage of that which is paſſionate and 
ragefulz and thatnot only in reſpet of decen- 
cy, but eaſe tooz of which there needs no other 
teſtimony, than that viſible perturbation and 
uneaſineſs obſervable in all who are under ſuch 
4 tranſportation. So in like manner, when the 
words are pertinent and weighty, they give not 
only more ſatisfaction to the hearer,' but to the 
ſpeaker alſo: This may be judged by the contra- 
ry difplacency men have at themſelves, when 
they are conſcious to have ſpoken impertinently 
or | undecetitly- By fatisfattion, I mean not 
that vanity, which men too often affe&t of ſhew- 
mg their parts,but a juſt and ſober complacency, 
ariſing from the conlctence of having regulated 
their diſcourſe by the' meaſures/ of a- Wiſe man 
and a Chriſtian, the having faid that which may 
be of benefit, but cangot be: of miſchief to his 
| Auditors. 
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Auditors, And this furely is a.much rhore real 
pleaſure than any can: be had in the contrary 
kind of diale&. 1f to this it be objected, that 
generally none are ſo much delighted with their 

own diſcourſes, as they who talk the moſt vain- 
ly and abſurdly : T anſwer, that even theſe are 
not pleaſed with the vanity and abſurdity; their 

leafure teſults from a miſtake, ſuppoſing it to 
be the quite contrary. And this helps to evince, 

- that ſolid and prudent ſpeaking gives fatisfacti- 
on, ſince even the ſhadow and fiction of it can be 
made to yield to it. 

. 13. LASTLY, for the Imployments, they 
ſurely muſt afford moſt of contentment, when 

' they are moſt noble and excellent : they do fo at 
the time,in the dired line, they having more of 
agreeableneſsto the nature and dignity of a man 5 
but they do yet more ſojn the refleftion, when a. 
manlooks back upon his day or week ſpent, and 
finds his buſineſs has been worthy of him, it ex- 
hilarates and revives him, enables him to paſs 
his own approbation on himſelf, and as it wereto 
anticipate the Exge heſhall one day receive from 
his great Maſter. But he that gives himſelf 
only the idle advertiſements of a Child, or ſets 
to the baſer drudgeriesof Vice, cannot refle& 
without confuſion : which is ſo well underſtood 
by ſuch perſons, thatthey are fainto take ſanfu- 
ary ina total Inconſideration, never daring to ask 
themſelves, what have I done? Which bears 

full teſtimony to the exeellency and felicity 

of ingenuous -Imployments, ſince they that de- 
| eline 
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fline thoſe,are:forced.alſoto decline themſelves, 


grow out of theif own acquaintance and knows 
led "50 ; rains | Stn "7 
2 k 2. A N D now whatObjeQtion cat there lie 
againſt this dity, which is in" all the parts of it 
ſo advantageous and eligible, that 1t becomes 
duty not only to God, bit even' to theraſelves, 
their'own preſent iaterefts ' and {atisfaftion 2 
' Shall pleaſure itſelf loſe'its nature, adopt the 
properties of its*direCct eoftrafy,and become irk-+ 
ſome and abhorred,only becauſe *tis twiſted with 
Obedience ? Is there ſo perfe& ah Antipathy-bes 
tween God -and them, that''tis: impoflible they 
ſhould have the ſame objefts: of delight? Or can 
ho Joys have any taſte with 'thera, that :yre not 
the cauſes ahd fore-rufiners: oF eternal Jotrows.? 
This were fuch-a'degfee of perverſeneſs;;as com- 
mon Charity bids nie not * ro-expett ;.and I fee 
ftiot what elſe can evacuate - the pleaſure -that ats 
tends the improvethent of this 'Talenr-of.Educa- 
fog; 4 254: 6/4 t 49 LIMIT 16. 
33 AF TER All this, F- foreſee it2nor' :im- 
pollible that ſome may plead'an Exemprion from 
' this: Obligation, by afftrmitig they-wanr. the 
ground of it, that they never had this Education: 
I am not willingito fanſie there have beet fo ma» 
ny unjuſt and unkind Parents as may: qualifie 
any conſiderable. number. of Ge#tlemen' for. this 
Plea: Burto thoſe few that can really -make it; 
E ſhall not think the foregoing Diſcourſe:wholly 
tmpertinent 3 for, by ſhewing them'the Advan- 
tapes of whatchag Gy thextiar want,” it /- 4 
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cite them'(-not to. murmur at-the negligence of 
their Parents, but) toattempt the repairing of it 
by. becoming their own Guardians,putting thems 
ſelves into Diſcipline, :and -by .the:ſtri& Laws of 
Reaſangoverning and reſtraining-thoſe Paſſions, 
which by the liberty of their Breeding have got 


| head, by this means ſupply ing to themſelves the 


firſt part of Education-:- And the like may cer- 


tainly be. done for. the latter, alſo, if they will 


but depolit that common error, - of thinkingit 
more manly to be ignorant than-to learn, andbe 
contenit-to-put themſelves in:a.courſe of Enidi- 
tion, which a man-may do for 'bimſelf in his Clo- 
ſet, aswellas a Tutor may do for his Diſciple 

in a School'z and.thorgh he want many of thoſe 
Advantages the other hath, yet 'tis poflible they 
may be ina good Cages {upplied by. that induſtry 
al deſire, : which.all thoſe are ſappoſed to have, 
who are thus their: own Pupils 3;-a8d there want 
not inſtances of 'the ſucceſs of them who have 
thus attempted, but I confeſs there are too few 


Examples of the Attempt, ' men; being apt to- fit 


dowrcontentedly under this want 3 whereas let 
the ſame perſons have an entailed Eftate aliend* 
ted from-them by any act of their Fathers, they 
are notthen ſo tame, but will ſtruggle to theut- 
molt to recover their rights. . Yet certainly an 
Ingenuous Education: is as properly the Barth- 
_ right ofa Gentleman, as any the moſt firmly fetled 
Inheritance can be ; Why ſhould they then ac- 
ieſce in that ſoinjurious ani Ahenation, and nof 
ek by all endeavours of their 6wn to retrieve 
this ſo precious a Poſſeſſion 7 SECT. 
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SECT. V. 
of the ſecond Advantage, Wealth: 


1. Fg HE ſecond Advantage we areto con- 
| fider is that of Wealth, which thatir 
,. WM. is ablefling will l know readily be af- 
ſented to by all, mens deſires and earneſt pur- 
fuits after it” ſufficiently , evidencing the general 
eſteem is had of it. , Yet though the Concluſion 
be right, it is to be doubted. many infer it not 
upon due premiſles. _ *Tis not Riches fimply 
conlidered that are the. felicity, much leſs thoſe 
laxaries, to which they are often made to mint- 
fer 5 but they are like toa fertile. ground, which 
if left without culture, none bears ſorank Weeds, 
but if rightly husbanded, yields abundant profit 3 


and thus to; manage and improve them is not, only. 
the Intereſt, but the Duty of all thoſe to whom 
God hath compittted then, this being the one 
deſigned Advanitage, for which they were in- 
OE RE SE EY 
2. SEVER AL Improvements there are.of, 
which they are capablez but before 1 proceed to 
them,l muſt. niention one part of Duty, as funda- 
mental toall the reſt, And that is the well huſ- 

banding ofthem.z not in 4 figurative,, but rea 
ſenſe, the having ſuch a provident care of thoſe 
E 7 goods 
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goods and poſſeſſions, wherewith God hath bleſt 
a Man, as may ſecure them from that Conſumpti- 
on, to which careleſneſs and floth will infallibly 
betray them. This ſufely is obligatory in many 
reſpets. Firſt, in Thankfulneſs (T had almoſt 
ſaid civility )to God,who having diſpenc'd them 
as a liberality, 'tis ingratitude, yea affront to 
give them no regard. Secondly, injuſtice to a 
mans poſterity : He that has received a fair In- 
heritance from his Anceſtors, if he ſufferhis ſu- 
' Pine negligence to cut-off the Entail, he defrauds 
thoſe that were to have ſucceeded him in'it, and 
becomes that troubler of his own houſe, to whom 
Solomon, Prov. F1. 29, aligns, no other 1her;- 
tance but the Wind, which 1s indeed all ſucha 
perſon islike to-derive upon his Iſſue, the com- 
mon air being oftentimes their only Patrimony. 
Thirdly, in order to all thofe ends to which 
Wealth was deſigned by God, which depend, on 
this, as Accidents on their Subjeds, and ſo are 


allat once evacuated and nulled by the diffipa- 
ting of that wherein they are founded. All which 


colfiderations do naturally inforce upon men the 
necellity of a prudent managery.., Þ _.* 
3. THIS being ſuppoſed, and the perſon ha- 
ving, as in'our Law-forms is uſual, covenanted 
to Fond ſeiſed ofthe Eſtate, let us now ſee what. 


v 


are the properuſes; towhich it is to be limited. 
IN the firſt place, we may rank that of Con- 
rentedneſs in his portion 5 which though to one 
| that is ſetto wreſtle with warit. if might ſeem a 
hard precept, yetto him that flows with abjin- _ 
| he dance 
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dance it might be thought rather a needleſs than 
difficult injunftion, if experience didnot teſtifie, 
that contentment is oftentunes as great a ſtranger 


in Palaces as Cottages. | 
4. OF thisexcelleat both virtue and felicity, 
there are two parts, the one a chearful-enjoyment 
of ſo much of: his Wealth, as may decently (I 
ay not vainly )' ſupport him in chat quality 
wherein he isplaced : God does not make Rich 
men ſuch mere Conduit-pipes of Wealth, that 
they muſt paſs all, withour retaining any thing 
themſelvesz; but rather like the Earth, which 
though ſhe cqnveys the ſprings through her veins, 
et is allowed to ſuck in ſo much, as may give 
hes a competent refreſhment 3 and he that does 
this moderately, and with a thankful'refletion 
on that liberal Provideace, which thus gives him 
all things richly to enjoy, 1 Tim. 6.17. fallifies no 
part of his truſt, nor abuſes his ſtewardſhip, 
this being, as it were, the allowed Fees of his - 
hr a Penſion allotted him by the bounty of his 
Lord. | J RODS 
5. TIT HE other part of contentment is that, 
by which the deſires are terminated within the 
bounds of his own poſſeſſions, and not ſuffered 
to range wildly into other mens, like 4h2bs into 
Naboth's Vineyard, uſing their Wealth, as Ang- 
lers do their 'Fiſh, to bait Hooks far more, 
by making it an Inſtrument of extorting from 
others 3 which is ſogreat a guilt, that it near- 
ly:concernsthem to ſecure themſelves againſt it, - 
by a perfet ſatisfaftion in what is properly 
o , 2 BT their 
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their own. Nay, ever in what is ſaid, there is 
caution to he had, that there be not 'too eager 


and vehement endeavuurs of multiplying it, and - 


that not only by an unlawful commixture with 
other mens, which is the fin either of oppreſſion 
or fraud, but even from its own ſtock, for that 
may be covetouſneſs,;' and is ſurely a dire op- 
poſition to the divine diſpenſation. For when 
God hath given a man a full fortune, and by that 


 manumitted him from thoſe carkings and ſo- | 
licitudes towhich needier' perſons are expoſed, 


for him to make it' his grand 'bufineſs to pro- 
jet how he may add to that heap; or in the 


Prophets phraſe, lade himſelf with thick . clay, 


Hab. 2.6. What is it but the degrading and 
pulling himſelf from that Sphere wherein God 
hath placed him, a. voluntary fale of himſelfta 
the Gallies or Mines 2 In this reſpe& therefore I 
may not unaptly apply that Exhortation which 
the Apoſtle makes in another, Gel. 5.1. Stabd 
faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made you 
Free. Let not him whom God hath by a gracious 
and peculiar providence exempted from this 
meaner ſervitude, and vaſlalage tothe world, re- 
linquiſh that ſo valuablea priviledge, give up his 
ear to be. bored by Mammon, when God pro- 
claims a Jzhbile. . Yet 'tis pofliblethe quality of 
ſome mens Eſtates: may be ſuch, that they may 
be capable 'of advancement by a moderate and 
ealte Induſtry, ſuch 'as may no way divert them 
from more excellent Imployments, but may ra- 
ther be a recreation than a toil : And in that 
Re | is caſe 
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caſe I know tio obligation"lies on'thent ſo'to de- 
fe an Improvement, as not tochulſe' a profitable, 
' before an expenſivedivertiſement,to fpend thoſe 
vacant hours upon that, which remain'by way of 
overplus from 'more worthy defigns and"enter- 
tainments. "But the perpetual follicitous' pur- 
ſuit after more 'wealth, is certainly a'culpable 
inordinacy,' as being inconfiftent with that con- 
tentment and acquieſcence which' is the duty of 
every man for'whom God hath thus liberal- 
| ly! provided, and fuch as will befides' be like- 
ly to undermine another main part of this obliga- 
tion, oy Y A Fo 
'-6. SUCH in the next place we are to ac- 
count the Charitable diſpenſing of his ſtore, to 
ſupply the indigencies of watiting perſons's which 
ſurely is to be Iookrt on as the grand and moſt 
conſiderable end of his receipts. God, Who is 
the common Friend, as well as Father of all men, 
isnot to be imagined ſo partial, as to'provide 
pomps and luxuries for fome; and in the mean 
time leave others deſtitute of the neceſſary ſnp- 
ports of life 3' yet if we Took no deeper than the 
viſible porttons of Poor and Rich, there'is no 
evidence of the contrary. But when we examine 
upon what Conditions and Proviſo's that Abun- 
dance 1s conveyed, we ſhall -have no temptati- 
on ſo to aſperſe or charge God fooliſhly : For 
though we have notdiſpenſed ſo immediately to 
the Poor, yet he gives them as it were Bills of 
Affigament upon” the plenty of the' Rich, a 
right to be ſupplied by *them: fo that the dif: 
Fe : Eq ference 
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ference ſeemste be only that of- an Elder, and 
Younger brethren 3 -the Elderuſually carries the 
bulk of the Eſtate,. but then that is charged with 
proviſionsfor the Younger 5. and-if the quantity 
of thoſe. be not diſtindtly expreſt,.. but left in- 
definitely, that Act of, Truſt in. the Father Jays 
the greater obligation on him, not fo deceive it 
by too-mean and ſcanty.a diſtribution 3 for now 
himſelf is-become a;Father to them, and there- 
fore. ſhou]d proportion bis bounty by the ten- 
derneſsand bowels of that moſt affetionatere- 
lation, And this may not improperly be deemed 
one reaſon, why among ſuch multitudes of com- 
mands of Charity. in-the Gotpel, there is yet 
nonethat exprelly..allots the proportion of apr 
Alms, -that by-thisa& of, confideace, as it were, 
men might be obliged tq the higher liberality ; 
And he that ſhall-make this Incentive to it,a pre- 
| tenceto excule the, want of it, 1s ſure a moſt cri- 
minous perverter of the-divine intention, trea- 
cherouſly countermining. Gods ſacred arts, as if 
*twere not enough to rebel, unleſs in a further 
contempt he afſaulted him with his awn weapons, 
Certainly God never deſigned Lazarws's portion 
ſhould.be made:up.only of the -Crumbs from the 
Table :,For thoughandeed Dzves is taxed that he 
gave him nat them, yet if he had, ſuch a dole 
would. ſure neyer. haye: reſcped. him from the 
place.of torment. ;, He who reſts ina Rich-mans 
boſom in Heayen, ,is,tq have, ſome; proportiona- 
ble treatment -from, thaſe on Earth, ſome more 
haſpitable receptian_.than- a lying at the Gate, 
' ©: & 0 Cn 2 PE S.: ſorhe 
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ſome better Chirurgeons than Dogs to cure his 
Sores; and thoſe that reſuſe it him, muſt bepre- 
ſumed to: contemn not -only the: Lazara, but 
the Abraham, yeathe Heaven too that receives 
him, ſince that which qualifies him for an admit- 
tance there,is not able to recommend him tqtheir 
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leaſt regatd. | | | 
7. I SHALL not attempt to proportion 
mens Charities, fince God: hath: not-3 yet there 
are ſome genera] meaſures to be-made to bound 
them on the ſinking fide, that they fall not to too 
ſcandalous alowneſs; which having been done 
already by a * better Pen, I ſhall re- ,,, 
fer the Reader thither. But thoſe monds pradt- 
yet leave mens Compaſſions full cal Catechiſm. 
ſcope to grow up to what greater height Gods 
grace and mens exigencies ſhall advance them : 
And ſurely the latter may ſometimes be ſuch,that 
it will become every Rich man not only torifle 
his Coffers, ' pour out whatſoever his ſuperflui- 
ties have there amaſled, but alſo to defalk much 
of his own accuſtomed enjoyments,cauſe the Ra- 
ſor to paſs even upon his whole Equipage, to cur 
off all Excreſcencies, all exuberant - Expences, 
that ſo the ſtream may run the fuller in that one 
channel which Gods providence thus cuts out for 
it. Whether this may not be a proper ſeaſon for 
it, I leaveeyery conſidering perſon to judge. At 
the preſent-I ſhall beſeech every - man-to whom 
God hath: given Wealth; ſadly to ponder' how 
ſcandalous-a- thing-it will be for:him who has 
beenthe Objett of ſo great Bounty, 'ta decline 
; 1 EE ; . Pg the 
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the being an Agent inany 3 todiſcover himſelf to 
have ſuckt in nothing of the virtue, amidſt ſuch 
an influence of the commodities 3 and to defie the 
Example of that Liberality, by whoſe effedts he 
tives. But withal let him conſider the danger of 
it alſo, how dreadful a guilt (and conſequent! 
vengeance ) hedraws upan himſelf, if he ſhall 
defeat this ſo main end of his receipts. It is in- 
deed a complication of many crimes not only 
againſt Man but God alſo: I ſhall inſtance only 
in two, moſt generally decried,and yet moſt emi- 
nently contained in it, Unthankfulneſs, and 
Falſeneſs. £ 
8. GOD inhis wiſdom diſcerning that Equa- 
lity of Conditions would breed confufion in the 
World, has ordered ſeveral ſtates, defign'd ſome 
to Poverty, others to Riches, only annexing to 
the Rich the care of the Poor 3 yet that rather 
as an advantage, than a burden, a ſeed of more 
wealth bath temporal and eternal. Now in 
this diviſion of men, thoſe on whom he hath 
cauſed the better lot to fall, can owe it to no- 
thing but his gracious diſpoſal ; and therefore 
had been certainly obliged to ſubmit 'to any the 
moſt difficult tasks he ſhould have. diſpenſed with 
it. But now that in his great indulgence'he has 
ſo tempered the command, as to render it not an 
allay, but an enhancement of the mercy, he that 
gives it only a bare taſtleſs compliance, betrays 
himſelf to want a juſt ſenſe of it 3 but he that flat- 
ly reſiſts it, is in the moſt tranſcendent degree 
barbarouſly ingrate. Nay, I think I might have 
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laid the charge higher, and called it malice 3 for 
what beneath that can provoke a man thus to re- 
fiſt his duty and intereſt together? - -- + + 
' 9. NOR is 'this all, 'tis alſo the greateſt 
Perfidiquſneſs: Every rich manis, as I ſaid - be- 
fore, God's Steward, and particularly intruſted 
to provide for the indigent parts of his Family, 
| ſuch are the poor and needy. Now ifhe leave 
them deſtitute, and. ſuffer either his riot or cove- 
touſneſs to feed upon their Portions, what more 
deteſtable falſeneſs can be committed, not- only 
in reſpe& of them, whoſe right he thus invades, 
but of God alſo, whoſe truſt he abuſes ? Many 
ather enormities there are in Uncharitableneſs, 
which as ſo many misſbapen limbs concur tothe 
making up this deformed Monſter 3 but I ſhall 
ſuppoſe it fufficient to' have pointed cut theſe 
two, which being the moſt profeſtly contrary ta 
ingenuity, I muſt hope will carry a very averting 
appearance to thoſe who fo eſpecially pretend to 
that quality. . 

Io. T Q this poſitive part of duty, the being 
rich in good works, we find the Apoſtle connetts a 
negative, I Tim. 6, 17. Charge them that be rich 
in this world that they be not high-minded, nor truſt 
iu uncertain riches. And we neednot reſort toim- 
plicite faith in the Author, to perſwade ns of the 
great propriety and fitneſs of theſe cautions; "tis 
too evidentthat Pride and .Confidence are diſea- 
ſesthat uſually breed infull and opulent fortunes, 
and as they ſpring fromthe fame root, ſo do they, 
like neighbouring branches, mutually ſhelter 
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and ſupport one another. He that is high-mind- 
ed, abhors'the ſubmiſſion of any fqreign depen- 
dence, and therefore gladly anchors on any thing 
he can call his. own 5 and thinking- his wealth 


moſt properly ſo, he has as great an- aptneſs, as 


holy Job expreſſesan averſion, to make gold his 
hope, and to ſay to the fine gold, thou art my confi- 


dence, Job 31.24.  On'the other fide; he that 


truſts.in his Wealth, is by that fortified in his 


. pride. It is Ariſtotle's obſervation, that wealth 
makes contumelions and - infolent 53 which I pre-' 


ſame he infers not only from experience, but 
reaſon alſo3 for the ground-work of humility 
being the ſenſe of impotence and defeR, he that 
aſlumes a ſelf-ſufficiency,. undermines that foun- 
dation, and in ſtead of it lays the Baſis of the 
quite contrary temper, all -haughtineſs and elati- 
on of mind. A memorable example of this we 
have in the inſolent refletions of Nebuchadnez- 
zar, Dar. 4.30. Which -had withal ſo diſmal a 
conſequent, as, methinks, ſhould like Lot's wife 
remain a perpetual monument to deter others 
from all approaches towards the like vanity. 
I1. AND certainly it is a_ molt important 
concernment of rich men, to fence themſelves 
againſt this double temptation; to which purpoſe 
they can hardly find a more complete' armour, 
than what they may borrow: from one ſhort: ſen- 


tence of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 4. 7. What: haſt thou - 


that thou haſt not received £. Let them look on 
themſelves as mere Receivers, and then with: 
what pretence can they pride themſelves in that 
| | wherein 
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wherein.they are barely. paſſive >Nay indeedif it 
be throughly ſcarm'd, ,: theſe Receits:imply cauſe 
rather of ſhame than boaſting z .the. being filled 
from anothers hand,. 15. aſure Argument ( and ta- 
cit Reproach ) of a natural and original empti- 
neſs.3 and if God have. dealt fo hberally with 
them, they. may- colle&. tis in compliance not 
with their. merits, but 1infirmities 5 /, his. having 
made them rich is a ſtrong preſumption, he ;ſaw 
them not prepared to be: innocently. poor :: And 
ſure Pride muſt be a ſubtile Alchimift, that..can 
hence extra matter of vanity, and might with 
equal Logick have perſwaded the Jews to.glory 
in thoſe Indulgences,. which were granted thera 
only for the hardneſs of their hearts... .- | 
. 12.4N like manner if they reflect on theix 
riches as received, it:renders them alſo a moſt un- 
fit obje& of Truſ#. For if they were given, they 
may alſo be taken away... We. hold all. by that 
old terre, which the Lawyers ſtyle Alodium;be- 
cauſe it is from rione but God: and his gifts ( of 
this kind at leaſt ) are never ſo abſolute, asto ex- 
clude power ofrevocation. He then that-enjoys 
a thing not upon right but bounty, muſt ask his 
benefaftor how far he isto preſume on. it. - And 
if they would do ſo inthis caſe, they would ſoon 
be reſolved how little confidence were to be re- 
poſed inf wealth. They may hear God the great 
Patron tell them by Solomor, that riches make 
themſelves wings, aud fly away as an Eagle,Prou.23. 
5. by Chriſt, that the Treaſurcs whichthey lay up 
here are hable to the 44th, and ruſt,and Thieves: 3 

and 


& THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING. = 


and by the 4poſtle, that they are nnce tein riches. 


Nay indeed, if they would* bur ask theinſelves, 


their own daily experience and obſeryation, that 
wonld bear the ſame teſtimony. Every day al- 
moſt pives ſoine renewed inſtarice of it. What 
multitudes of accidents are there to which mens 
goods are liable > A rongh Wind, a tempeſtu- 
ous Sea ſinks at oncethe re and his Ship: 
an ill ſeaſon, 'an hungry ſoil eats out the Hus- 
battdman :: and they who rin not either of theſe 
hazards, thoſe whom neither the water nor the 
earth ſwallow up, a Fire thay yet conſume. And 
can there any. ſecurity be fanci'd in that wealth, 


which is thus a prey to each element ſingle, and 


yet more oftento themunited im man, to whoſe 
fraudsor violences more have owed their'impo- 
veriſhing, than'to any of the former accidents ? 


And now what greater infatuation cat there be, 
than to place a'truſt' on' that which is ſo flitting 
and unſteady, 'to lean oh a broken reed, or it 


Solomons phraſe, to ſet ones eyes upon that which i 
wot? - 


23: BUT if by an impoſfible ſuppoſition, 


we ſhould imagine Riches to be'as permanent, as 


they are indeed tranſitory : yet unleſs they hadas 
well Strength as conſtancy, they could with no. 
feaſon'be depended on.' He that ſtays by his 
friend to thelaſt minute, if he have tio power to. | 


aflift him, is 6nly a ſpeQtator, not a reliever of 


his ſufferings.” And alas, how many miſeries are 
men ſubje& to, in which wealth can give themno' 
aid !Tsa matt afflited/inhis' body with pain? The 


Tndies 
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Indies are not 2 cothpetent price for a mitutes 
caſe, an hours ſleep. Is he perſecuted in his 
Name with reproach 2 "Tis not whole i»gxrs of 
old that will ſtop the: mouth of Fame : nay of- 
tentimes-the obloquy is itſelf merely the proge- 
ny of his wealth, that breeding envy, and envy 
detraQion. But if theſore lye yetdeeper, if it be 
the Soul that ſuffers, that is yet farther removed 
from poflibility of relieſthis way. - If it ſuffer as 
a ſlave under the dominion of fin, no treafure 
can redeem from that. vaſlalage. - Wealth does 
indeed too often by adminiſtring © temptatiott 
ſtrengthen: thoſe chains, but it cannot break - 
them, as appears too evidently by the number of 
ſuch rich bondmen. IF: it groatutder the guilt 
of fin, labour under the terrors. of an accuſing 
Conſcience, alas! goldis no balm to'a wounded 
ſpirit : the luxuries which thac | has' ſupported 
may help to pierce, but it has no power to heal: 
Or laſtly, if the ſoul fall finally nnder the: pu- 
niſhment of ſin, there'is no commuting that pe« 
nance; buying off that ſmaxt-: Riches abuſed 
may indeed ſwell the accompt, and multiply :the 
ſtripes; but they can never bribe the remiſſion of 
any. The Wiſe-man hath aſſufed us this} Provo 
It. 4: Riches profit ndt'in the day of wrath. Not 
does this carry any oppolition to the counſet of 
our Saviour, Lake 16. 9. of waking friends of the 
Mammon of unrighteoufnefs ; for he refers not 
there to any natural. or 1nherent property. of 
riches, but only to'that extrinſick and accidental 
advantage may be made of them proportianably 

| to 


_ to-what was ſaid before of the anjuſt Steward, 
whoſe dextrous managery. was it that rendred 
his Lords debts: ſo afoot to him 3 not that they 
had any proper innate vertueto ſecure; hini from 
the neceſlity either of begging or digging. And 
therefore we ſee Chriſts words run not/in an An- 
nunciative, but an Exhortatory ſtyle.: he tells 
us not thateMaz:mr07 ſhall make ns friends, . but 
excites us to make that our own care, and by a 
prudent diſpoſure to make it ſubſervient to an 
end above itsnative efficacy. ' But all this is ſure 
very reconciteable with that natural-impotency 
we have obſerved init. Wealth charitably diſ- 
poſed may have excellent effects, but yet thoſe 
are to be aſcribed tothe charity; notthe wealth, 
which ſtill remains 1n its own eſſence the ſame un- 

ative lump in the Cheſt,that it was inthe Mine, 
like the heathen Deities, unable to protett its 
moſt zealous Idolaters. As .a further inſtance 
whereof I may add.that which will ſound very 
like ariddle,hat richescannot deliver even from 
preſent Want < which yet is demonſtrably true 
in all thoſe rich Mrſers, whoſe bellies are lank, 
while their coffers are full 3: a ſort of Tantalized 

creatures, not peculiar only. to this latter age; 
for we find them deſcribed' by $olomon,Eccleſiaſt- 

6. 2. Aman to whom God hath given riches, wealth 

end honour; ſo that he wanteth nothing for his ſoul 

of all that he deſireth, yet God giveth hint not power 
toeat thereof. So unligntficant a things wealth, 

_ that without the addition of anew power, it en- 

ables hinrnot to! receivethe leaſt benefit from.it. 

T4. WHEN 
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14. WHEN allthis is conſidered, what is 
there in wealth that can invite the leaſt conft- 
dence, ſinceit appears ſo utterly unable to ſecure 
men in their moſt important intereſts, nay to do 
that which it moſt immediately and moſt colou- 
rably pretends to, the keeping them from want ? 
And therefore he that will not run himſelf upon 
that ſad defeat of being diſappointed in his 
truſts, failed in his greateſt exigents, muſt look 
out for ſome firmer ground whereon to build. But 
alas! our ſoil affords it not : all here below was 
long fince pronounced, by one that wanted nei- 
ther wiſdom nor experience, to be Vanity. Such 
mutations and viciſfitudes attend all ſublunary 
things, that he that attempts to ercCt any: du- 
rable ſatisfaCtioh on them, out-does the folly of 
that abſurd archite& Chriſt mentions, and 
buildsnot on the ſand, but water - and in this 
ſenſe the world is ſtill under a deluge, not ſo 
_ dry ground, as where a dove may reſt her 
ot. . 
15. WE arethendriven by way of neceſſary 
refuge, to that which ſhould be our voluntary! 
choice, to come home to the Ark to ſhelter our” 
ſelves under his wings, where alone we may ſe- 
curely reſt, and according to the advice which 
the Apoſtle ſubjoyns to theſe cautions, to truſt 377 
the living God. And to dothis amidft all the ſe- 
ducements uf Wealth, to ſee through all thoſe” 
miſts which the fumes of Plenty raiſe,and whileſt 
tiey enjoy the gift, to confide only in the Giver, 
15 indiſpenſably the duty, * 24 ſhould-be the wp” 
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of every one,to whom sS. Paxl directs this charge, 
All thatarerich inthis world. ; 

16. AND ſuchin the laſt place are to take 
notice of another branch of their obligation, and 
thatis to uſe that advantage which their Wealth 
gives them, towards the exerciſe of Temperance: 
which indeed can never be known to be truly 
ſuch, but when there are opportunities and temp- 
tations to the contrary. He that hath nothing 
wherewith to maintain a Ryot, leaves it doubtful 
both to others and himſelf, whether his Abſtinen- 
ces be the effects of Poverty or Temper 3 but he 
that has all the fuel for Luxury, 'and yet permits 
itnot to kindle, he approves his Sobriety to be 
indeed his Choice, not his fate. And this 1s a 
moſt excellent priviledge of . Wealth - and 
though *tis to be doubted it ſcarce finds room in 
moſt of our Catalogues, yet certainly it merits 
a principal place, as being much the greateſt of 
all thoſe, which reflect only upon the perſon 
himſelf This reſiſting of Temptations is truly 
that Heroick courage worthy of thoſe that pre- 
tend to Honour.fit to denominate a Gallant man. 
I wiſhthoſe who ſeek that reputation by many 
raſh and unwarrantable Adventures, would here 
entertain their youthful Ardours, this being a 
Field where they may be aſſured never to want 


Combatants. One while Glattony preſents itſelf, 


armed with the allurements of a full and delicate 
Table : and though one would think him but a 
deſpicable Aflailant, that has only the Kitchin 
for his armory, yet experience ſheys us, thoſe 
| edgeleſs 
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edgeleſs weapons may vie with the keeneſt for 
the mortalneſs of their effe&s. At another time 
Drunkenneſs ſends a Challenge by delicious Li- 
quor, cheerful and diverting Company, and that 
not without menace of infamy to him, who ſhall 
own ſo much religious cowardiſe, as to fear to 
hazard his Sobriety in the encounter. Some- 
times again Lyſt attaches him with the piercing 
darts, the killing glances of a proſtitute Beauty. 
In the mean time Pride, the moſt (lie and trea- 
cherous of all the reſt, 1s perpetually laying am- 
buſhes for him in the adorations of his Flatterers, 
the vanity of his Attire, and innumerable kinds 
of Exceſles. And now what Kmrieht-Errand 
would wiſh for more Encounters? Or. why 
ſhould men range abroad to invite Quarrels, 
whileſt. they tamely ſuffer ſuch Troops of ene» 
mies to bid them daily defiance ? *Tis, they ſay, 
a Maxim among the &wordmen, That he that has 
once been baffled, is ever after an incompetent Chal- 
lenger : T wilh 1t might have this one ſober appli- 
cation, that men would ſuſpend all other Dwels, 
till they have righted themielves on their Vices, 
and by fome ſignal Conqueſts redeemed them- 
(elves from that obloquy and defamation, which 
theſe mean, yet inſulting Adverſaries have expo- 
ſed them to. | | | 
. 17. HAVING fſhewed what Uſes are duly 
tobe made of Frealth, let us now look back, and 
conſider whether any of them be ordinarily dif. 
cernible in PraFice, And here we ſhall meet 
with one ſort of men, who ſtumble at the very 
| F 3 threſhold, 
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threſhold, that fail in that firſt part of duty, on 
which all the reſt depend ; I mean thoſe who by 
a ſupine negligence ſuffer their Efiates to mou]- 
der and conſume inſenſibly, for want of an eafie 


inſpeQtion and overſight. Ofſuch as theſe former - 


Ages have afforded inſtances, and doubtleſs the 
preſent alſo, though rhe number of the luxyri- 
ous waſters do now ſo overwhelm them,that they 
are the leſs diſcernible. And though this ſeem 
to be the effect only of [loth, yet certainly there 
are other concurrents to1t,- generally theſe two: 
firſtſueh an overweening of their wealth, that 
- they think it inexhauſtible 3 and ſecondly an opi- 
nion that it is a mean and pleaſantly thing for a 
Gentleman to give himſelf the trouble of looking 
after his fortune. The motives are too ridicu- 
lous todeferve a confutation 5 but in the mean 
time it cannot but extort pity, to ſee Families 
ruined by ſuch vain whimſies. And what tole- 
rable account can ſuch a Parent give to his beg- 
ger'd Off ſpring, to whom 'tis very likely he may 
propagate the pride and ſloth which made the 
mere managery of an Eſtate too hard for him, 
and yet withal bequeaths them the ſadder toil of 
- getting one? Nay, what account can he give to 
God, from whom he received it, in order to ſe- 
veral ends, if he thus at once defeat them all? 


*T was a Command to the Jews, that they ſhould 


ot cut down Fruit-trees, though it were for {0 
tteceſiary-an uſe as to advance a Siege,Dent.20. 19. 
But this is the hewing down that Stock, from 
which ſo'much good Fruit ſhould ſpring, and 

| that 
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that without any pretence either of neceſlity or 
reaſon. - | © | 
18. OUR next view will preſent us with 

another (ort of perſor, who as much tranſgreſles 

the duty of contentedneſs/in both the parts of it. 

'Tis no prodigy to ſee men, whom God hath af- 
forded the portion of the rich, ſcarce to allow 

themſelves that of the poor, ſo letting their eye 
be evileven to themſelves, becauſe God's is good. 

The Egyptians were ſuch jealous Reverers of 
thoſe Creatures which they worſhipped, that he 
that violated them was in danger of ſloning, Exod. 

8.26. So theſe men who havelet up their Wealth 
for their God, pay it ſa much veneration, that as 
they are impatient to have it invaded by others, 
ſo they are afraid to offer the leaſt violence to it 

themſelves. They have Inſhrined it to receive 

theiradorations, andit 1s now become Sacriledge 

(indeed the only one they ſcruple) tadebaſeitto 
the ſupply oftheir neceflities. They are ſtrange 

auſterities which the Yotaries of this Deity will 

endure, even beyond the mortifications of the 
moſt rigid Aſcetick, Their whole lives area per- 
petual contradiction to all the appetites of Na- 

ture 3 yet alas! that infers' here no compliance 
with thoſe of Grace, but as if they meant to ſet 
up a Third party.in the world, they equally op- 
poſe theſe. And now he that thus opprefies him- 


ſelf, no wonder if he do the like to others, if he _. 


extort the utmoſt that either power or fraud can 
wring from any. And that this work may not be 
retarded,he is provided of variety of inſtruments 

& for 
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for it. Sometimes Bribery muſt give him a legal 
colour to rob his neighbour, Or if a Witneſs 
prove a better pezy-worth than the Judge,Subor- 
nation ſhall do the buſineſs. Sometimes Extor- 
tion (hall prey upon aneedy Creditor, and that 
not only with the {lower gnawings of the Canker, 
but with the more ravenous devourings of the 
Vulture. Sometimes the Rack 1s brought out, 


and a poor Tenant faſtned on it, and there fo 


ſtrained and diſtorted, that he can never kait 
again to any competent ſubſiſtence. Sometimes 
again a poor neighbouring Prodigal ſhall be ſpur- 
red on to farther riot, fed with money, that fo 
by a *forfeited eMortgage he may ſeile on his 
Eſtate. Ina word, 'twere endleſs to reckon up 
all rhe engines of rapine which this greedy Inva- 
der hath in his magazine. And of ſuch a one pre- 
ſume every man will pronounce, that he notori- 
ouſly violatesthe precept of Contentedneſs. 

19; BU T though this be the groſleſt, yet is 


he not [the only Tranſgreſior. There is a'fo an- 


. other more plauſible ſort, who though they do 
not thus ſeek to encreaſe their wealth at other 
mens coſts, yet doit too much at their own; 
whoſe Brains are mere forges of Projects, perpe- 
cually hammering out ſome new Contrivance for 
gain, that continually travel in birth of ſome 
freſh” Improvement, ſuffer all the pangs and 
throws of a carking ſolicitude in purſuit of it. 1 
know this piece 0 —_— hath better luck 
than the reſt, and paſles for a creditable thing, 
under the ſpecious name of good husbandry 3 but 

4: ſure 
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fare if it be throughly penetrated, it will appeat 
no leſs oppoſite to Contentment than the for- 
mer. Nor can that guilt be invaded by thoſe 
that ſay, they ſeek to advance their Fortunes, 
not out ofthe Miſers deſign of hoarding: up, but 
out of the more generous purpoſe of living more 
ſplendidly. For ſure he that covets more to 
ſpend, is as little contented in his-porrion, as 
he that covets more to-Jlay up : he that thinks 
his Table too ſcanty, his equipage too low, is 
as far from being ſatisfied, as he that thinks his 
land too little, his bag too empty. So that 
'tis apparent theſe arrows come out of the 
fame quiver, though they be ſhot at ſeveral 
marks. 
20. AND between both theſe motives of 
griping, no wohder if the Duty of Alms-eiving be 
ctouded into a very narrow compals. That ex- 
cellent vertue of Charity has indeed much of 
the Image and impreſs of Chriſt upon it : butthe 
World has given it a further kind of conformity 
with him than he ever defign'd, its crucifixion 
between Covetouſneſs and Luxury, being the 
_ counterpart of his hanging between the Thieves. 
There wants only one member of the parallel, 
the breaking the legs of theſe MalefaFors, which 
God knows our Soxldiers, nay many armies of 
them have not been able to do. The many 1n- 
ſtances theſe times have given of the ſudden diſ- 
fipation of mens Idolized heaps, have not yet ſo 
diſciplin'd the Worldling, as to perſwade him 
tolay np his treaſure in heaven. And the loud _ 
| F 4 EE, 


22 . THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING. 


of God to weeping and mourning and girding with 
ſackcloth, have moſt prepoſterouſly been Eccho- 
ed back with the louder noiſe of mens revellings, 
and wild jollities. And then they who thus 
deſpiſe the judgments of God, are very unlike- 
ly to compaſſionate the miſeries of men, and I 
doubt there are many, who thus anſwer the cha- 
rater of the unjuſt J«dge, Luke 18. that weither 
fear God nor regard max, nay that far outgo him 
1n inexorableneſs - of temper. He was to be 
wrought upon by 7mportunity ; but ſopetrified are 
theſe mens bowels, that no prayers nor tears 
can diflolve them. 'Tis a much eaſier task to 
dig Metal out of its native Mine, than to fetch 
it out of the covetous mans Coffer. The Earth, 
though ſhe hide, yet ſhe guards not her treaſure, 


*tis acceſſible to the induſtry of any that will 


ſearch for it: but he like an 4rgws ſtands Cen- 
tinel abaut his, and ſounds an alarm upon the 
remoteſt appearance of a poor ſuppliant. With 
what jealouſie does he eye any that he can but 
| fancy ts come upon that ungrateful errand, and 
then how many arts has heto prevent the al- 


fault? Or if by ſome extraordinary Charm all his 
eyes haye ſo ſlept at once, :that he happen to be - 


ſurpriſed,yet he has ſomany weapons of defence, 
that the aſſailant ſhall gain little by. it, but the 
ſhame of an, open repulſe, being ſure to find 
him impregnable. As for the Yoluptwary, he has 
ſo many expenſive luſtsto maintain, that he has 
difficulty enough how to gratific all them in the 
diſtzibution of his wealth : they are competi- 

| | tors 
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tors to each other, yet joyn to keep qut that 
which wou}d be a common one to them all. He 
that grudges not the wildeſt profuſions of his 
wealth, yet thinks an Alms will undo him. *Tis 
the grand buſineſs of his life to contrive ways of 
expenſe : yet when any object of charity pre- 
ſents one, he becomes thrifty on the ſudden, like 
the Serſitive plant (hrinks at that touch, and that 
- apen hand af his clutches as faſt, as if ſome con- 
vulſian had contracted it. Thus totally have men 
forgot upon what terms their wealth was given 
theni, and thereby like miſerable Chymilſts, ex- 
tract Poy'on out of Cordials, a Curſe out of a 
Bleſting. Riches were deſigned by God to be 
ſubſervient tathat Compaſſion which he. has im- 
planted in humane nature : but now they are be- 
come the means of ſuppreſiing and eradicating it. 
Rich men look upan poor, as if they were crea- 
tures of another ſpecies, things wherein they 
were perfealy unconcerned. 'Tis Strada's fan- 
cy, that there is ſuch a ſympathy raiſed between 
two Needles touched by the ſame. Loedftone, that 
perſons at the greateſt diſtance may by the conſent of 
their motion maintain 4 correſhondency. 1 ſhall 
not undertake for the truth of the Experiment, 
but however methinks 'tis. matter of reproach to 
us, that theſe inanimate creatures ſhould have 
{o much obſervable accord, as to give pretence 
for ſuch a. conjeCture, whilſt men who have fo 
many undoubted principles of union both from 
nature and grace, havequite extinguiſhed all ef- 
fefts'of them. That too.many have fo, _ 

| | TT needs 
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needs no other evidence than the many unſuc- | 


cour'd extremities of the Poor. For how elſe 
can it become poſſible, that one rank of men 
ſhould gluttonize, and another ſtarve ? That he 
thatthinks it death toendure either the want or 
moderation of a Meal, ſhould never conſider 
what are the gripings of the ſtill empty ſto- 
mach ? that he ſhould without all regret ſee his 
own humane nature pining and languiſhing in 
the perſon of his poor brother, whileſt in him- 
ſelf *'tis oppreſt with the quite contrary excefles, 
and might berehcved in both by a more equal di- 
ſtribution? 

21. AND now whocan ſufficiently deplore, 


the wants @f the Poor,ſhall I ſay,or rather the in- | 


humanity of the Rich! This ſurely is the ſadder 
ſpectacle of the two: the one only ſuffers, the 
other fins. And that ſuffering too may end in 
eternal refreſhment, whereas the other in endleſs 
torment. Lazar refls in Abrahams boſom, when 
| the uncharitable Glutton oor in perpetual flames. 
. And oh that this were throughly weighed, that 
they would confider that every degree of un- 
mercifulneſs they ſhew to others, reverts with a 
rebounded force upon themſelves ! Alas, tis not 
ſo much the poor mans body, as their own fouls, 
that ſue for their alms. And whenever they ſhut 
up their bowels of compaſſion from the one, what 
do they but opezyiCarrapda, ſeal up Gods Frore- 
houſes and treaſuries from the other > Vhen they 
deny the crums from their table, they deny them- 


ſelves a drop of water to cool their tongues. | 
22.BUT 
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. 22. BUT I fear this of Illiberality may paſs 
for a moderate crime in this Age, when.ſo many 
are guilty of another ſo far tranſcending it. For 
do we not ſcedivers,who inſtead of abating their 
Exceſles to relieve the poor, do maintain their 
 Riotupon them ? If the deſperate Debts of poor 
Tradeſmen were examined, I doubt not this 
would appeara ſad truth. 'Tis become lo faſhi- 
' onable a thing to Tun into Scores, and ſoun- 
faſhionable to pay them, thar hes ſcarce thought 
well-bred, that has not bankrupted one at leaſt 
of each Trade he deals with. Their only care is 
to get credulous Merchants, who ſo long as they 
truſt ſtoutly ſhall have fair words, but if once 
their faith fail, then, asif the $olifid;jan doctrine 
had ſtretcht itſelf into Trafftick as well as Di- 
vinity, (they are pronounced Reprobates, and as 
ſolicitoutly avoided as the Separatift ſhuns a per- 
ſon whom he 1s pleaſed to call carnal. Poſterns 
and obſcure paſſages are contrived on purpoſe 
to eſcape them3 ſo that a poor Creditor muſt 
give many days, nay moneths attendances, be- 
fore he can ſo ſurpriſe: a' Gentleman, as to come 
but to ask his own 3-and then the beſt return he 
_ Uſually meets with, is ſome empty promiſes to 
bribe a delay. But ſometimes he fares much 
worſe, andas if 'twere a crime not to ſtarve (1- 
lently, he is reviled and reproached, and harſh 
and contumelijous language become his only pay» 
ment. It has been received as a Maxim, That 
weare all kind to our own creatures : But this cale 
ſhews 'tis no univerſal rule; for thole who = 
make 
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make poor men, are of all others the moſt bar- 
barous to them in their poverty. But let thoſe 
who thus ſhuffle off their Reckonings with men, 
remember that there will come a day, when they 
ſhall not be able to decline their Accompt to 
God. And with what horrour and confuſion muſt 
they appear at that Audit, when they ſhall be 
charged not only with the miſpending their own 
eſtates, but other mens, the having added rob- 
bery to unmercifulneſs ? Obi 444) 

-. 23. IF inthe next place we ſhall refle& on 
the Apoſtles caution of zot being high-minded or 
truſting in uncertain riches, we muſt turn to our 
Bibles to be ſatisfied there was ever any ſuch 
charge given, there is ſo little of it to be read in 
mens practices. Humility is a plant, that 1s 
carefully weeded out of all rich grounds, ac- 
counted a mean degenerous quality, that like 
Treaſon -attaints the bloud, and forteits Nobili- 
ty. | Gentlemen, thongh' they are for the molt 
part very guiltlels of the Phariſee's abſtinence, 
the faſting twice 4 week , do yet tranferibe the 
worſe part of his copy, the thinking they are ot 
like ather men, and believe it a juſtice they owe - 
their'birth to do fo. © They havemounted them- 
ſelves aloft, and looking dawn' from thoſe Pina- 
cles of Honour, all below ' ſeem little and con- 
remptible, creeping things of the Earth, Worms 
and no Men. I am nat ſo for confounding 'of Qua- 
lities, as to exact they ſhould chuſe their Tnti- 
mates and Companians out - of the loweſt rank. 
I know Prudence as well as Pride has drawn a 

| Partition- 
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Partition-wall between them ( though perhaps 
the latter has raiſed it to an unneceſlary height ) 
but I wiſh it might be remembred, that as the 
Precept of Not eating Bloud was deſigned not 
for itſelf, but as an Hedge againſt Murder, ſo 
that juſt diſtance, which Order recommends be- 
tween the Noble, and the Mean, is valuable only 
asa fence againft bafe and ignoble praftices; true 
greatneſs conſiſting in deſpiſing not. the perſons, 
but the vices of rhe vulgar. Yet here alas ! the 
ſenſe is quite changed, and many who look the 
moſt faſtidiouſly. on the one, will yet mix freely - 
with the otherz and while they ſoar the high- 
eſt in the opinion of their ſuperiority, do yet 
ſtoop to the ſordid beſtialities of the moſt abje&t 
of men. Nay. indeed this Lure does ſometimes 
make many of them deſcend even from their 
punctilioes, and thoſe who at another meeting 
muſt have lookt for no other treatment but what 
St. James deſcribes, Jam. 2.3. Stand thou there, 
or ſit here under my foot-ſtool, ſhall in the rounds 
of good fellowſhip be equal with the beſt - ſuch 
a Leveller is Debauchery, that it takes off all 
diſtinctions. But in the mean time how great a 
ſhame 1s it, that ſuch vicious motives ſhall .have 
force enough to make them thus degrade them- 
ſelves, when all the Engagements of Chriſtianity 
are not able todo that which is much leſs, to 
abate any thing of thoſe tumours, thoſe ſwelling 
conceits of their own greatneſs or ( in the Pſal- 
miſt's phraſe ) to-make them 4xow th:mſelves to 


be' but Men. 553 TQ25 
24, NOR 
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24. NOR has the other branch of the cau- bo 

tion any better ſucceſs amang them.. 'Tis in q 

many of them too diſcernible, that they place ” 

$ that Truſt in uncertain Riches, which they ſhould = 
repoſe only in the living God, ſo making his 4 

Gifts his Rivals, and raiſing him a Competitor , 

even of his own Bounty. For this we need no ne 

other ways of probation, than only to examine, A 
whether it is, thatin any caſe of difficulty or. h 
diſtreſs they make their earlieſt and moſt impor- q 
tunate addreſles,for there we may conclude them q 

to fix the greateſt confidence. And I fear tis c 

too apparent, that where wealth makes but any | 

the ſlighteſt pretences, promiſes the. leaſt aid, F 
though but remote, and at. the ſecond hand, it F 

| has moſt of their applications. Thus in caſe of P 
.,* Diſeaſe, they whole plenty enables them for the i 
coſtlier methods of cure, 1s not their firſt reſort | 
thither 2 Donot their Fees fly faſter than their b 
Prayers ? And are they not much haſtier to 1n- Pl 

© vitethe Phyſician than the Divine 2 Nay, in- _ 
| deed the latter 1s ſcarce ever admitted, till the ao 
former have forſaken them 3 a ſhrewd indication, _ 
wheretheir prime hopes are built. So again in | 

any diſaſtrous event, the firſt Eflay is whether b 
Money will heal the Wound. He that is un- FF 

der the diſpleaſure of a Superior, ſeeks to ap- - 
peaſe by Preſents, or buys the friendſhip of a . 
Blaſius, 4s 12.20. to mediate for him. He that - 


is brought before a Tribunal, endeavours with 
the ſame golden Engine to draw off his Proſe- 
cutor, to bend and incline his Judge. He whoſe 

| Wealth 


\ 


Advantage of Wealth. 79 


Wealth makes him purſued as a defirable Prey, 
expects his ſafety even from that which is the 
original of his danger 3 and as if like a Scorpior: it 
alone could cure it ones ſting, tries whether a 
part will ſecure the whole. And 1n the mean 
time no attempt 1s made to call in God to their 
reſcue 3 asif he were an id]e unconcern'd SpeCta- 
tor of humane affairs, or ſo inconfiderable an 
Ally, as notto be worth the care of engagin 

him on their fide. Nay even in their laſt my 
dreadfulleſt danger, many ſeem not taquit their 
dependence on their Wealth 3 ſome Teſtimentary 
Charities muſt then do wonders for them, and 
paſs for all thoſe Fruits of Repentance, which 
ſhould ſecure them from the Frath to come. 
Even thoſe that have drunk the bloud of the 
Poor, ſuffered the moſt of it to incorporate into 
their Eſtates, think by diſgorging ſome ſmall 
part of it { which perhaps lies crude, not yet ſo 
digeſted ) in a Legacy, to eaſe their conſciences : 
ſo adapting their Reſtitutions to their Rapines, 
only in this one reſpect, that thoſe as well as 
theſe are of another mans goods 3 they never com- 
mencing till death hath difſeized them of all pro- 
priety, as if the Tnzquity of the Fathers were in 
this ſenſe to.be viſited por. the Children, Thus 
their Wills become their only Paſs-port, to con- 
vey them to Abraham's boſom, and by thus ca- 
Joling the Poor at parting, they truſt ro extin- 
guiſh the clamours of all farmer oppreſſions, and 
in ſpight of Solamoz will hope, that Riches fba#f 
profit in the day of wrath. It wall got here be 


per- 
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Truſt they have, which divert them from that 
one, to which the Apoſtle direfts them. It may 
ſufficein general to ſay, that none can be ſuppo- 
ſed indeed ?o-truſt oz the living God, but thoſe 
who by ſincere piety qualifie themſelves for his 


proteQion 3 according to.which meaſure 'tis to 
be feared many even of the faireſt pretenders 


will be excluded. © ads] 

. 25. IF now we proceed to the laſt part of the 
Rich mans Duty, the exerciſe of Temperance; we 
may without an Augs# divine the return of that 
Inqueſt; For it having formerly appeared, that 
they turn that ſtream, which ſhould flow in Cha- 


rity, tomake the fuller current for their Luxury, 


"tis viſible they are fir from deſigning any ſelf- 
denial. But if that inference were not proof 
enough of it, they daily give us ocular demon- 
ſtrations : What ſtudious proviſions do they 


make for the fleſh to fulfil the Inſts thereof ? Rom. 


I3. 14: Nature affofds not Meat delicate enough 


for their palats 3 it muſt be adulterated with the - 


coſtly inixtures of Art, before it can become Gen- 
tilenouriſhment. And in this they are arrivedto 
- ſach a niceneſs, that Cookery is become a very 
myſterious Trade, the Kitchin' has' almoſt as 
many Intricacies as the Schools. And the quan- 
tity of their Meat is not leſs extravagant than 
- the kind': One that did but examine their Bs 
of Fare, would think the. Dogs appetite were 
the Epidemick Diſeaſe among them. if he did 
not conſider they had Eyes to be fed as well as 

Bs | Belles. 


mem. 


pertinent to inquire how many other objects of 
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Bellies. Nor will they be = Lnuniform, as not 
to have their Drink bear a full proportion with 
their Meat; and'twere well if it did no more, 
that their Drinking had 'but thoſe ſet hours of 
their Meals, that'ſo there might be.at leaſt ſome 
Intervals and Pauſesin their Debauches; where< 
as now many i perſons -allow - themſelyes no 
longer Intermiffions than may. juſt.qualifie-them 
for a new Exceſs; recover their wits only fo 
far, as may an them in capacity of lofi ihg them 
again. - - 
26. BUT beſides theſe, there is another ſoft 
f yo on forthe fleſh, of which they are no leis 
icitous, and which many buy in at very dear 
fates. The embraces of a Wife afe as nauſeous 
to then, as\M{arratothe Tſraelites,. Tis Varie- 
ty they hunt after 3 andſo- they. might kaye the 
Turk's Seraglio, they would not ſtick to.take bis 
eMahometeniſm withall.”. - Nay; if that were as 
agreeable totheir Reaſon to believe,.as 10; their 
inclinations to imbrace,.. they would. certainly 
reckonit a conſiderable part of the prize; as thac 
which to the preſent poſfeſlion'ſuperadds a libe- 
ral reverſion:oF thoſe brutiſh delights, and: woutd 
think they had made a very commodious: Bargain, 
to have ſo'exchanged the. Chriſtians ow pn- 
rity, and future Heaven: : +; 
27. T O all theſe Exceſles, that of their #p- 
Pare does perfely correſpand: fo much'coR, io 
much buſineſs goes to it,” that one, may almoſt as 
cheaply and eaſily. rig put: a» 'Shtp,-as ſrt out 
Gentleman ta tis - compleat Equipage. How 
C7 many 
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many Artificers go there to the piecing him up! 


He that ſhould aflign him one. to each Limb, 
would: much contra&t the: number, which is in- 
deed fo great, thatif'it were computed 'twould 
be found it conſtituted moſt of the Trades in a 
Common-wealth. ' A ſtrange diſproportion, that 
the Little: World ſhould ſo much :outvie the 
Greater 3'and a lively inſtanceit is of the multi- 
plying faculty of Vanity, that can improve. Na- 
tures ſimple neceflity of covering, to ſuch-an 
exorbitant exceſs, and has nurſt up the firſt Fig- 
leaves toſuch a Juxurjant growth, | that'the Her- 
cinian Oaks, which eMela tells ſuch wonders of, 
are buta kind of Pigmy-plant-to them that thus 
overfpread the World, and: from covering of 
Shame, are grown to'ſhadow and darken Reaſon 
itſelf, ſo creating a'Moralnakedneſs, whilſt they 
hide a Natural. et 
28.'TO allthe reſt we may .add their gports 
and" Recreations, the'expenſivenetſs whereof: is no 
way-inferiour to all the. former. - Gaming, like 
a Quick-ſand, ſwallows up a man:1n.a moment; 
and how:many ſuch. Wrecks bave: thele latter 
Apes/produced 2 Hawks, and Hounds.,and Horſes, 
&c. are ſomewhatſ{lower devourers, yet as they 
are managed by ſome, tend much to the ſame 
end: ſo rhatme thinks ſuch men ſeem to make 
theſame menace to:their Eftates, which Golzah 
didto David, 1 Sam. 17. 44. I will give thee to 
the fewls of the air, and to the beaſts of the field, 
Such vaſt numbers of them they have, and thoſe 


kept with ſuch niceneſs and curioſity, as if oy 
; had 
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had a deſign to debauch the poot animals, and in- 
fet them with their laxury. "Tis now no news 
in the literal ſenſe, to have the Childrens bread 
given to Dogs 5 and it may within a while be as 
little, to have not only their Children, but them- 
ſelves want it. For Prodigality is of the nature 
of the Viper, and eats out the bowels of that 
Wealth whivh gave it birth 3 and 4@zoz's fate 
was both Emblem and Story, to be eaten wp with 
his Dogs.. | 
29, W E have ſeennow how much their Pra- 
Tice \wetves ſtom their Daty : Let us next alit- 
.tleconfider, whether they-might not be happier, 
if they were regulated by it. And firſt; a prudent 
overſight of their Eſtates is ſare far from being 
ſuch an oppreſling burden as ſome are willing to 
fancy it. For ifit be moderate, and ſach only 
I recommend, it is ſuppoſed to exclude all pain- 
ful-and diſquiering ſolicitudes, and then it bc- 
comes only of:the nature of a Divertiſement, 
helps them off-with ſome of thoſe ſpare hours, 
whoſe emptineſs becomes their Load, and which 
they would elſe be in pain, and ,probably at no 
ſmall coſt to diſpoſe of. And1 ſee not why it 
ſhould not be full as pleaſant at the inſtant, to 
talk of their own affairs,as of ather mens, { which 
yet are theuſual entertainment of thoſe that neg- 
tect their own; ) to take up Accompts at home, 
as Reckonings at the Tavern : And I an ſure tis 
much more ſo in the conſequences of it, as much 
as:Peace is above Diſcord and Tumnlt, Plenty 
above Indigence and Neceflity. | 
; G 2 _ 30.NEXT 


—_— 
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30. NE XT for Contertment, univerſal con- 


{cnt ſuperſedes the labour of proving that a hap- 


pirieſs, it being unanimonfty accorded'to be the | 


Elixer and Quintcefſence of all that pretends to 
thattitle 3 to beto all theſe outward things, as 
the Soul is to the Body, that which animates and 
inſpirits ther, without which they are but dead, 
yea noiſome cafcaſles, preſſnres inffead of enjoy- 
' ments. This is thetrue Ph;loſophers flone, that 
turns all It touches into Gold 3 the poor man is 
Rich with it, and the Richeſt poor without it. 


Whoever therefofe deſires to improve his Eftate, 


let hirm begin his culture or husbandry upon his 
mind, plant there this Tree of Life, the ſhade 
whereof will yield him a perpetual refreſhment, 
twill make him always as Rich as he deſires to 
be 5 and he certainly knows not what he asks, 
that defnands more. | 

31. T HE next Duty, that of Zzberality, 
may perhaps be thought not to have ſo amiable 
an aſpeCt 3; but it is only by thoſe who look upon 
it through falſe 'Glaſles : men generally conſider 
it asa piece of ſpiritual rapine, an Engine framed 
by Divinesto force open their Coffers, and phin- 


der them without a War. But if they would but 
turn the right end of the PerfpeF7ve, twould ther 


Havea quite contrary appearance3 they would 
diſcern that itis the nieans to multiply,” not di- 
miniſh their ſtore, amore profitable way of uſu- 
ry than any the grecdieſt Extortioner hath ever 
fourid olit. *Tis's lending to the Lrrd, Prov. TH. 
17. Who ſurcly is the moſt folvent Debtor any 

matt 
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can deal with, and one who never makes ſcanty 
retributions. This I am confident might be at- 
teſted eventually true by all thoſe who have at- 
tempted to make the experiment. The only pre- 
judice that can lie againſt their Teſtimony 1s the 
paucity of rhoſe that have ſo attempted (and 
would rg God men would conſpire to ſolve that 
objetion ) for were all charitable perions ſum- 
mon'd to give in their accounts, I doubt not it 
would appear their bounty had enriched, not im- 
poveriſhed them. Iam ſure I have met with ſc- 
veral remarkable inſtances of- it, but never yct 
with one to the contrary ; and therefore if either 
reaſon or preſident may have force, he that canſi- 
ders but rightly his own temporal Intereſt cannot 
but have appetite to this Duty, in reſpect of him- 
ſelf. And yet where there are many bowels, this 
is but-a faint inducement campaxed with that 
which ariſes from the calamities of the perſons 
to be relieved. The wants of the Poor are loud 
and paſſtonate Orators, ſuch as cannot miſs to 
wark upon any, on whom covetouſnels hath not 
firſt wrought the unhappy eMetemorphoſis, of 
turging them into ſtone. And theſe having once 
canyeyed intq a mans mind: a compaſlionate re- 
gret, himſelf groans under that preſiyre, which 
hEſees cruſhing the other : and then what can be 
more pleaſant than by a ſeaſonable charity to eaſe 
both 2 None doubts of the Receivers delight, but 
{ure that is ſhart of the Givers, by how much the 
1Ateriar ſenſe is more ſubtile and acute than the 
extertor. Would God thoſe who make it their 
0-4 - Frage 


Trade to hunt after pleaſures, would try but this 


One piece of Epicuriſm, and then I doubt not, . 


they would acknowledge that all meat 1s infipid, 
compared with that,which = eat with the poor 
mans mouth 3 the moſt ſplendid apparel ſordid 


and inglorious, in reſpect of that they wear upon - 


his back 3 and all pleaſures and recreations Joy- 
leſs and uneaſie, ballanced with thoſe tranſcen- 
dent delights which attend the exerciſe of Chri- 
ſtian liberality, no ee Tee 
32. NOR haye they in the next place any 
reaſon to ſuſpet the Apoſtle treacherous totheir 
preſentintereſt, when he ſeeks to diſpoil them of 
that either Pride, or confidence, which their 
Riches are apt*to create. For the former 'tis 


certain all haughty perſons may very properly in- 


_rerrogate themſelves in that form, we find 3/d. 
5.8. What hath Pride profited as, or what good 
hath Riches with our vaunting brought ws 2 It would 
rely puzzle'the moſt experienced man todefine 
what there is in Pride, that canafford any felict- 
ty. The utmoſt that can be pretended is, that it 
isa lively chearful thing to have good thoughts 
of'ones {af 5 but he that canin earneſt makethis 
plea for Pride, does in juſtice owe as fair an er- 
comiun tO Bedlam: for according to this meaſure 
that cagtains the happieſt people, there being 
choſe that are the moſt highly rapt in the opinion 
of their own Excellenctes. Yet ſure we ſhould 
judge him in good Election for the place, that 
ſhould look upun 1t with appetite, But admit 


thts mightincecd paſs for a pleaſure, yet it is the 


Parent 
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parent of a far greater uneaſineſs, andlike a car-_ 
caſs breeds a worm that devours itſelf. For he 
that looks on himſelf with ſuch reverence, ex- 
asthat all others: ſhould do ſo too, and when 
he fails in that aim ( asnone ſo frequently does, 
as the proud: ) what diſquiets and impatiencies 1s 
he under ! ſuch as infinitely overwhelm all the 
pleaſure of his vain complacencies. A little diſ- 
reſpect from 2/ordecai is able to evacuate all Ha- 
2241's proſperity. Such a Cheat and Impoſtor 
1s Pride, that whilſt it pretends to exalt, it*de- 
baſes3 whilſt it elevates a man above others, it 
really ſubjects him to them, puts him in their po- 
wer to torment and cruciate, and whilſt it makes 
' ſhew of advancing, 'tis but in the ſame manner 
thatthe Rack extends the ſtature by diſlocating 
the Joynts. And then TI hope 'twill be no un- 
friendly office to perſwade men, to keep them- 
ſelves from that Engine of pain, or torecom- 
mend to them ſuch an humility of mind, as may - 
preſerve them in that ſecurity and compoſedneſs, 
which is fundamentally neceſlary to all true hap- 
pineſs. | F 
33- THE veryſame judgment is to be made 
of the other Branch of the Caution, the ot truſ?- 
ing in uncertain Riches, but in the living God : 
which 1s moſt viſibly every mans preſent concern- 
ment. | He that can entertain a doubt of it, let 
him but fall into the hands of ſome treacherous 
or but impotent perſon, that ſhall in ſome impor- 
tant affairs betray his truſt, or deceive his hopes, 
and then let him tell me whether it be nota mans 
TS immedt- 
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- immediate and moſt preſling Intereſt, to build 
his confidences on the Rock, not on the Sand. 
Nothing but the amazibg exigencies of a ſinking 


man can excuſe the folly-of catching at Reeds; - 


- buthe that ſhould delibetately ele& ſach+Sup- 
parters, would be thought as mad, as he is ſure 


to be miſerable: Yet this is but the faint and im- - 


perfet' Emblem: of him © who - reſts upon his 


Wealth : whereas on the other (ide: he that ſhel- 


ters himſelf under the ſhadow of the Almighty, 
3s poſleſt of a 'moſt inexpugnable Fortreſs. - For 
how can he fail of ſecurity that has Omnipotency 
for his Guard, or be deluded in his: truſts, that 
depends on Truth itſelf >: Let theſe ſo diſtant 
ſtates be compared, and then fureT ſhall-not need 


roanticipate-any mans judgment, but may leave 


him to pronounce on which ſide his Intereſt -as 
well as Duty lies in this particular. - - 

34. LASTLY, Temperance alſo puts in be 
claim to Pleaſure, which I prelume -thoſe will be 


ſure to refj{t, who place that wholly in the ſatis- 


faction of the ſenſual appetite. Yet I believe 
one might take even theſe men in ſuch a ſeaſon, 
when they ſhould be forced to giveup their yer- 
dift for it. Come to the Glutton when he 1s la- 
bouring under the load of an overcharged fto- 
mack ro the Prarkard when his mornings qualm 


3s revenging on him his Jaſt nights debauch 3 to_ | 


the /uſtfulperion, when the torment of his bones 
admomihes him of the fins of his fleſh: and then 
a>k them wh<ther Temperance be not more :plea- 


ſant than its Contrary. L can ſcarce think. the 
4 Devil. 
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Devil has any ſuch ſtout Coxfeſſors, but will then 
betray his cauſe. But this-virtue is in itſelf too 
amiable to need any of theſe Foilsto illuſtrate it 3 
the pleaſure of ſubduing a Luſt, of denying an 
Appetite, 1s not only nobler, but greater than 
any 1s to be had in the moſt tranſporting moment _ 
of ſatisfying them. Every man will call him a 

Brute, that when an Enemy is in the Field loſes 
the opportunity of a glorious Vidtory,and expo- - 
ſes himſelf to certain Captivity, rather than for- 
ſake his Liquor, or other ſordid pleaſure. And 
this is juſt the deciſion of the preſent caſe 3 Our 
Luſts are.our mortalleſt EnemiesAnd every time 
they aſlault us, 'tis in our choice either by reſiſt- 
ing them to gain a ſignal Conqueſt, or elſe by 
ſtooping to thoſe deſpicable Cures they hold out 
to us, to be vanquiſhed by them. He that chu- 
ſes the laſt, if he have any ſhadow of pleaſure, 
'tis only that of a Beaſ?, { like an Horle, who 
though he hath indeed the ſatisfaction of recet- 
'ving Meat, yet healſo takes the Bridle, yea the 
Whiptoofrom the ſame hand. ) Tis the former 
only, that isthe pleaſure of a wax, which I ſup- 
pole ſufficient to evince to which: the difference - 
belongs. For ſure none can think God hath been 
ſo unkind to his own Image in humane nature, as 
inthe diſpenſation of felicity to aſſign the Jarger 
ſhare to the Brutes, And therefore in this parti- 
cular as well as the reſt we may conclude,thathe 
15 not on)y the molt pious but the moſt happy 
perion, that makes the right uſes of his Wealth. 
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SECT: VI 


Of the Third Advantage, that of T ime. 


1. WF E T us now proceed to the third Ad- 
| vantage, that of Tizze : which though 

/ men do often ſo induſtriouſly waſte,as 

if it were rather a burden than an advantage, yet 
the differing eſtimates they make of it, when it 
is near expiring, the paſſionate Death-bed wiſhes 
of a few days reprieve, witneſs that it has a real 
value. Forwere it an empty. uſcleſs thing, it 
would not then begin to appear conſiderable, 
when all other vanities grow 1n contempt with us. 
The unhappineſs of it is, that men learnto prize 
it, as they do molt other good things, rather by 
. the want than the enjoying, buy the skill of tra- 
ding with the loſs of the Talent, which ſhould 
maintain the Traffick, and then only came to ac- 
count ita treaſure, whenthey can no longer diſ- 
poſe it to any benefit 3 and that diſpoſing alone 
is it that can render it truly valuable, Ir is there- 
fore a moſt neceſſary providence to learn this art 
of improvement, this piece of ſpiritual husban- 
dry, without which a mans ſelf becomes that ac- 
curſed ſoil, the Apoſtle mentions, Heh. 6. 8. 
Whoſe end 3s to be burned. Let 11s therefore a-while 
examine what are thoſe Imployments of our 
| Time, 
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Time, which may render it moſt fertile to our 
preſent comfort,. and fiiture account. 

2. EVERY manfſays ( though perhaps few 
conſider”) that owr time here is but a Prologue to 
Eternity el{ewhere, and that the condition of that 
Eternity, whether happy or miſerable, depends 
upon the well husbanding of this time. That 
therefore and that only can be the right manage- 
'ry of it, which tends to make our future Eſtate as 
happy, as it is ſure tq be laſting. -To this pur- 
poſe God hath chalked us out fome grear lines of 
Duty, from whence ſo many. lefler do ariſe, as 
will, if we will permit them, twiſt and wind 
themſelves'with every hour of our lives. And 
though theſe Duties are in the kind of them obli- 
gatory to all conditions of men, yet frequenter 
Ads of them are- expected from thoſe, whoſe 
Qualities and fortunes give them more vacancy 
from ſeculartoils. 

3. FOR certainly it is not to be fancied, thax 
God who has put an ative Principle into our na- 
ture ſhould induſtriouſly provide for the fup- 
prefling its operations in any, devote ſuch a Se- 
lect number of men, as an Hecatowb to be offered 
up ta Zdlenefs. And: yet mich leſs can it be 
thought, that he ſhould-ſo promote that Iniqui- 
ty, which he profelies to hate, as to delign them 
to the purſuits of that, eManumit them from Ja- 
bour, to leave them freer for vice. And if net- 
' ther of theſe canbe ſuppoſed,if their leiſure were 
not indulged them either that they might do no- 
thing, or do ill, tacre remains only a third end 

| imaginable, 


- 


2 


;maginable, and that is the doing good; ( for as 


for Sports and Paſtimes, the beſt of them come 


foncar to. Idleneſs, and the worlt of them 'to 
Vice, that as the one is not.to be allowed any, 
ſo the other no conſiderable part of their time. ) 
Now becauſe none 3s gaod but one, that is God, 
Mark 10. 18. we cantake our meaſures of good 
ations only from his preſcription 3 and ſo thoſe 
which he has commended as ſuch to Mankind in 
 genexal, point out to this particular rank'of men 

" the nature of their Exerciſes, as their eſpecial 


Vacancy and leiſure does the higher degrees of 


them. [3--- 7 | | 
4. AND firſt thoſe of Piety towards God 


juſt'y challenge a great ſhare of their Time. For ' 


whereas God may ſeem to have limited and can- 
fined the poor mans zeal, by that Rule of prefer- 
ring zercy to themſelves before ſacrifice to him 3 
he does by exempting the rich from thoſe necefli- 
ties tactly require their devotion to ſwell up to 
ſome proportion-with his bounty to them, who 
being freed from thoſe weights wherewith others 
are clogged and jincumbred, even nature itfclf 
ſuggeſts the expectation of their ſoaring higher. 
He has put them at a diſtance - from the meager 
cares'and ſolicitudes of life, as.if he were jealous 
thoie might prove his rivals, and keep them from 
growing into. a cloſer intimacy - with himſelf. 
And ſhall this deſign of his love be defeated ? 


And when he has thus ſecured himſelf from one 


fort of: Competitor, ſhall more and. baſer_ be 


ſought out, every the triflingeſt and vileſt Enter-, 


tainment 
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tainment be'courted'to':come and ſupplant hini'? | 
This'were indeed to anſwer that odious character 
of the Adnlterefs, Ezek." 16. 34; which was not. 
ſolicited,” but did ſolicit. ' And thoſe that can 
make ſach tnivorthy and provokingrerurns to f6 
endearing a kindneſs, evince themſelves deſtitute 
not only of grace; 'btit of all degrees of common 
go00d nature. For wheirhe fo projets fortheir 
familiarity and conveife,what can be more inhir- 
mane and ingrate, tharthus ſcornfully-to decline 
it? Yetunder this charge all thoſe will'certainly 
fall, who'do not imploy/(nay devoteYevery day 
ſome conſiderable part of this their- vacant rime 
to the keeping up their intercourſe with God, by 
Reading, Prayer and Meditation: | 
3. IN thenext place, Themſelves put' in for 
4 part. But here T meati not thoſe brutiſh ſenſual 
ſelves, which have in'many '(like' Pharaob'slean 
kine )devoured the nobler and+moreexcellents 
but it is the more divine-and ſublimared 'part of 
them, on which theirtime is to be}aid out; Ard 
here they can never want buſineſs,” that beingin 
ſeveral] reſpetts a very proper obiect of their'di- 
lIigence. © For fifſt, 'their Underſtandings, how 
cleat and vigorous ſoever, attainnot their height 
at once, are not like Adam created in} a ftate of 
maturity and perfeQion, ' but like his degraded - 
poſterity, make gradual motions towards it, ad= 
vance by ſeveral ſtefis and degrees of proficieticys 
norcan we in this life aſcend to: ſuch 2'No# ultra, 
as excludes a'poſhbility of growth. So'thar no 
advantage of Educatiotcan ſuperſede the _ of 
: | Alter- 
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After-induſtry, that being ſtill able to;make far- 
ther improvements, . bring in; new. acceffions to 
their Knowledge. And thisis fo inviting.an en- 
tertainment, /as may very-reaſonably.expet their 
=o pu ſome' hours of the day jn their Stu- 
-cGIES, | | «Fax 54 a”, ribs 

: -6. BUT. thoughthis be a conſiderable, yet is 
-ttnot the weightieſt part,of that care. they owe 
.themſelves. -! For as the Soul. conſider'din its 1»- 
teleF, may thus become. their Pupil, fo in. irs 
Morals 1t' has often need'tobe their Patient; For 
though inits Original” Conſtitution” 1t was per- 
FeMly pureand healthy, yet by inhabiting in this 
peſthouſethe Fleſh; it hath ..contracted much of 
1ts contagion 3-and-by how.much the-more deli- 

cate and refined its compoſition. ts, ſo much. the 
more mortal-are-the- diſeaſes, to. which: it is ſub- 
jet. Itwill therefore require a cloſe. and wary 
attendance.. A,Phyfician that has a nice and ten- 
der Patient, muſt be. very aſſiduous in.his care, 
obſervant of all: ſymptoms,; watchfal, againſt all 
accidents. And ſo certainly ſhould men be here; 
they ſhould: make daily. obſervations. how their 
ghoſtly ſtrength increaſes/or decays,; what Hu- 
 mour moſt predominates, whether Choler boikt 
up into rage, :Phlegm freez into'ſloth.5 whether 
the Sanguineneſs of their temper make them luſt- 
ful, or the Melancholy revengeful, and accord- 
ingly apply their ſpiritual Purgatives, the Baths, 
or the Peleſira, preſcribe rules of Diet and Exer- 
ciſe. And doubtleſs whoever makes theſedaily 
ſtrict inſpeCtions into himſelf, will by the-ineſti- 
' mable 
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mible benefit he receives from.it,. be taughthow 
great a4 blefling his Time is, and, how much a 
| greater to have grace thus toemploy'it. : ., 

7. BUT though a Mavzs ſelf. be a Province 
wide enough to take up a goodipart:of his time, 
yet muſt he not ſo ingrols it, as .to. defraud his 
Neighbour, who has alſo a right ;to ſhare init. 
God having made man after his own Image, has 
( as part of that ) ſtamped upon 'him the Bounty 
and Communicativeneſs of his nature : and there- 
fore when we live wholly to our ſelves, weraſe 
and deface that Impreſs. And when tis remem- 
bred that the heinouſneſs even of: Murder is by 
God pronounced to ariſe fromthe violation. of his 
_ Image, Gen. 9.6. parity of reaſon muſt conclude 
thisno light guilt. Nor is it. only, our Goods we 
are to- impart ( forthat were a very partial Tran- 
{cript of that Bounty we are' to.imitate, which 
gives us ſo much beſides) but ingeneral whateyer 
other Ability we have by which, our neighbour 
may receive advantage : and ſoa man has as many 
employments of his time, as he either finds or 
can-make opportunities of doing.good to others. 
I ſay make 3 for ſure ſince God, hath conſtituted 
Love to our neighbour one of the, fundamental 
laws toMankind,we are not to look upon it-only 
as an accident or caſualty, but as.a.main and de- 
liberate buſineſs of our lives 3 notrefer. it wholly 
to chance whether ever we ſhall do.an act of this 
kind, or no, but induſtriouſly-ſeek out and im- 
prove occaſions. Thus we find the Liberality of 


our Bleſſed Lord repreſented to us in the paces 
of 
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96 THE GENTLEMAN 
of the great Supper, Luke 14. 16. where there was 
not only liberal proviſions made for ſuch as would 
come in, but importunity uſed to draw them, 
particular invitations made” to the poor ard the 
maimed, the halt and the blind; and when that 
brought not in gueſts enough, the High-ways and 

' Hedges wereto be ranſacked, and a general Prefs, 
as it were, made of men,to receive not the Ear- 
neſt-penny of Death,Cwhich- is uſually the got: 

fication of our Preſs-money Y but the Antepaſt of 
Eternal life. - O' that all thoſe whopretend to 


greatneſs of mind, would copy out this Munifi- | 


cence, that they would prevent mens defires, 


and invite them to come arid be obliged by them. - 


For want of this, many occafions of doing bene- 
fits are loſt 5 the modeſty of ſome, perhaps the 
pride of others, averts them from requeſting 


thoſe affiſtances they moſt need. It were there- 
fore the nobleſt Study a Gentleman could enter-. 


tain himſelf with, to ſearch the various Wants of 
thoſe within his ſphere. But' then he-muſt 'be 
{ure todo it with a candid deſign, the 'more op- 
Portunely toapply himſelf to their aid :} he-muft 
not treacheroufly inquife, who wants knowledge 
, toidefide, but inſtrut them 3 not hunt'out: a de- 
bauched perſon, to make him his Companion, 
but his Convert ;-not find out quarrels to ſoment, 
but compole them 3 in a word,not pry into other 
mens conternments, lttke a buſie-body, but a 
Friend 5 not to comply witli his own curioſity, 
but their need. And now he that pays a juſt Tri- 
bute of his Time to theſe three grand Duries, 

| will 
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will ( when the other dues'to Nature, temporal 
Afﬀairs, and neceſſary Civilities are deducted ) 
not have much to facrifice either to Idleneſs or 
Vice, but will rather think he wants Time than 
Buſineſs. | 

8. BUT alas, the full leiſure they generally 
find for the dire& contrary employments, wit- 
nefles too irrefragably that they are not thus ta- 
kenup. ltis true indeed, we find God often in 
their Mouths, but it 1s rather 'in Oaths, than 
Prayers 3 as if they meant their 0 rm 
ſhould be the only teſtimony that they believeda 
Deity. How many are there ſuch profeſt Vota- 
ries to Bacchws, that their Knees are reſerved on- 
ly for him, never to be bent but in' drinking of 
Healthsz that ſeem to have enafted to them- 
ſclves the prophaner part of Darias's Law, Daz. 
6. 7. that of asking no Petition of God,only herein 
out-vyrng him, that their's is for. an' indefinite, . 
not limited timez whoreckon Saying of Prayers 
among thoſe pedantick tasks of their childhood, 
- which expire with /the Rod and Ferwla, and can 
never think fit to debaſe their more Manly ſtate 
toit, unleſs perhaps a reſtleſs night may force 
themto call it into ſupply the place of a more 
uſual and plealing Arodyne. Whether this be 
not the pitch of many Gertlemens Devotion, I ap- 
peal toany that obſerves their Pradtice. | 
'9. N OR havethey much more todo in the 
Library, than' the Oratory, unleſs it be ſtored”. 
with Romances : any deeper ſort of reading is ag 
formidable 'to'them, 'as the Mines or Galleys 

. H nor. 


nor do they without wonder look at thoſe who 
can voluntarily ſet themſelves to tug at thoſe 
Oars. But Divinity 1s beyond all others under 

rejudice with them, decried not only as a crab- 
bed, but wrgentile ſtudy 3 fo that upon pain of 
Reproach, none are to know more of it,than may 
Juſt qualifie them to deride it 3 or read the Bible 
to any other purpoſe, than to enable them to 
blaſpheme God in his own ſtile. Tf theſe men 
may be ſaid at all to converſe with God, it is in 
theſame manner, that the Phariſees did with our 
Saviour, with the infidious defign of ertangling 
bim in his talk , Matth. 22. And ſure the more 
time is thus ſpent, the worſe. 


+ 
o 


10. PROPOR TIONABLY to this 


they acquit themſelves of the other parts of this 


Duty 3 that T;z#-e which they ſhould beſtow ei-. 


ther in preventing or curing their ſpiritual Ma- 
hadies, they lay out wholly in contracting or in- 
creaſing them. They have made a moſt ſtrict 
league with the Fleſh, and like faithful Confe- 
derates they omitno endeavour to ſtrengthen its 
Party,.to ſupply it with freſh forces, the ex- 
pence of the whole day is managed wholly in or- 
der to that end. Thus that they may be ſure to 
keep their Luſt- high and vigorous, they giveit 
a nouriſhing breakfaſt of Sloth in the morning, 
a full meal of gluttony at noon, beſides multi- 
eadesof collations in obſcene Diſcourſe and Fan- 
cies, alltheday: and with theſe Auxiliaries, it 
nced not doubt to maintain the Field againſt 
| poor maccrated Chaſtity. So again, leſt Sobrie- 
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ty ſhould happen'to ſurpriſe them, ati} gain bue 
the honour of one Day, how vigilant are-they to 
oiveit the firſt affault ? Scarce a day that 'they 
draw not up \in Batalia againſt it, and'feldom 
miſs giving it a total Rout-3 and if Sleep' like a 
Miſt befriend it to ſteal ' upon them in| the 
morning again, yet that; little ſucceſs-is 'but a 
preparation to a more ſignal Defeat it» the aftet- 
noon, which is with many, a time allotted whol- 
}y to theſe skirmifhes 3 perhapsthe chaſe follow- 
ed all night, nay, putfuedifofar by ſome;'till an 
habitual Sottiſhneſs fave them the labour of theſe 
Quotidian Combats. Nor is their Pride fo af-. 
fronted, as to'be forgot in the diſtribution of 
their Time, a good ſcantling of it is cut out to 
its uſe 3 ſome' in contriving and' deſigning their 
Cloaths, and ſome 1n putting them on; ſome in 
admiring themſelves, and fome in projeting to 
be admired by others 3 ſome in hearing flatte- 
ries;- and more in refletingand raminatmgupon 
them. ; Me 2's as | 
11. A S for thoſe broken parcels 'of  Tzeve, 
which are nat thus devoted to: theſe or ſome 
other fet and ſolemn Senſualities, ' they are 
gleaned up by Sports and unſignificant paftimes - 
nay, even ſome who abſtain from the former, do 
yet ſo wholly abandon' themſelves to the latter, 
thartherr lives become utterly unprofitable. Un- 
der this number I have no intention to include all 
who allow themlefves Recreations31 know-ſome 
'divertiſement'is 5 gecemary, both to'the-Body 
and Mind of- a man, that if it keep within mo- 
| H 7 __drrate 
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derate bounds, it: is: but. a juſt, debt to himſelf, 
and cannot ;fall: under any: il}-charater but 
that which 'is, reprehenfible-in, this matter, - is 
. the' excels and inordinacy, of,, it, the making 
that'a buſineſs, | whizhſhould be but a diverſion, 
Andthis we ſeetoq uſuatwith many,who abſurd- 
ly ſtretch this priviledge of their Gertility,. even 
till it break 5 purfye their ſports of Hawking and 
Hunting, &c.-1o yeheimently and: afliduquſly, 
that ere'they are aware, they adopt theſe, their 
_ Callings 5 ' never conſidering that a Faulconer 
. or Huntſman 1s indeed as mean a Vocation, as 
thoſe they moſt deſpiſe. But whatever other 
' paſtimes/of this nature any man ſuffers to uſurp 
his time,.be does in it extreamly reproach him- 
ſelf, tacitly confeſſes, that he is. unht' for gene- 
rous and:manly . imployments,- and calls him'cf 


days. | 
w—_ I-K NO W. not whether I may rank the 
great and deep Gameſters in this File 3 for though 
the nature'of their imployment belong to it, yet 
there are ſuch conſiderable ruinous: cfiects of it, 
as ſeemito place. it in the number'of more ſeri 
ous I!!s..- And indeed, though, Cuſtom hath cal- 
led it, Play, yetthe many anxious fears and un- 
ealie,.Commotions which uſually attend 1t,evince 
the' great impropriety - of the. Title, and would 
more-reaſonably have giyen it .a name of the di- 
ret contrary :importance; , But as feigned names. 
are commonly. an art of. concealing- perſons, 1o 
- this Tradeaflumes the {tile of Qivertlement Jp 
PRE. 7 : Ec 


Child,.-while he thus trifles and plays away his | 
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deed to diſguile its; true:original; which undoubt- : 
edly is Covetouſneſs. For what:imaginablevauſe 
can there be aſſigned; beſides the deſire of 'Win- 
ing, that ſhould make men venture what they 
are ſo unwilling; to: Jofe? It is':certain, he-that 
plays for a Peece,; has as much of: the divertive 
part, -ashe that ſtakes a thouſand :. and were that 
all were deſigned,: men::necd-:hot, and certainly 
wouldnot ſo pratuſely over-buy. what-offers it- 
ſelf .atio much a:cheaper rate.': :Þ know this-1s a 
motive men think-too ſordid:toown, butwould: 
God they would once learn{inthisbetter:fenie ) 
to revere themſelves:as welt -asi \others, ;and:de- 
ſpiſe. to be prevailed: on by what they. are .aſha- - 
med to avow.-:; But .the event. ordinarily ſpeaks 
It as great a Folly, as Meannels; of which there 
are 'tgo many fad: inſtances: in- the- ſhipwracke 
Fortunes of thele Adventurers: And indeed:there 
1s nothing wonderful in it, but that men; will be 
ſomad/ as to run; the hazard. For that being 
ſuppoſed, it is not at alt ſtrange to ſee them fink 
under it. - For.a man has thereto deal not with 
Chance alone ({ which yet were bur atickle bot- 
tom to-imbark in) but with'ſach combinations of 
Deceit, that even. good Fortune itſelf will not 
ſecure him : ſo ithar he that has not learnt to 
Plough with the ſame Heifer, 1s:ltke to make but 
lad Husbandry of it. And.evenithoſe that have, 
it they happen tc: get ſome few:good Crops, yet 
they quite wear out-the ſoil with them, forfeit 
that Reputation with all conſidering men, which 
ſhould let them in: tq- farther opportunities, ;and 
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leave themſelves to: ive not ſo:much upon;their 
own:Wits, as other mens Follies. It is true in- 
deed; /that ; hath cv theſe latter days proved a 
pretty latge Gommor to graze on, and ſome have 
ſeemed to thrive well uponit but generally fuch 
| Cattle» meet /at Jaſt with a pinching Winter, 
which-leaves:them. as bare and meagre,  asever. 
In ſhort, Cheating:has uſually a reflexed effica- 
Cy and decetves none more than thoſe that uſe 
it: yetſuch arſtroak hath it now got in Gaming, 
thatinmoſt Companits it leaves men. only this 
miſerablechoice, Whether they. will be active or 
paſſive in it. Which methinks ſhould be enough 
to awake men, as-immoderate Tyrannies uſe to 
do,: to:vindicate their Liberties, and reduce Ga- 
mingfrom this exorbitancy to.its Primitive uſe, 
mike i it ceaſe tobe a Trade, and become aRe- 
creation 3-and that toa bounded. within ſuch juſt 
limits, that it may not  incroach-6n thoſe hours 
which ſhould: be deſtined, to greater concern- 
ments. © But .as it is-between 'this and thereſt, 
either Impertinencies/ or Vices; :al their timeis 
ſo pre-ingaged and fore-ſtatled, that their moſt 
Important intereſt 1s left forlorn and neglected; 
they have as little Leiſure as Will ro conſider the 
poor Soul, or ſcarce to remember that they carry 
any ſach trifle about.them. 


3. AN D now they that: thus forget God - 


and themſelves, :no wonder if: they afford; litrle 
confiderationtotheir brethren... They will not 
be guilty of ſuch an Indecorur, or deny the Body 
of fin its exact ſyeunetry; by making this. part 
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unproportionable to the reſt : and therefore they 
either allow no part of their #imce to others,or do 
it to ſuch inverted perverſe purpoſes,as makes the 
payment worſe than robbery. Thus many be- 
ſtow /3ſt- on others, not out of any purpoſe of 
kindneſs, but either to trifle away their own 
time, or to make obſervations, what they can 
{py ridiculous to entertain their laughter. A my- 
ſtery the London-viſitants are generally well read 
1m, who have put this buſineſs long fince 1nto a 
ſet]ed courſe 3 1o that the diſcoveriesof one Vi- 
fit ſets them in a ſtock of defaming, backbiting 
diſcourſe for the next, and ſo ſucceffively ad in- 
finitum. So again, many who call themſelves 
Gentlemen, much to the reproach of that title, 
it they- can find out ayoung Heir of much wealth 
and little prudence, how officious, how diligent 
are they in attending him ? watching him as glad- 
ly as a Vulture does the fall of a Carcaſs; till they 
find an advantage to rook him at Play, entangle 
him im Sureriſhip, or perhaps betray him to ſome 
mean and unequal Match. So if they hear but 
of a beautiful Woman, what contrivances, what 
deſigns do they lay, firſt to ſee, and then to cor- 
rupt her 3 make it a buſineſs to themſelves, as 
well as a trade to their agents and faftors, ta 
{pring ſuch game? And upon ſuch occaſions as 
theſe can liberally ſacrifice'their Tizze, of which 
when any Charitable office would borrow from 
them but ſome few minutes, they. are then ſuch 
buſie perſons, they can by no means afford it, 
A Nabals blunt and churlijh refuſal, or at belt a j 
H 4 Felix's 1 


104 THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING. 


Felix's put-off to a convenient ſeaſon, are the uſu; 
al returns to ſuch motions. But to anticipate the 
Propoſal, to go in queſt of ſuch Opportunities, 
looks with them like a piece,of Knight-errantry, 
has ſolittle of their praQtice,that it ſcarce elcapes 
their ſcorn. » 

14. AND now whata heavy Bill of Indict- 
ment is like one day to be brought in againſt 
them, when God, their Souls, and their Neigh- 
bours ſhall all joyn inthe Charge ! Oh that they 


would ſeafonably conſider how ſadly obnoxious - 


they are to it, and that condemnation which will 
inevitably follow it 3 that ſo they may, accord- 
ing to Chriſts counſel, Mat. 5. 25: agree with 
theſe adverſaries while they are in the way, 
and by yielding to each of, them for the 
future a juſt portion of their Tiz-e, compound 
the buſineſs, ſtop the Proceſs againſt . them. 
That they .would remember, that of all their 
prodigalities, this of their Time is the moſt de- 
ſperate, ſuch as is moſt impoſſible to redeem, 
and yet that whereinthey are of all others the 
deeplieſt concerned. , . And this they would cer- 
tainly be convinced of, if their Aiery fancies 
.could but ſo condenſe into Earth, as to bring 
them into any acquaintance with their Beds of 
duſt, givethem ſome foretaſte of their Dying 
terrors : for let them but ſadly think what they 
would then give for ſome few of thole Days they 
ow (tudy tofling away, and they cannot chuſe 
but infer the neceſlity of being better Ra" 
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We read 1n Scripture: of the. Demoniacks dwek- 
ling among the Tombs: but the ,D 2 has ſure 
changed . that habitation for thoſeglw 
now poſſeſſes he permits not to.converſe at all 
there, as knowing it i5 the properelt preparative 
to his diſpgſleſſion. And doubrleſs it would be 
the moſt powerful Exorciſz, as of all others,..ſo 
of this Evil ſpirit ( thisfileching Devil,. thatthus 
ſteals from. men their precious hours.) often to 
deſcend into the Vault or Gharnel-hoxſs, and 
by ſerious. conſideration how ſhort their Ti-ae 
is, to inforce upon themſelves a care of redeem- 
zng it. 

Ro NOR need they fear,... that, to —i—_ 
their Time, they muſt ſell their Pleaſures, give 
up themſelves to a. joylels ſtate: of life. For 
though it is true they,muſt reſign-their counter- | 
feir, they, ſhall have real | Delights in, exchange 3 
they muſt part with their Glaſs, but (hall have, 
Goldin ſtead of it. And as none but a rude 7+. 
dian will repine at that bargain in the Literal, ſo 
none but a ruder Chriſtian can diſlike it in the 
Moral ſenſe. For inthe firſt place, he that im- 
ploys his time in converling with God, is not on-. 
ly more honourably and more profitably, bat al-. 
ſo more pleaſantly buſied than he can poſlibly be 
any other way. Weall ſay, That God jsthe Cen- 
tre of Felicity : but he gives himſelf the lie, that 
does not withal-confeſs, that the cloſer acquain- 
tance we have with him, the nearer approach we }. 
make to happineſs. For whoever believed the 
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Sun to be the Fountain of heat, and yet feared to 
freez by dÞwing nearits Rays ? Indeed none but 
the downMght Atheiſt can with any tolerable 
Logick, diſpute the pleaſantneſs of this Duty. 
For can any whole Faith has ſet up a God, ſuffer 
their fancies todrefs him like a Fiend > Put on 
him-ſach nnlovely ſhapes, as may beget averſion, 
| deter them from approaching to him ? Can they 
FI ca!l hima Deity, to whom they will nor attri- 
bute ſo much as they will to every ingenuous 
man, the honour of being good Company ? This 
1s to be not! only prophane, but abſurd. And if 
there be any of ſoſhort Diſcourſe, I ſuppofe him 
nneapable of conviction by Argument : the com- 
mon Proverb hath aſſigned him his Teacher, viz. 
Experience. Let him by frequent, yet reverent 
Addreſſes to God, grow into fome familiarity 
with him, bring himſelf within diſtance of re- 
ceiving his refreſhing Influences,and then he will 
diſcover how very unkind he hath been to him- 
ſelf in thus long holding off. In humane Con- 
. verſations we uſe not tofind the guſt and reliſh of 
them, till we arrive to ſpme degree of Freedom : 
they that converſe as ſtrangers, are under con- 
. ftraints and uneaſineſs. And certainly the main 
cauſe of that diſguſt men have to this Spiritual 
entercourſe, is their unaccuſtomedneſs to it. 
They addreſs to God perfettly as ſtrangers, now 
and then pay him a ſlight Viſit, as it were by way 
of formality and complement 3 and then no won- 
der if it be neither ſatisfaftory to. God nor them- 
felves. But thea'tis fare great injuſtice _ 
| ame . 
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fame.that as unpleaſant, which becomes ſo only 
by their own 11] managery 3 to ſay there is no wa- 
terin the Well, only becauſe they negle&@to-pro- 
vide a Bucket for the drawing of itup. + 
16. I'N the next place 'tis ſure, their Souls 
mean them no malice, in exacting part of their 
Time. For firſt, what they beſtow in improving 
and exalting their Underſiandings, does not only 
bring them in vaſt advantages in the end, butaf- 
fords them alſo very fair accommodations by the 
way. | Learning yields ſuch variety of agreeable 
entertainments, that like the eManna in the Wil- 
derzefs 1t adapts itſelf to every mans taſte, he 
_ that likes not one ſort may fit himſelf with anos 
ther 3.and ſure he muſt have a ſtrangely vitiated: 
palat, to: whom none of them will reliſh, 1 cat 
ſcarce think Nature has produced w__ thing fo 
diſtemper'd 3 but men take up general and implt- 
cite prejudices, and will lookion Books in no 
other notion but as. Taskmaſters, whereas if they 
would but conſider: them. as Compamions; they 
could not miſs of one kind or other, to finds 
pleaſant converſation':amongthem, "7 
17..AS for that portion of their Time which 
is ſpent in attendance: on the yet 'more' ſpiritual 
part of them, 'tis rather a gift than arobbery, to 
help them to ſuch a way of expence. Ingennous 
men think it a prize when they meet an opportu- 
atty torefcue from the fullage' of time any thing 
that catries the ſtamp of ancient worth: and'No- 
bility. But this s apiece of the' greateſt Anti- 
guity, ofthe nobleſt, yeadivineft Impreſs. How 
TEAS. | cat 
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can mens hours be better laid out, than in'reſto-: 
ring it to its primitive luſtre, 1n vp 
ſoil wherewith the ſteam of boiling pattions hath 
obſcurd it, and by disburdening it of tho'e loads 
ofnoxious humours under which it labours, {like 
good Phyſicians, recover it from a languiſhing,: 
infirm, to a vigorous athletique habit ?- And. ſure 
theſatisfation of this mult tar exceed all other 
entertainments.; Jndeed that. which is uſually 
takenup in ſtead, of it, can with no juſtice pre- 
tend to-any tolerable complacency. No man en- 
vies. his felicity, . but contemns his ſordid: and 
abjed ſpirit, that ,picks.out . the baſeſt and.un-. 
worthieſt company : And ſhall it here paſs for 
pleaſure toconlort only with the plebeian part of 
himſelf, thoſe; fenlual Appetites, which: are the 
Common people of this Little world, to ſpend 
all his time in. Treating and Careſling- of theſe, 
and 1n the interim let. the . Soul, which 1s:of ſo 
noble an extraction, ſo excellent endowments, 

and by negle&ed; nay be trodden to' death in 
the. croud of this vulgar rabble? Certainly this 
is a Tragedy, that no. man--could ſee upon the 
Stage without indignation : yet God knows, this 
1s it men daily.a& over with -applauſe toithem- 
ſelves. Would God they would once ſhift the 
Scene, and let the oppreſt Soul have its ſean 
of triumphing < doubtleſs they would: find it 
more pleaſant ta. ſhare in its Conqueſts :than in 
its ruine. We read indeed of ſome Nations 
that have by the rztes of a. barbarous religion 
beenforced to make Hymane ſacrifices : yet we 
| | ad 
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find nor that they had:ſo ſlaughtered Humanity 


itſelf, 'as to .make it matter of delzght.- And - 


has our Civility fo far outdone their Barbariſm, 
that it ſha]l be pleaſure todo that in! ſpight of our 
Religion, which they did in obedience to theirs? 
To butcher the Man within.us, and leave nothing 
but our outward Form and inward Guile to.dif- 
ference us from Beaſts? He that. diſclaims! this, 
muſt neceſſarily confeſs the pleaſure lies on the 
other ſide, in reſcuing the Spirit from the,uſir- 
pations,: yea tyranny of the Fleſh 3 and conſe- 
quently, that the Time he this beſtows 1s not 
loſt, but improved to his own greatelt' preſent, 
as well as future advantages. -- 24s 

18. THE like may ( 1n the'laſt place );;be 
ſaid of that part of it which. 1s laid our. to 
the benefit of others, which is that which 
brings us to taſte the moſt delicious of humane 


v 


delights :: the pleaſure of Obliging being of. all 


_ thoſe the moſt raviſhing and tranſporting.-: And 

for this we need not. the verdict of Chriſtianity ; 
the Philoſopher atteſts it as well as the Divine. 
Nay it is foreceiveda truth, that ſcarce any man 
will avom ſo much 1] nature. as to reſiſt it in 
diſcourſe, how much ſoever his praftice diſowns 
it, Indeed this is a pleaſure of ſo exalted, fo 


quinteſſential a kind, that what Herod's Audi- 


fors ſaid in flattery of his Oration,” we may fay 
in truth of this, *Tis the delight rather of a God, 
than a #747. That Soveraign Being, though he 
were eternally happy in himſelf, yet as if he had 
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. wanted of his compleat felicity,whileſt he enjoy:d 
it alone, yas pleaſed rather to create, than want 
| objects of his goodneſs. Anda pleaſure to which 
God himſelf has given ſuch an atteſtation, as to 
makea World inorder to it, fure cannot, with- 
out the moſt impious contradiction of his choice, 
. bedeſpiſed by man. And certainly 'tis none of 
the leaſt of thoſe benefits he hath vouchſafed our 
nature, that he hath givenus a capacity of it, by 
affording us thoſe powers by which we may ad- 
vantage and oblige one another 3 ſo pointing us 
out a courſe, whereby we may not only inno- 
cently, but ſuccesfully entertain Lucifers defign, 

of being /ike the moft High. Tt really makes Men 
what the Heathens vainly fancied their Heroes, 

even Demi-gods. O thatthoſe, who think.it No- 
ble to be aſpiring,would thus verifie the opinion, 


by terminating all their wiſhes and endeavours ir - 
this one Generous Ambition ! and then 'tis ſure 
they would notneed to be told the happineſs of _ 


fhis ſo Deifyinganimployment. 
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Of the Fourth Advantage, that of his Authority. © 


Gentleman's advantage, in reſpect of his 

Authority over thoſe that relate to, or de- 
pend on him, And this, if rightly managed, is 
of excellent uſe, though as capable of being per- 
verted, as any of the former. He who has ſecu- 
lar ties upon men, . may often, by. thoſe. cards 
' which bind their worldly intereſt, draw them tq 
a conſideration of their ſpiritual. A Terart who 
thinks his livelihood concerned in the good Will 
_ ofhis Landlord, A Penſioner whoſe ſubliſtence 
reſts upon the bounty of his Patron, will ſtrive 
to model themſelves to ſuch a form, as may beſt 
ſuit the inclinations of the perſon they delire to 
endear: they are uſually Wax to him, that are 
Flint to others. But then, as variety of Seals 
make differing Impreſſions, ſo this flexibleneſs 
of theirs may be either abuſed to ill,or improved: 
to good : this Wax may receive the Image of a 
Beaft or an Angel. . It js therefore the duty. of 
thoſe who are poſleſt of this advantage, touſfe it 
to the impreſling not of Vice, but Vertue to: 
contrive , how they, may, moſt effeftually dil- 
cquntenance-the one, and encourage the MR. 


r. J N the fourth: place we are toconfiderthe 
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And this they may doubtleſs have frequent op- 
portunities of, towards either of thoſe relations 
forementioned. + JE | 

2. BUT to none ſo often as to their Dome- 
ſticks and Menial ſervants. Theſe are alwaysfo 
much in their road, that they ſeem to be marked 
out by God as their moſt peculiar Province. 
Every Maſter has ſo much of the Prophet, that 
he is ſet as a Watchman, Ezek. 3.17. over his Fa: 


mily, and'ought as: jealouſly to obſerve the ap- 


proach of any Vice towards it, asa Centinel does 
that of an Enemy. 'Tis a very pernicious error 
for men to think themſelves no other ways con- 
cerned 1n their Servants, than they are in their 


* Horfes or Oxen, to look upon them only as anv+ 


ther ſpecies of Working-cattle, and ſo they do 
their buſineſs, care not how arrant Brutes they 


be. Whereas they ſhould remember, that they 


with themſelves are Common-ſervants to the one 
Great Maſter, and that rhe-ſubordination of the 
one to the other is but the wiſe Oeconomy of their 
Lord, who'has ( as in great Families we ſee it 
uſual ) conſtituted the one as Stewards or Super- 


_ vifors, toregulate the reſt : and then *twill ap- 


pear a piece of enormous unfaithfulnefs ro neg- 


 teft this charge. To avoid which guilt, it will 


concern Gertlemen to have a ſedulous' care over 
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txalgghg brick without ſtraw,require the ſuperſtru- 
&ure of Chriſtian lives, where there wants the 
neceſſary foundation of Chriſtian knowledge, ' 
they muſt provide that none under their charge 
be deſtitute of the means of laying that ground- 
work, of knowing fo rauch'of Religion as may 
bring then into'ari”?acquaintance with their duty. 
But to give life to'all theſe endeavours 'tis indiſ- 
penſably'neceſfary for them to avow ſuch a Love- 
to piety and vertue, and ſuch a Deteſtation of 
the contrary, 'that their ſervants may ſee, that 
there is but one way of approving. themſelves 
both to' their earthly and heavenly Maſter: - 

3. I'F it be here Objefted; That it is but a 
counterfeit vertue, which derives it felf fromthe 
care of pleaſing men, and ſothat this is, but to 
teach them to convert prophaneneſs to hypocri- 
fe: I muſt yield fo far as to confeſs, that whete 
that continues the - final motive; it will never. 
avail any man. But as God often uſes temporal 
and outward occorrencies, to prodyce inwar 
and ſpiritual effe&s, ſoit may; here happen, that 
thoſe whoſe firſt approaches to Goodneſs were 
mercenary, aid out'of compliance to others,may 
by coming within'view ofit diſcernit ſo amiable, 
that they may after love it for its ſelf. And in- 
deed conſidering the rude ignotance uſual among 
the vulgar, *tis ſcarce imaginable they ſhould im- 
brace it upoh the! bare ſtrength of ſpeculation; 
and therefare muſt be allowed ſecular invitations, 
a» baitsto allure them. As for thoſe that never 
advarice higher than' the meer Form of — 
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what weight ſoever it may add to their_own 
doom, yet perhaps that may juſtly be accoffated 
teſs miſchievous tothe world, than the contrary 
extreme 5 Hypocrifie being a ſin that cannot well 
fet up for Proſehztes, becauſe it never owns itſelf 
of a diſtin& party from true Piety. And tis not 
impoſlible, that the example of a. feigned Chri- 
ftian, way teach others to ſurmount their copy, 
and be that in fincerity,which he is but in appea- 
rance : whereas open Vice pretends to no ſuch 
poſlibility, breaths. nothing but contagion, and 


like a peſt infetts communities. We have there- 


fore reaſon to conclude, that ifthis care were ge- 
nerally taken, 'twere a ſervice not only to God, 
but the Common-wealth, which has not more 
unprofitable, nay noxious burdens lying on her 
from any rank of men, . than from. lewd and idle 
Servants 3 who uſing their places only as a ſhelter 
for their ſloth and licentiouſneſs, when that 
Gonrd withers, know not whither to retire, but 
uſually either live Beggars, or die Thieves: 
whereas if Gentlemensfamilies were ſo ordered,as 
to become Seminariesof Induftry and Sobriety, 
the number of them 1s ſo great, that they might 
be able to ſend out many Colonies of uſeful. and: 


civil perſons. 


4- THERE is alſoanother ſort of Relative, | 


viz. 4Friend : over whom though they have not 


that Authority, which ſprings from this ſervile. 


ſtock of hopes & fears, yetthey have one ofa much 
more poble deſcent, and more vigorous efficacy. 
Friendſhip has a key tothe heart,which it may uſe 

not 
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not only to let itſelf into its ſecrets,/but ;alſo to 
introduce its own conceptions, ſentiments, and 
inclinations 3 it ſo mixes with the mind; that it 
may inſenlibly convey into'it any des: Now to 
uſe, this intimacy to. the bringing in any; thing 
baſe and unworthy, is the vileſt treachery,;fuch as 
is. but imperfedtly repreſented. by the treaſon of 
him, who requites his friends hoſpitality, by 
bringing in Thieves or Murderers upotthim. : A 
guilt.ſo vehemently tobe abhorred,thatnonezs to 
think himſelf at a ſufficient and juſt diſtaneefrom 
it, but he that induſtriouſly purſaes- the: direft 
contrary 5 he therefore that hath a Friendjought 
ſtudiouſly to contrive how he may moſtipromote 
his advantages, and thoſe not.only his outward 
and ſecular, but alſo ( yea principally ).hisin- 
ward and ſpiritual. This is the only ſenfewhere- 
in'tis lawful to have deſigns upon: him; and in 
this he is not only licenſed, but obliged, to-have 
ſo. He mult here uſe all friendly ſtratagetms to 
recommend and endear vertue to him;. make his 
kindneſs the Vehicle, whereinthe moregrateful- 
ly to adminiſter whatever is moſt wholſome,even 
reproofs, when they appear ſo3 and yet by ta- 
king his own turn in being the Patient, evince; 
that 'tis no aſſuming humour, that creates him a 
Phyſician. If friendſhips were.thus managed, it 
would be-indeed a moſt ſacred-relation; [ſuch as 
would be above the violations of thoſe petty tri- 
vial diſtaſtes, which now, adays diſſolve them- 
| Hearts that are. tyed together with: theſe/conſe- 
crated bands,arc like 24a and Fife joyned toe 
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ther infeparably by God, and much for the ſame 


end of propagation 3 only herein as far ſuperior 


to their pattern, as'the mind is to the body, the 
divine excellencres of a Saint to the natural com- 
poſition of a man. ''We may reaſonably believe 
they were Friendſhips of this making, that firſt 
brought that name'into ſo much veneration, and 
were they againreduced to this, no Exrcominms 
could'be'too laviſh for them. Such a reducement 
were a work well worthy the ſpirit and ingenuity 
of Gentlemen : who ſince they generally profels 
much reverence to the word,'tis pity they ſhould 
caft away their adorations on an empty ſhrine. 
The Heathens had T»cantations torecal their dil- 
pleaſed' Deities into' their forſaken Images. TI 
wiſh they would alſo try ſome holy mazick to 
bring back ſomewhat of the primitive divine ſpi- 
rit, to animate this now liveleſs trunk : that they 
who juſtly think it'an wzgertile reproachful thing, 
not to-tave' ſome body whom they call Friend, 
may think it much more ſo, not topay all the real. 
kindneſs due to that appellation. 

5. HAVING thus far given an account 
what are'the proper and juſt imployments of this 
Authority over their ſeveral Relations, our me- 
thod now'requires us to reflet'a little on their 
PraFice; and-that inthe moſt we ſhall find as far 
ſwervingfrom the/rule in this particular,” as aty 
of the former. 'So far; alas, are Gentlemen from 
making'their Power inſtrumental to the infuſing 
good; that there 13'nothing more ordinary than 
to ſee them diſpoſe it to the Earth? The 
was! bony HIRLDR Will ot _ * ſeorn 


A ay fond Y OY 3 fro} fan ff = 


Y ay ",'v 


—_—_— | 


Advantage of Authority. RS 


ſcorn and contempt they publickly caſt upon all 

piety and vertue, teaches their Dependents how 

dead a trade that islike to prove to them. And 
then 'tis very improbable-; that Godlineſs ſhall 

with them caſt the ſcales againſt Gain. He that 

aims toget an Exhibition, ox. any. thing propor- 

: tionable, will ſoon diſcern his way lies .in a quite 

oppoſite road, He muſt find out what Viceof 
the Gentleman he may be, moſt ſerviceable to. 

Sometimes he muſt puryey for. his. Luſt, ſome- 

times for his Intemperance 3. and even when he 

has cloyed thoſe groſler appetites, yet his Pride 

will always remain infatiable. He muſt {ti} pro- 
vide air for that. Camelion, lay out his whole 
breath in flatteries ( a more kelliſh wind.than any 
the Laplanders (ell. )  *Tis this enſhrining bis 
Diang which is the craſt by.which he expects his 
wealth : and therefore whatever other office he 

Org by ſtarts, a Pargſite, is to be his. conſtant 
trade. She AT Y- . YO 4 ng 

- 6..1N like manner their $eruarts are diſciplined 
to be the Miniſters of their Luxuries, .and not 
only to ſerve buttranſcribe. them. The Maſter's 
Vices ſeldom miſs to..be taken up by. the, whole 
Houle, as if they were to be the Cagnizances and 
Badges to witneſs to whom they retained.” And 
thoughfor this they might very well truſt to the 
efficacy of their bare Example, -yet as if they 
could never be ſecure enough of corrypting their 
Families, they too often add to it Precepts and 
| Rulesof Inſtitution. Thusit is ane of the Fun- 
damental Laws of their Hoſpitality, That #0 
| I 2 ſtranger 
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Stranger be ſent Sober away. So that their Houſes” 
may well paſs for ' inchanted Caſtles; no Man 
ſcarce that'comes into them, being able to gyide 
himſelf out. They keep, as it were, ſolemn 
Juſts and Turnements of Debauchery,to challenge 
all comers, and have variety of Champions to 
deal with Combatants of all ranks. 'In ſhort, 
Gentlemens Families are become ſuch perfet A- 
cademies of Licenciouſneſs, that the moſt inno- 
cent Puny will therein a very ſhort time become 
proficient. And this God knows is the ordinary 
improvement they make of their Authority 3 as, 
if they affefted to outbid the tyranny ofthe Turk, 
in ſending a Halter to his Vaſlals, and making 
them their own Executioners 3 or thought it a 
diſparagement to their Qualities, to go to Hel] 
without an honourableRetinue. = | 
7. AS forthe other ſort of power, that which 
they have over their Friezds and intimates, 'tis 
not diſcernible that they manage that better, 
Who almoſt is there, that ſeems at all to advert 
to the Efſential part of Friendſhip ?' What a Ra- 
rity, Thadalmoſt ſaid a corn © 1s it, to find 
( even amongſt thoſe that profeſs the greateſt 
dearneſs ) any that hath either the Courage to 
give, or the Humility to receive an Admonition? 
But in ſtead of thoſe wounds of a Friend, Prov.27. 
6. there'1s nothing more common among them, 
than the kiſſes of an Enemy, ſuch mutual ſoothing 
inul, as rendersit inveterate and incurable 3 and 
like Joabto Amaſa, 2 Sam. 20. 10. ſheds out the 
bowels, when it pretends to kiff. Nay, as if it 
h ; '# ” "were 
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were not ſufficient for them to nouriſh thoſe Vi- 
ces they find already planted, they fow new 
Seeds, communicate their perſonal ones to each 
other, as if the community of Friendſhip obliged 
them mutually to diffuſe their poiſons. Were 
many of the cloſeſt intimacies now adays ranſack- 
cd tothe bottom, it 1s to be feared this would be 
found the baſis and ground-work of them. He 
that hath advanced above the beatenroad,arrived 
to the more elevated myſterious parts of wicked- 
neſs, ( The depths of Satan, as they ſpeak, Rev. 2. 

24. ) would loſe much of the guſt, if he ſhould 
not get fome Confident, to whom at once to 
boaſt, and propagate his Proficiency. Thus ſa- 
crilegioully 1s this venerable relation of Friend- 
ſhip prophaned, by being proſtiruted to the vileſt 
and moſt deteſtable purpoſes3 and by this accur- 
ſed abule ſuffers the ſaddeſt Metamorphoſis, be» 
comes only a Confederacy in fin, a Combination 
and League againſt what they account the com- 
mon Enemies, God and Vertue. : 

- 8. THESE are ſich wretched perverſfions 
of their power,that one would gueſs it were ſome 
great and very conſiderable weight of preſent In» 
tereſ#, that ſhould thus byaſs and diſtort them. 
But when that 1s examin'd, 'twill be found tolie 
. wholly an the other fide» The former Section 
gave us occaſion to diſcern how tranſporting ade- 
light it is, to be the Inſtruments of any good- to 
others. But as there is no goad- can bear propor- 
tion with that which is done to the Soul, ſo cer- 
tainly to-be an Agent in that, muſt far tranſcend 
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the pleaſure of all other Benefaftions. He that 
{o diſpenſes his Bounty,as to engage Men to'Ver- 
tue by it, is indeed. the magnificent Perſon, out- 
vies the moſt profuſe Donations of the greateſt 
Potentates. They can give but :ſome little ipar- 
cels of Earth, he gives Heaven, and hke a migh- 
ty Monarch hath Kings to do him homage. Sq 
he that by well ordering his Family, makes his 
Servants to be God's, does not only oblige the 
Common-wealth, but is asit were a Patrioteven 
to Heaven it ſelf 3 provides it with Inhabitants, 
and helps to ſecure-it from that emptineſs and de- 
population, wherewith the general wickedneſs 
of men ſeem to threaten it.” And then in relation 
toſuch his Servants, he is of all other Maſters 
the moſt bountiful. and. obliging : they provide 
perhaps ſome petty Annuities, . he gives a ſtate of 

Inheritance, nay of Eternity. ' 4111 3 1d 
9. T HIS is. a vaſt Munificence, yet that 
which the arranteſt Worldling can have no temp- 
tation'to grudge. A man may thus without a 
Riddle give much, yet part with nothing, nay, 
acquire that very thing to himſelf, whichihe' dit- 
penſes to others. So that here-is no placefor 
the uſual ( though unjuſt ) Objection of izpore- 
riſbing ones ſelf, which 1s that alone which often 
deads the relliſh, or diyerts the attempt of ether 
Liberalities. And therefore .this ſort which 1s 
reſcued from that ane: poſiible allay, muſt certain- 
Iy yield the moſt,vigorous and unmixt Pleaſure: 
it being ſure,that Bounty bas 1n it ſelf ſo much 
ef- agreement with Humane Nature, as will ine- 
” Or 2, __ POET CINE vitably 
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vitably produce ' Complaceneei: and - Delight, 

where/it isnot ſo interruptedar allayed. 
10: F+ MIG HT'ihereadd ex abrndantz, that 
there is likewiſe a ſecular Profitattehdingit.'' For 
if Gertlemen had their Dependents'truly conſci- 
entious, 'they would be 'of very:much more uſe to 
them. :They might ' employ them ſecurely; and 
need-no other Spies upon them but their -6wn 
Conſciences.* *Twould' not ther be, fo 'many 
Servants; ſo many Thieves and Harpies, bue'fo 
many PaQors- and /Traffickersifor the Maſters 
advantages.So that here againtheir own intereſt 
engages them to this Care: though confeſs !tis 
to be: wiſhed, that (the: former 'moreingenuots 
Motive may be ſo prevalent, as to ſuperſede al} 
uſe-of this 5 it being very unreaſonable that'God 
ſhould-need Auxiliaries from” Zanmmon.'' Y et 
as once the 1/7aeliter borrowed of the: Ze yptians; 
ſo it may not be'amiſsto makethisInferioutton- 
fideration a ſtep to the other more” Noble's/#hat 
even they who have'yet noguſt of tharmoreHe- 
roick - Pleaſure, may - on the-intuition of this 
Worldly:advantage;; endcavour toiimprove their 
Authority to the Spiritualgood of all that belong 
to them. 3 5 20: 
T1. BUT from no part of this Performatice 
may they reap ſo rich ſatisfaftion,'as from" that 
which is exerciſed towards a Friend. Forastheir 
concernment is nearer in him, 'than in the former 
more diſtant Relations, ſo the Pleaſure of doing 
good to him, muſt proportionably encreaſe 3' as 
that heat is moſt intenſe which is conveyed by the 
IS | neareſt 
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neareſt Refletion. He who ſo maintains his Vi- 
tal ſtation in the great Body, as to ſympathize 
with every Member of it,muſt yet neceſlarily have 
the moſt acute ſenſe of what befals thoſe: parts, 
to: which he is moſt immediately. conjoyned. But 
there is no ſtricter Union upon Earth, than that 
of a Virtuous Frierdſbip 3. and then what can be 
. - more ſatisfaftory;- than to: preſerve or advance 
the - Health of that, whoſe Maladies himſelf is 
ſareto feel, to improve and benefit that perſon, 
whois thus become a part of him? Perſons of 
quality love to. deck and imbellifh the: place 
where they inhabit, abhor to dwell in a-Stie or 
Dungeon: but friends dwell in each others. and 
therefore cannot but be delighted in beautifying 
and adorning thoſe Minds they have thus choſen 
to live in; in purging them from all foulneſs and 
pollutions, and rendring-them as pure and-imma- 
culate:3 nay, as ſplendid; and illuſtrious, as is 
poſſible. Certainly,-there is nothing upon Earth 
more raviſhing, than a Friendſhip thus entertain- 
 ed;; *Tis ſome. Anticipation of Heaven, where 
thoſe lines of Love: which ſtretch themſelves to 
every part of the Circumference, do all meet in 
God as their Centre. Itis indeed that which ſur- 
mounts the poflibility of-an exa& deſcription, 
and- reſerves its full diſcovery tobe the prize of 
Experience. Let it be tried, and then I doubt 
not, but he that hath made the Experiment, will 
readily atteſt the pleaſure of thus employing this 


4 


part alſo of his Authority. 
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__—_ 1.27 
of the Laſt Advantage, that of Reputation. | 


[. {HE laſt Advantage is that of Reputer 

| tion and Efteems which, is. generally 
_ Þ|&. .. preſumed the, due of Perſons of Qua; 
lity, upleſs where ſome gerious unworthineſs 
hath cut of the Entail; and. forfeired;.that right, 
And though theſe days have taught, the Vulgas 
to defalk mych ofthat reſpeft which, former Aggs 
paid to Superiorsof all ſorts 3 yet I cannot think 
the Leveling Principle has ſo. univerſally difiu- 
ſed itſelf, as totally to.raſe out all. Impreſſiqns 
ofReverence towards them : ſo. that there till 
remains ſomewhat of this Talent for them. to-ne:; 
gotiate with... It will be their part fa to,manage 
and diſpg! E It, as to bring in profit totheis LY 


% 


by making it alſoan Engine todraw men topiety 
and virtue. , __ mg 2 4#J3Y 

2. T HIS. they may.ſametime do. by Counſel, 
tothe ſucceſs whereof there is nothing more cgn;: 
tributive than, an eſteem of the Adviſer,: maſk 
men being rather apt to, conſider who ſpeaks,than, 
what is ſpoken. And. therefore perſons, whoſe 
Quality and Education have prepoſleſt them 
with an opinion. of their Wiſdom, .have a. great 
advantage towards the working on, them. And, 
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this it will befit them to make diligent uſe of, by 
ſeaſonable advices and exhortations to thoſe 
whom they ſhall. diſcern thus prepared for the wi 
entertaining of them, to take all prudent occafi- Þ| lit 
ons to recommend Chriſtian Prafice tothem, and i fe 
by pulling off thoſe diſguiſes which the falſe mea- Þ in 
ſures of the World have put upon Vice and Vir- Þ A 
tue, to repreſent them intheir true, and native 

ſhapes, the'one the objeft of horror and deteſta- 
tion, the other of love 'and delight. *Fis the ÞÞ it 
want of thisdiſcovery, that has given Impiety | th 
ſofree a range: it has dreſt itſelf upm acoun- Þ th 
terfeit ſplendour, falſe Gems and. Tinſel-gau- Y pc 
dery 3 and in 'this glittering appearanee; it mar-  p1 
ches'on triumphantly, 'receives acclatnations, 
yea, and Obeiſance too,” nay commands” 'noton- i w 
Iy the knees (as every proſperous Ufurper can EU or 
do') but even the hearts, of men.” And' will | je 
none have ſo much Charity, ſo ,much-[Zeal for A 
publick Concern, as to'uncloak this*-Impoſtor, | tt 
and ſhew the dazled World whar it." is it thus  t: 
bows 'to? Perhaps this is Jookt of only .as the © a: 
 biifineſs of Divines3 but certainly would 'Gerzle- 
21en alſo ſet-to it, they were liketo prove the | tt 
more proſperous undertakers. V hat comes on; at 
ly out of the Pulpit, paſſes for the foolzſbnefi of  < 
Preaching, 1 Cor. 1.21. or forthe. diſcourſes of | tl 
thoſe whoſe Trade it is/ to inveigh againſt fin. U G 
All their Tr»yſts being of courſe, andexpetted, | m 
their Yards are as well known too; and we daily BW v 
ſee Vice approve itſelf an expert Fencer againſt 
them, But the . endeavours. of theſe woul = 
| e 
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beliable to thoſe prejudices : a Blow from them 
would come ( like the Revolt of a Confederate) - 
with the advantage of a Surpriſe. And there js 
little doubt, but by friendly and familiar Con-. 
ferences they might many times inſfinuate that. 
into mens breaſts, which the more ſolemn and 
Authoritative Exhortations of Miniſters often 
fail of. | 

3. BU T Counſel will be of little efficacy, if 
it be not ſeconded by Example. They muſt 
therefore look their Lives be ſuch, as may ſhew 
they believe themſelves, whileſt they go about to, 
perſwade others. He that ſhall with never fo, 
preſſing ents dehort a man from that Sin, 
which himſelf at the next opportunity commits, 
will never be ſuppoſed to have any real ill opini- 
on of it, but rather ſo paſſionate a love, that he is 
jealous any but himſelf ſhould have its embraces. 
And then ſurely this will be fo far from averting, 
that it will excite the: appetite of the otherto - 
taſte ofthat which he ſees is thought ſo defirable 
as to be Monopolized. | 

4. INDEED there is nothing by which 
they have ſouniverſal ar i»fluence, as their Ex- 
ample. Things that are ſet in ſome high and 
eminent place, do naturally attra& mens eyes to 
them: ſo that eminency of condition wherein 
Gentlemen are placed,: renders their aGtions 
more obſervable. They are like the Cty our Sa- 
viour ſpeaks of, ſet oz an hiÞ, and have by that 
advantageous fituation the means of. making 
their /ght ſhine farther-than other mens, And- 

EN there- 


therefore it ought to be their-conſtatit care, by 

the bright lyſtre of their exa& and exemplary 

Converſations, to inlightitet the whole ſphere 
wherein they move. Would Gentlemen make this 
their united deſign, what a happy Conſtellation 
of auſpicious Stars would they prove, by whoſe 
benign Afpett the ſterility of Vulgar minds might 
be cured, and even thoſe Clods be inſpirited and 
rendred capable of excellent produttiotis ? 

' 5. FOR what canibe moreperſwaſtve tothoſe 
of the lower Ranks to embrace Vertue, thari to 
ſceit made the eleion of thoſe whom they ſup- 
poſe to have moſt judgment to difcern its value, 
and ſo fall not oh it blindfold, and who have allo 
all: the contrary pleaſures of Sin within their 
reach; nay proſtrate at their feet, fuing for en- 
tertainment, and ſo are not caſt on it by impo- 
tence 2 What a blur and infarmy would it caſt 
upon Vice, if it were once baniſhed out of Gertile 
company ? And how fair a ſtep would it be to- 
wards its excluſion) out of all > We ſee what a 
natural aſpiring thelower ſort have to approach 
to the condition of their Betters. And' though 
that being now aimed only at their Pomps and 
Greatneſs, be no commendable temper, yet 
ſure it were muchin the power of thoſe emulated 
perſons to make it ſo. For would they ſo order 
the matter, that their Vertue ſhould out-ſhine all 
their outward ſplendors, that it ſhould” become 
the charafter and diſtinive note of a Gentleman, 
to be eminently good, this were a way.to con-' 
ſecrate even Ambnion itſelf, by making itan en- 
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gine not to rack and torture men,as common am- 
bitions. do,but to advance them to all vertuousin- 
duſtry. . BI | be 90 Yrs 
6. H E that deſired to ennoble his Family, 
would then begin at- his Mind, caſt out thence 
all baſe and degenerous Inclinations, and make 
himſelf a Gentleman without help: of Heraldry. 
Thus haply might they deceive men into. Piety, 
and make thoſe Emulations,. whoſe firſt riſewas 
meerly from earth, a ladder wherewith to ſcale 
Heaven. And how noble, how excellent a cha- 
rity is this, and yet of all others thecheapelt, it 
having that Proverbial property of Charity, To 
begin: at home { The being good, is-primarily a 
kindneſs ta themſelves, and to others only by 
way of reſult, and propagation, and eafie conſe- 
uence. How unchriſtian, unmanly, yea un» 
Skilful too will it then be, to deny this bene» 
faction, which has that very argument on its 
fide, whichvs oppoſed to other kinds of Libera- 
lities? That fear of leſſening a.mans ſelf, which 
in thoſe contracts and: ſhuts up the bowels, is 
here in all reaſon to enlarge and dilate them : for 
1n thiscaſe men cannot deny, without their own 
greateſt .injury, and diminution. - And ſure 
twould juſtly paſs for a prodigy both of malice 
and folly,; for one ſo.to.avert the benefiting ano» 
ther, as to:incur the greateſt: damage to [himſelf 
In avotdingit. . | 3 3 ng 
7. BUT alas, it is not only Charity either: 
to others:;or; themſelves, which exaCts of them 
thus to: promote Piety among men. ':They:have 
| brought 


— 


brought them{clves under: another more con- 
{ſtraining obligation, T mean that of Jaftice; par- 


ticularly the juſtice of AKeſiztution : for 'tis too 


vilible they have beendeeply acceſlary toits de- 


Cay. : So far have they: been from advifing and 
exciting men: to good, that I fear their perſwa- 


five faculties -have generally been employed to a 
quite diſtant .purpoſe. There are few or none, 


that by their own pious endeavours doat all abate 
the need of the Prieſts exhortations 3 but ma- 
ny that do evacuate their efficacy, by decryingiit 
as the greateſt folly, the moſt unmanly ſubmiſ: 
fion, to yield them any conſideration.” ' As for 
their own Counſels, they are too often in ear- 
neſt, what Solomon's was by way of Irony, Eccl: 
It.9. Walk in the ways of thine heart ' and. jn the 
 ſeght of thine eyes, encouraging and animating 
men to all Senſuality. And” if they diſcern any 
begin to ſtartle at the courie, to' entertain but 2 


ſober thought: of that diſmal end to which it 


leads 3 he is to belaught out of. that Hypocondriack 
fit, taught to look upon it as a ſpice of Phrenſie.' 
The Joud noiſe of roaring Mirth is -re-inforced 
to drown that-poor whiſper of Conſcience, and 
by the ſound as it were of thoſe Trumpets he is 
incited to turn to his courſe, as the horſe ruſt 
eth into the battel, Jer. 8. 6.:all arts: of encou- 


ragement- uſed to embolden him to-:ruwfearleſly 


on to Damnation. This is their. own known 
Recipe—for all pangs and gripes'of. Soul. <: And 


if it be not ot-every days praQtice,' 'tipnot;: that" 
ſuch* 


they have any better -method of Cure; bye” 


SES at 


arts 
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irts of prevention,ſuch rheans of ſtupefafion and 
obduration, that the difeaſe ſeldom occtifs among 
om. * FEW "1 Ne DOING 10005 FORMA OTTY 
8. NOR do'they omit'to'back and fortifie 
this with proportionable Examples +' which God 
knows are ſo many and ſo efficacious, that like 
a diſmal Cloud they overſpread out whole Ho- 
rizon. ' They who are by God deſigned as lights 
to illuminate all about them, have-been the In- 
ſtruments of introducing a more LITE 
darkneſs, thereby exemplifying that” Aphoriſm 
of our Saviours, Matt. 6. 23. If the light that 
k in thee be darknefs, how great 'is that dark- 
neſs. OG 
- W HAT adelugeof Prophaneneſs and Im- 
piety at this day overflows this poor Nation, is 
too viſible not only by the direR, but the reflex- 
ed beams,thoſe ſad Jadgments they have brought 
down upon it. And though there be too many 
ſprings which feed this. Ocean, yet there will 
icarce any be found to have more liberally con- 
tributed, than the open and ſcaridalous' viciout- 
neſs of the Gentry. They who are placed as 
Stars in our Firmament, if they'dart nothing 
but malignant Influences,' what wonder is it, 
if an univerſal Peſt enſue? *Tis they that have 
brought Vice. info countenance, made it the 
mode and faſhion" of the times, fo6' that people 
dread the fingularity of being innocent; and a 
man' may with leſs peril of ſcorn appear in the 
molt ſaperannuated dreſs, than own rhe Obfo- 
lete qualities of Meekneſs, Purity, Sobricty, &c./ 
K How - 


How preat and ſatal a ſnare this - credztable- 
eff of ſin has proved, I fear there are too many 
thouſands of entangled Souls can witneſs. And 
on whom can they more properly charge their 
ruine, than on thoſe who have advanced it to 
this repute in the world? Mens natural pravity 
gives them propenſion more than enough to ill; 
and therefore it hath been the buſineſs of Laws 
both humane and divine to put a bridle upon 
thoſe inclinations, by fear and ſhame to re- 
ſtrain their inordinacy - but this converts the 
bridle into a ſpur, fol thoſe that ſhould dil- 
countenance Vice, thus animate and encourage 
it ? 

10. FOR what a Temptation 1s it tothe vul- 
gar #0 rux to dll exceſs of Riot, when they ſee 
their ſuperiors have beaten the path before them, 
and are themſelves immerſt in the moſt braſh 
ſenſualities * Which of them will endure to be 
reed] when Drunkenneſs {hall be ——_— ſo 
denifying a ity, that it may make a Pea- 
$6... ok __ Da ? When Gentlemen are 
Atheiſtical, Clowns will think themſelves very 
modeſtly wicked, if they be but prophane. And 
when t cy hear their Betters diſcharge - loud 
Volleys of Oaths, they will ſoon find they are 
as well qualified for that part of greatneſs as the 
beſt. Their Toros are as much zherr own, Pſal. 
F2. 4. and will be glad that by fuch an eafie 1m- 
ployment of them they can be Gentlexver ſo good 
cheap. 'Twere as endleſs asunneceflary to enu-: 


\ 
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merate the ſeveral ſorts of infettion, which o | 
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ill examples of great then have diffuſed. ' *Tis. 
too obvious in the moral effe&ts to need any 
other way of diſcovery. And'F am fare it ought 
to be matter of the ſaddeſt refleftion to all wha 
are involved idthat guiltz itbeing a moſt direſul 
accomt which they will one day: have to make, 
who have been the Authors of fach miferable va- 
ftations, turn'd Communities of Men; of Chri- 
ſtians, into Herds of Beaſts, nay into Legionsof 
Devils: _ | Et SE 
. 11, EVERY fin evenof the privateſt ob- 
ſcureſt perſon carries much of conternpt and af- 
front to the Divine Majeſty * but great mens vi- 
ces are of a yet more giantly frame,, they pro- 
claim ſolemn War with Heaven, levy forces, 
and draw in mulcitudes of abettors andconfede- 
rates in their hoſtilities. And G6d knows this 
kind of Un-evangelical vioknce the kingdom of 
Heater daily ſuffers. Obthat the Chieftains and 
Leaders of theie unhappy troops, would at laſt 
think fit to ſound a retreat 3 that they would, in 
pity if not to themfelves, yet ro their ſeduced 
followers, ceaſe thus deſperately to ruſh on upon 
the mouth of the Canon, the- Jaws of. Hel! ! 
And not only fo, but that they would alſo en- 
deavourto bring them into ſome terms of accord 
with that omnipotent Enemy they have provo- 
ked 3 bytheir own penitent and reformed lives 
teach them the poſtures of humility and ſubmiſ- 
fon, as they have formerly done thar of defi- 
ance, This certainly is that to which commory 
equity obhiges them,” reparation of injuries being + 
wn K 2 coft- 
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confefledly an-indiſpenſable part of juſtice. And 
certainly there can no-1njury exceed, .nay equal 
- this of betraying mer to; eternal ruine + and con- 
ſequently nothing leſs than the utmeſt induſtry 
to repair it can be any. competent expiation. God 
grant all thoſe, whoſe guilt-gives. them a pecu- 
. Har title to this admonition, may own their.right 
to it by a particular and ſerious. application, fuch 
' as may for the future engage 'them to the moſt 
zealous endeavour of reforming not only them- 
ſelves, but others, for reſcuing 'itheir reputation 
from that fouleſt blot, of being an agent for $a- 
tan, and advancing it to that higheſt dignity of 
being ſerviceable to God. 

12. BU T theres little hope they will right- 
ly conſider the uſe,' who are ſo utterly miſtaken 
in-the nature of true reputation. A man of He- 
our is now underſtood only to be one that can 
ſtart and maintain a. Quarrel. that for evefy the 
triflingeſt injury expectslike Lamech, Gen. 4.24. 
| to be avenged. ſeyenty and ſeven ſold; that de- 
ſpiſes the Chriſtian precepts of Meekneſs, Long- 
ſuffering, and Forgiveneſs, '. as rudiments of 
cowardize and unmanly-pulillanimity, and has 
no other meaſure of courage and gallantry, but 

| by an utter oppoſition to all thoſe:;.' And whileſt 
' reputation 1s thus hung only at. the point of the 
ſword. 'trs a very fit inſtrument to deſtroy bo- 
dies, but fure not to ſave Souls.. We find daily 
many occaſionsto.complain of the Tyranny of 
Cuſtom and Opinion, .but' ſcarce any where {0 
much as In thoſe unjuſt. and abſurd Laws an 
| ave 
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have impoſed: in-chis matter-2'»which were they 
confideringly'weighed would ſurely evince the m 
juch contemptible- Legiſlators, as would be 
enough to dethrone and depoſe them from that 
uſurped - Empire ' they - mow: maintain_1n.:the 
world. — fin 3 gottsfipet mednoa 
13.” T:Ontake only a ſhort: and curſory view 
of them, we ſhall in the firſt-place-find them to be. 
horribly impious. For what'car'be more fo,.than 
thus to tear-:off thoſe ſignatures of Honour, 
which God himſelf hath impreſt, and vilifie'thoſe 
whom he. hath-dignified 2 God has pronounced 
that it is the'dzſcretion of © man that deferreth .his 
anger, and it:1s-h3 glory t6. puſs aver: a tranſgreſ-. 
fron,” Prov..19:1t;:And-again,>He that is ſlow to 
anger is better than'the- might), and he that ruleth 
his ſpirit, than hethat taketha City, Prov. 16.32» 
But this new; notion” of Honour: proclaims the 
quite contrary; be paſſes for 'a-Phlegmatick fool; 
whoſe bloud-boils not: at the: firſt glimple of an 
Atiront 3 and'tis Gallantry te: offer; many Inju- 
ries, but ignomimious. Tameneſs.to bear one: .. It 
has always:been the indi{putable-prerogative of 
Kings to be the Fountains of Honour, whatan im-: 
pious daring/is'it then to deveſt him of that. pri-. 
viledge, by:whom Kings rezgn'? To-cancelihis Pa- 
tents, and mark-them out as the objeds of ſcorn, 
to whom God gives ſo gloriousateſtimony ? Yer 
thus is it daily done to the;men,. whom the King 
of Kings will honour; theſe are all the Triumphs 
theſe Mordetay's muſt expeCtz an evidence how 
much worſe they are than Hamar, that aliot 
Kk 3 them, 
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them: . Certainly there cannot be an at of grea- 


ter defiance againſt the Divine Majeſty;than thus. 


to reverſe his Decrees. And upon this hoſtility 
and oppoſition againſt Heaven it 1s, that all the 
private Quarrels, and Combates on Earth are ( as 
'on their foundation) ſuperſtructed; ſo that to 
initiatea Duelliſt, his firſt GhaVowge muſt be di- 
rected againſt God himſelf. 

14. NOR are thefe falſe meaſures of Ho» 
nour more oppolte to Religion, than Prudence. 
The gloſles the Swvrd-wmer have put upon the one 


fundamental Law of:Not bearing an Injury, have: 


introduced ſuch a multitude of ridiculous Pun- 
Rilio's, that the next Ape will be in danger of 
receivingthe Fable of Dow £uixot for Authen- 
tick Hiſtory. And I ſee not- with what juſtice 
this can laugh at them im him ad his Squire $#-- 
cho, and yet think therh ſerious enough to govern 
menin their moſt real and weighty concernments, 
It would indeed aſtonifhany ſober perſon tocon+ 
ſider, what Chimere's they are, to which men 1a- 
crifice all that ought to be dear to:'them. How 
many Ducts have been fought, how many men 
kill d, C when neither of the Combatants were ſa 
implacable but that they could willingly have 
cotapounded the matter) only becauſe they 
thought point of Honour ' exatfted it, and the 
declaring it would be inglorions? Cettamly the 
Gallies 1s a ſtate of petfedt liberty, compared 
with this bondage. Ant were the Releaſe from 
thoſe neceſſarily to infer a ſubjedion to this, 
were thoſe Slavesobliged thus to beeome Genzte- 

m meu, 
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men, 1 ſhould ceaſe my wonder why fomany of 
them bave-defpiſed a manumitiion. For thus to 
have a mans Eſtate, his Life, yea Soul too, at 
the mercy of Popular breath, (not only to be 
loſt, but-loſt by hisown.a& ) is allavery beyond 
all that the moſt abje&creathre ever groaned un- 
der. And-yet ſo prodigioutly abſurd is the World, 
as to cut this out for the Berjawin's portzon, make 
it the eſpecial and peculiar priviledge of Gextle- 
wen. They are (et upon a Theatre, and as the 
Gladiators of old muſt kill one another, only to 
entertain Spectators, And who would not think 
Zedlam the only Seminary to breed men np for 
luch a Trade £2 Yet fo univerſal is this Lunacy, 
that one may ſuſpect the Infticution of that Hoſ- 
pital is perverted, that that ancloſes only the So- 
ber perſons, whileſt the Fraurick run looſe about 
the World. | 
\. I5. BUT perhaps the more Malicious Duel- 
lers will think themſelves exempt from this num- 
ber, becauſe 'tis their owr fatisfattion which 
they defign -in 1t - their Enemies bloud will 
make ſodelicious a Draught for their Revenge, 
that they gaſp after it, and: think it a pleaſure 
well worthy their purſuit. But ſure theſe differ 
from the former, not as Wiſe. men from Fools, 
but as a worſe Natured Foot from a better. He 
that would juſtifie the rationalneſs of any Adven- 
ture, muſt;provethe Prize at leaſt ro equal the 
worth of that ke hazards for it, But who that 
conſiders he has a Soul, can ſeriouſly ſet it at fo 
cantemptible a rate? Or. what man in his wirs, 
K 4 that 
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that believes a Hell;will ſay the pleaſure ofa Re- 
venge can countervail thoſe pains? Nay indeed, 
none can with any :pretence put. it:1n: ballance 
with;the meer loſs of Lite.:- For he that 1s killd 
( as every-man:may be:that fights.), can have no 
{enſe of that pleaſure,” and:ſo becomes -uncapable 
of the;compenſation,jf that were able to make it. 
Nay,;L hall deſcend yetlower,and with ſome con: 
tidence affirm, that the:unealie conſequences even 
of the victory do quite overwhelm the ſatisfacti- 
on. ForthisI darerefer my ſelf to any. of thoſe 
who have had the unhappy Triumph of a Mnrae- 
rer, and doubt not that if - they will ſpeaks their 
experiences, they: will ;tell us that the cry of 
their Adverſaries bloud in their Conſcience, did 
utterly extinguiſh-the: reliſh of it in their Fancy. 
Or if they-were perſons who were hardned againſt 
all ſenſe of Divine vengeance, yet the fear of Hu» 
mane was abundantly enough to defeat them of 
that pleaſure they expected : fo mpoflible- is it 
ro gather:Grapes of theſe thorns, to reap any con- 
tentment! from ſounchrfſtian an Attempt. Their 
Revenge is not compleated without /Bloud : and 
if they have it, it proves a Torrent to carry away 
that imaginary Delight they projected from it. 
And then what. colour of reaſon:oan any man 
bring, why he ſhould thus ſe bis ſoul for noneght, 
and become a Platonick to Damnartion':s 

16. BUF Kevernge has two ill-matcht qualt- 
ties, Blindneſs and Impetuoſity 3 and fo-all its 
darts, though they. carry force and venome 
enough to deſiray all about them, yer by ny 
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ill-aimed:revert-mortally on the breaſt whence 
they were ſhot. ;:Cextainly there: is not in the 
world a more prodigious Infatuation, than that 
which rules in, this affair. - What can be more 
fenſeleſs,. than for me, when. a.man-has done-me 
an Injury, to think to wipe oft: that by expoſing 
my {elf tomore? When be has givenme theLye, 
to.invite himta give me the Stab too? Did'ever 
any man attempt ta make.up a breach by widen- 
ing it? | To cloſe his-wound by tearing it further 2: 
The Phyficians1ndeed talk-of.amethod of curing) 
fſome.Diſeaſes by:Majeration:c: but ſure Injuries: 
ate:not in the number of thoſe-maladies, not ca-; 
pable.of that way pf gemedy;.;The greater may 
'tis-poſſible,, overwhelm; :but-. not. cuxe the Jets; 
as the'more moderate Pains become jnſenſible by 
the: ſuperveniency:of the mote; acute. Yet Lpre- 
ſume:none-will /applaud his choice, that ſhould 
call-for the Rack nadrown the pain:of.a Cut fire 
ger, 'which-yetas'no hyperbolical Emblem of this 
ſort of Revengez:::  -* 2 SI: 1:15 9nftsb 

{17; B ULT befides all this;; aur. mroderr (Gal- 
la#try is treacheroyy to. it ſelf, 'confutes; its owy 
pretenſion, and:whileſt it vainly aſflumes the. Mon 
nopoly of Courage, is indeed the .meaneſt, C03 
wardiſe in the: Warld.' That by which we uſe tq 
difcriminate baſe; fear, from juſt caution, ,is:the 
formidableneſs:of..the objett: feared. No: man. is 
reproached for pot ſtanding the inundation ofthe - 
Sea'z but to quake. at ſtepping -over a'Gutter, 
would be a ridiculous timorouſheſs, - *'Twould 
be neither wonder nor ſhame torun from the pur- 
| | ſait 
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ſuit of a Lion 5 but to be chaſed by a barking 
Whelp, is the property of an Hare, nor: of a 
Man. - And according to this meaſure, what 
wretched Cowardsare our greateſt HeFors For 
what can be more contempriblethan thoſe unjuſt 
Scorns of mew they ſo tremble at? Which if 
they were ſureto be univerſal, yet what real ill 
can they do a man,who does not by his own fan- 
cy lendthem an wherewith to wound him? 
But neither can- this be che Caſe, till all both 
Chriſtianity and Sobriety be quite worn out of 
the world. For to a Chriſtian, 'tis certain the 
irrelipion of Fighting a Duel waald be the moſt 
infamons thing, and even to a ſober Heathen the 
folly of it would be (6 too : ſo that he can bein 
no danger of cither of their Reproaches,for de- 
clining it. And when theſe areſet aſide, who is 
there whoſe cenſure can be at all conſiderable ? 
Yet this ſo pitiful deſpicable thing is it, which 
fo terrifies and amazes them. - And haw ſhall we 
define Cowardifſe, if this be not it ? 

--18. A N D. asit has the nature, io has it the 
| Fate of it too, whichuſually is by fleemgan ima» 
ginary danger, to fall into a real. Men fight, 
that they may not be thought Cowards 3 and by 
_ they do not only become indeed fo, but 
alſo ruſhthemſelves npon other far more formi-+ 
dable miſchiefs, run from a Seatcrow into a Pre+ 
eipice. And now what a Riddle is this thing they 


call Galantry, which fo ſtartles at the weakeſt 


noiſe, yet ſtands undauntedly the ſtroke of a 
Thunderbolt ? They wha ſodread the reproach 
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of vain impotent men, do yet confidently en- 
counter the anger of the omnipotent God 3 andif 
Valour and Fool-hardineſs were not very diſtant 
things, would confute my whole argument by 
making it evideat, that they dare be damned. 
Thus by a ſtrange kind of inverted operatioatheir 
Fear makes them bold : would God that 4antipe- 
riſtaſcs might go on to work, til that Boldneſs 
baveagatn brought them to a fear, I mean that 
penicential Feat, proper to thoſe who thus delt- 
berately provoke the Divine Majeſty. 

19. AND thatvery Deliberat6on is a circuth- 
ſtance of ſo great an enhancement, as unmeafu- 
rably heightens the fin. Sudden a&ts may be ca- 
pableof tome alleviations by the ſurpriſe they 
make on a mans [pirit : but contrived and preme- 
ditated Crimes can have no tmilder appearance . 
than of obſtmare Rebellion. And this apgravati 
on cat: ſcarceever be wanting to. # Dae! 5 many 
hours, if hnotdays intervening between the De» 
fignment and the Execution. And in that inter= 
val 'tis not poſlible for allthe Opiare Recent in 
Satan's Dibealitory to keep the! Conſcience fb 
drowſie,-that it ſhall not ſtartle, but it will wn» 
doubtedly repreſent to a man thehortor of rthac 
he is going about 2 which isnoleſrhan the enga+ 
ging himſelfin a double Murder, his own, aud 
his Adverſaries. For the wiltul hazard of both 
faſtens on him the guilt, though both happen to 
 larvivethe Combate. Burif it be his own fare 
to fall ( as he has mach reaſdn to expeR, wha 
thus puts himſelf gut of Gods protetion, nay 


dares 
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dares/his vengeance ) what poſſible hope canre- 
main-for him, :who: thus: dies:1n that very att of 
the /greateſt ſin? We: are generally apt to think 
but uncomfortably of thoſe who wake away them- 
ſelves:: but.certainly: many of thoſe deſerve to be 
Canonized, in rcompariſon with a man that dies 
in"Dxel 3 the Principle of that being often an ex- 
celliveFearof God, which fure- is leſs culpable, 
than a prophane contempt of him.: - Beſides the 
temptation in - that caſe is uſually more violent 
and impetuous 5-1tbeing (it not begot, yet)che- 
riſht and fomented. by. Melancholy,: the moſt an- 
tractable and obſtinate of all humours: whereas 
the ſuggeſtion to this hath no-luch/ Auxiliary'to 
aid ir, tbe original of Quarrels being frequently 
from too free a Jollity. And laſthy,that; ofhow: 
heinous a kind' ſoever, is yet; but a ſingle fin; 
whereas this, as1 ſaid before, involves a twofold 
guilt. - And of how. crimſon a: colour muſt that 
ut appear before Gods Tribunal, that is thus 
double-dyed in Bloud ! dl S035 In 
:: 20. AN D now whocan chuſe |but cry outin 
the -Prophet E/ay's ſtile, Hear 'O Heavers, and 
hearken O Earth { What ſtrain of: wonder and 
amazement can bear proportion with the deſpe- 
rate madneſs of men, that cat thus knowingly 
and confideringly ruſh themſelves upon ſuch un- 
ſpeakable miſchiefs? Eſpecially fince here they 
want even that miſerable Referve, which ſerves 
to. embolden them to other fins, viz. the hope of 
a future repentance. For thoſe that make but 
the:{\lighteſt meaſures of that, can ſcarce fancy 
any 
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any opportunities of it in this cafe: ſince tq him 
that dies, there ſeldom remains any ſpace of in- 
terval between his.ſin and his death, no time for 
thoſe clouds to gather, thoſe penitentialfſhowres 
to deſcend,; which ſhould waſh away his bloud- 
guiltineſs'; orif there did, yet what expettation 
1s there he ſhould imploy it to any effe&t?: Such 
preſumptuous conſiderate fins naturally work an 
obduration in the heart, which nothing but an 
extraordinary grace can remove; and after fuch 
an high and daring provocation, tis very reafon- 
able to:expect God ſhould. withdraw even the 
loweſt degrees, but ſure not that he ſhould add 

higher. | 
21. THESE Conſiderations are-all of them 
foobvious, that they naturally ſuggeſt' them- 
ſelves. Andcertainly they are ſo weighty and 
prefling, that 'tis a Prodigy to ſee they ſhould be 
{o univerſally incffteQual: which can proceed 
from nothing but the want of clofe and ſerious 
application. Would men dare but to meet ſingle 
with their own ſober thoughts, tweuld certainly 
ſuperſede all other Dae/s. There remains there- 
fore nothing for me to add, but to invite them to 
this one Encounter, to beſeech them to grapple 
a-while but-with the force of Reaſon, a Combat 
of all others the fecureſt, where to be ſubdued is 
more glorious than to conquer in any other : and 
when it has deſpoiled them of that falſe courage, 
which expoſes them to ſuch diſmal ruines,: to 
permit it to re-inſpirit them with a true one; ſuch 
as.may give them daring enough to ffand-up 
| againſt 
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| againft this ſo more than Barbarous a cuſtom 5 to 
endeavour to baniſh it out of Chriſtendom, and fo 


take off that Reproach which our profefiionlics 


under from ſo inpious a praftice, which having 
no other Tenure but Preſcription, there needs 
nothing but Deſuetude to deſtroy it. Let every 
man for his own part ftridtly abſtain from it, and 
avow the doing ſo, ahd then by ceafing to be # 
Faſhion, it wilt ceafe ta be at all. 

22. BUT themiſery of it is, no man will aſ- 
ſume to be leader in this ſo noble an Enterprite, 
to begin this ſo neceſlary a Reformation : which 
though it have ſo much more of compliance even 
to carnal Intereſts, than it's contrary, that I 
doubt not many wifh it wereuniverſal ; yet till 


it be ſo, they think 'twill be uncreditable to any 


particular perſon. But were that the certain 
event of it, 'tis ſure that reproach ought to bede- 
fpiſed, when it comes in competition with Duty, 
In this caſe the reſolution of David ( as great a 
Smord-man as any of them ) is moſt proper; 7 
will yet be moyevile thanthus, 2 San. 6422. And 
certainly a man cannot paſs amore glottous Mar- 
tyrdom, than to ſuffer ignominy upon ſuch an 
2ccount. I am ſure 'tis a real ſhame to! ſee thay 
men can offer violence to all their deareſt com- 
plicated Intereſts, to comply with tha un- 


chriſtiancuſtom, yet cannot crots a ſingle imagis 


nary one, to ſuppreſs it. gf 
23. NAY the truth is, they create Pun&i- 
lio'sin thiscaſe, by which themſelves will noc be 
govere'd in anyother. In a common Fire does 
any 
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any man ſuſpend bis own endeavours, till he fee 
the whole Town running to quench the flame £ 
Or if one of theſe popular perſons had beenof the 
Philiſtims company, when the houſe began to fad, 
ors 16. 30. would he have ſpdreaded the {ingu- 
arity of a ſolitary eſcape, as not tohave ey 
ted 1t, till ſhoals of others had led the way #5 We 
have had ſome experience, under what prejudice 
a publick, A& falls, that is by its makers precly- 
ded from being a preſident. And ſure theſe men 
do tacitly ( yet very intelligibly ) accuſe the un- 
reaſonableneſs of this fear, whileſt they confige 
itto this fingle inſtance. And methinks 'twere 
but juſt, they ſhould be required to be conſenta- 
neous to themſelves, and act in other things by 
the ſame meaſures; which would prove ſo ſharp 
a penance, as were more likely toreduce them to 
ſobriety, than all the force of Argument. | 
24. BU T beſides this ſevere Remedy, there 
15 ſurean Antidote againſt this Malzdy, a way to 
ſeparate the Duty from the Contempt which 
their fancies have ſo cloſely annext to it : and 
that is by making their lives ſo uniformly Chi 
ſtian, thatit may beevident, 'tis Conſcience,uot 
Fear that works with them, Without this I 
know indeed no ſecurity from reproach. For to 
lee a man, who tramples uponall other commands 
of God, catch up this, as a Buckler againff a 
Challenger, wha can be ſo blindly charitable, as 
to impute this to any thing but Cowardiſe ? But 
whea the whole tratt of a mans Life is one contj- 
nyed courſe of Obedience, Dom Fapert be 
ou 
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"ſhould violate that upon this occaſion. To this 
may beadded/a'chearfut and free expoſing him- 
ſelf roall warrantable dangers, when any publick 
occalion of hazard'is offered : if hethen ſhew him- 
ſelf daring, twill 'be apparent, that 'tis not the 
fear of Death, but Sin,which locks up his Sword 
' from private Dxels. Or when'there is no oþpor- 
' tunity of this ative valour, Jet him approve his 
paſſive by a contented, nay joyful ſubmiſſion to 
any ſuffering, that atterids the diſcharge of a'good 
"Conſcience : and of this there is little fear (ih 
theſe days eſpecially) to want occaſions.” He 
that does this,will be in no danger to bedefametl 
for declining Dxels : but on the contrary fuch an 
*equable piety will extort reverence from all:there 


| being ſuch a venerable amiability in it, that the 


"moſt prophane do even againſt their wills bear it 
ſome injrard Teipert, [Lf oHEf 1 - 
25. LE T not men therefore ' pretend the 
Fear of: Reproach, as an Excuſe, fince here is {6 
'ready a Salvo to that Objettion : but let them by 
an affiduous praftice of all other Chriſtjan Vir- 
tues, render this alſo ſecure to them, and quali» 
fie themſelves. for the propagating it to others. 
And Oh,that we could once ſeeall other quarrels 
amongſt Gertlemer converted into this one holy 
contention, who ſhould be forwardeſt in this He- 
roick attempt. 'Tis the falſe notion of Honour, 
| that isone of Satan's principal Citadels, hke Z- 
on to the Jebuſites: and the aſſaulting ' of that, 
would be an atchievement of ſo much glory,that 
he that could proſper in it, might juſtly chal- 
wo lenge 


—— 
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fenge the dignity which David there promiſes, 
2 Sam. 5. 8. of being Chief. and Captain. Here 
then they may lawfully quench their thirſt ol 
Honour, yea and that of Revenge too, by wreck- 
ing their utmoſt malice on this their ſo grand 
Enemy. Letitbe remembred how long it hath 
befooled and cheated rhe World,and be expoſed 
toall the ſhames and deteſtation of a diſcovered 
Impoſtor. Nay let it be brought to a ſolemn 
Arraignment, thoſe innumerable Murders, of 
which it has been guilty, charged on it, and pro- 
ſecuted to death, ſo'-utterly extinguifhed,” that 
it may never again appear in the World, whileſt 
all good men applaud the juſtice,” and'ſay, £0 let 
all thine Enemies periſh, O Lord. 

26. HAVING thus refteted on the com- 
mon Abuſes of Reputation, all that reniains 1s to 
conſider how injurious men are to themſelves in 
their ill managery of this Talent, which might be 
improved not only totheir final account,buteven 
their preſent pleaſure. For firſt, he that by ſea- 
lonable advice reſcues any man from a courſe of 
ſin, will infallibly feel ſo: unuttetable a compla- 
cency in having done fo, that he will find he'was 
kind to himſelf, as well as the other, and wilt 
haveno temptation to think himſelf unprofitably 
Imployed, though that were to be his only Re- 
ward. This bringing ſinners to repentanceis ſo 
noble, ſo tempting a delign, that it drew even. 
God himſelf from Heaven to proſecute it 3' and 
that not by cheap and ealie' means, but by all 
thoſe Sufferings, which humane Nature moſt 
| | L trembles 


146 THE GENTLEMAN CALLING. 


trembles at- yet ſuch was the joy of Man's ſalva- 
tion, which was ſet before hizz, as enabled him to 
endure the Croſs, and deſpiſe the ſhame, Heb. 12.2, 
How rich a bargain will it then be to a man to 
partake with him in that joy, to ſhare with himin 
. that prize, upon ſo much eaſier terms,to pay but 
a little breath for that which exhauſted his bloud, 
and to become( in a lower inferior ſenſe ) a Sa- 
viour without a Croſs ? 

27. I'N like manner, he that by a ſtri& and 


exemplary converſation ſets himſelf up a /and- 


mark to direct men in this turbulent and dange- 
rous Sea, his light, *tis true,goes forth to others, 
but the warmth and cheriſhing heat of it remains 
within his own breaſt. What chearful, what 
exulting reflexions may he make upon himſelf, 
that can make good St. Pan's proteſtation, 4&s 
20. 26. that he 7s pure from the bloud of all men? 
That he hath not by any ſcandalous Example en- 
ſnared any ſoul 3 but on the contrary hath by po- 
fitive illuſtrious atts of Virtue endeavoured foto 
adorn his Chriſtian Profeſſion, as to draw in Pro- 
ſelytes not to the Name, but the obedience of 
Chriſt? That hath made it his buſineſs to ſtand 
mn the Gap, not only by his Interceſſions with 
God againſt the Plagues, but by his endeavours 
with Men againſt the fins of the Nation, and by a 
ſteady oppoſing himſelf againſt the inundation of 
profanenels and licentiouſneſs, hath invited 
others to-give ſome ſtop to thoſe impure torrents? 
It has always been accounted ſo glorious a thing 
ro redeem ones Countrey from ſlavery, that men 
have 
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have thought their greateſt hazards amply paid 
with the Title of a Patriot. But there is no vaſ- 
fallage ſo ignoble, no ſervitude ſo miferable, as 
that of Vice, and conſequently no attempt ſo 
worthy, ſoingenuous, ſo ſatisfactory to the un- 
dertaker, astobreak that yoke. He that aſpires 
tono more than a private Innocence, 1s only on 
the defenſive part, ſtands upon his guard againſt 
Satan : but he that aims at this ſort of publick. 
Reformations, maintains an invalive War againſt 
him, and fo more ſhakes his kingdom. The re- 
ducing of any finner is the diſpollefling him of 10 
much of his uſurpt territory, and weakens his 
Empire in the world. This is indeed the true 
Publick Spirit: which though many have pretend- 
edto, from whom we diſcern nothing of theſe 
effefts 3 yet thoſe very pretenfions bear witneſs 
to the excellency ofthe thing, and ought to ani- 
mate mento be indeed, what ſomany have cove- 
ted tobethought- | 
28. Il SUPPOSE Inced not goonto the 

other inſtance : every mans ſenſe, without con- 
fulting either his Reaſon or Religion, will be 
able to pronounce that 'tis. better ro be in Peace 
than Hoftility,- tohave a whole than a wounded 
body, to keep ſecurely his own ſtation, than to 
be hunted like a Partridge on the Mountains by the 
Avenger of Blond. The greater is the Miracle; 
that men who in all other inſtances deyote them- 
ſelves wholly to their ſenſuality, ſhould here on- 
ly abjure it 3 that when body and ſoul come in 
competition; live as if they had no foul, yer up- - 
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_ ontthis occaſion can dare,as if they. had no bodies. 
Ohthat men fhould be ſuch 111 husbands of their 
ſafferings, and thus enhance Satan's markets ! 
Alas, Hel is a Purchaſe will never be taken out 
of their hands 3 how many Chapmen ſoever they 
ſee about it, they may ſecure their Eſtate there 
firm. enough by thoſe fins they have more guſt 

of : why ſhould they be thus madly prodigalto | 
out-bid the common rate? Muſt Gentlemen buy | . 
Damnation, as they uſually do Wares, dearer 
than other men ? How 1s Perdition become {10 
amiable, that like Rachel, a double ſervitude is ta 
judged light for it 3 whileft Heaven in the mean | ;;, 
time, like Zeah,is ſomuch deſþiſed,that'tisthought I[ (: 
aninjury to have that obtruded on them, though I ;4, 
upon the eaſieſt terms? Certainly they are I *7 
ſtrange transforming Opticks which theſe men ol 
make uſe of, Would God they could be but IF ;, 
perſwaded, if not to break, yet at leaſt for a t 
whileto lay by thoſe falſe Glaſſes, and behold Iſl ;; 
things in their genuine and proper ſhapes: and ſu 
then I doubt not they will diſcern that Honourto | 7, 
be Infamy, which ſets men at defiance with God; iſ ,, 
and that Reputation then alone becomes eſti- | 
mable, when like a River it pays 1ts Tribute to 
the Ocean, promotes his Glory, at whoſe feet | ;; 
Kings ( without diminution _) caſt both them- | ;; 
"elves and Crowns: be 


SECT. 


SECT. 1X, 


THE CONCLUSION. 


. TE have now according to our 
| propoſed Method, ſurveyed di- 
v ſtin@ly 'thoſe' ſeveral Advan- 
tages which Gentlemen enjoy, and may ſurely giv? 
the ſame teſtimony which Caleb and Joſhua did of 
Canaan, Numb, 14. The Land which we paſled 
thorow to ſearch it, is. an exceeding good Land. 
'Tis a rich and fertile Soil wherein theſe men are 
planted, ſuch as hath a natural aptitude and vigour 
to produce the moſt excellent Fruits. But Paradiſe 
#tſelf required dreſſing, and therefore we find Adam 
had that work aſſzgned him in his Innocence. - And 
ſurely theſe his Sons may well ſubmit to the ſame 
Task.: by the faithful diſcharge whereof they may 
_ ſome approaches towards that his priſtine 
Fate. | | 

2. IT need not be again inculcated,that all theſe 
their Receits have their ſpecial and particular euds 
in Gods aſſignment. *'Twill be more uſeful to remen- 
ber them, how nearly they are concern'd not to per- 
vert the Counſel of God againſt themſelves, by neg- 
þ--4 fo give. them their due expeFed improve-. 
ents. For though he bea moſt liberal, yet is he not 

4 negligent Maſter, but keeps an exa@# and pun&ual 
EN L 3 account 
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account of whatever he thas delivers out, and will not 
fail ſeverely to avenge the embezeling of his Goods. 
* Indeed ſuch an abuſe has ſo Fatal an Efficacy,that it 
quite changes their Nature, converts them from bleſ- 
fings to the heavizſt Curſes : would God too many 
men had not thus exemplified their own deſtru@ive 
power, and by a kind of Anti-creation brought 
Darkneſs out of Light. = 
3. BUT tis pity they ſhould be permitted tq 
ſleep in that Darkneſs, which themſelves haue made. 
And therefore if this little Trait ſhall Fall into any 
ſach hands, it muſt avow to come upon that uncivil, 
yet friendly Errand, to diſturb their reſt, to awake 
then to ſome Conſideration, and as Philip's Mori- 
tour was toremember him, that he was but a Man, 
fo to put them in mind, that in the midſt of their 
Freeſt enjoyments they are ftill but Stewards, and 
know not how ſoon their Lord may ſummon them to 
their Accounts. And with that confuſion and con: 
fternation muſt they appear at the great Audit, who 
have ſo unfaithfully managed their truſt 2 Tis there- 
fore now no longer time to ally, but by an aſſiduowe 
care and diligence to endeavonr to redeent their paſt 
iU-hmtbandry, leſt they run the Fate of that Evil 
Servant mentioned, Matth. 24. be ſurprized in the 


midſt f their Tnordinaties, and have their portion 


aſſigne 
teeth. | 

'4+ AND now what Objetion C42 they poſſibly 
nake againſt this ſo neceſſary a Cantjon, which is 
founded upon ſuch Motives, as ſhould methinks in- 
fallibly prevail upon all ſorts of temper: ? If. BY 


ave 


thew in weeping and | gnalhing of 
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have any ſenſe of Fear, ' here are thoſe Terrors of the 
Lord, which are amazing enongh to ſet even a Bel- 
ſhazzar ( though with the Cup at his Mouth,his Con- 
cubines by his ſide )) a trembling. Certaizly he muſt 
not be only frozen but petrified in deſperate impiety, 
whone even a glimpſe of thoſe eternal flames will not 
be able to diſſolve. 

5. BUT if Fear (though of God ) be toa dege- 
nerows 4 Paſſion for a Gentleman to own,this advice 
can upon as good grounds addreſs it ſelf to their 
Hope : . there is as well the Joy of the Lord for the 
Faithful, as the outer Darkneſs for the unprofi- 
table Servant. For though God have Right of ab- © 
ſolute Dominion, and might exad# obedience on his 
bare command ;, yet he is more pleaſed to ſhew hims 
ſelf a BenefaFor than « Lord, and therefore de- 
ſcends totreat with men by the more gentle and invir 
ting methods of Promiſes and Rewards, Nay itt» 
deed the end of his Commands is only to make ws ca- 
pable SubjeFs of thoſe Eternal Felicities he deferes 
to beſtow. And this ſurely is enough to excite men19 
a diligent negotiating with thoſe Talents they have 
received, ſince it is indecd themſelves they are tras 
ding for. The ſtock it is true is Gods, but all the in- . 
creaſe of it will by his beanty certainly devolve ore 
themr. And therefore as Naaman's Servants 
thought the cure he was in purſuit of, deſerved 4 
ſubmiſſion to the ſevereſt Preſcriptions, it the Pro- 
phet had bid thee do ſome great thing, would(t 
thou not havedone it? 2 Kings 5.3. - So ſurely © 
we may conclude thaſe endleff Joys propoſed by God, - 
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are cheaply earned even by the moſt. exhauſting La> 
bours, the moſt vigorous Tasks: ES 
»6."-B.UT ſuch is the tenderneſs and Indulgence 
of our gracious Mafter,ſo earneſt his deſire of his diſ- 
penſing his Rewards, that he will not truſt mens ſloth 
and folly with ſuch a. pretence of defeating them- 
ſelves 5 and therefore hath annexed no ſuch Condi- 
80. We have ſeen, through all the ſeveral parts of 
"Duty. which conſtitutethe Gentleman's Calling, 
that they. are of a quite diſtant ſrame, not Toils but 
Refreſhments, not Tokes but Growns, ſuch 4s differ 
only in ſize from thoſe Celeſtial ones to which they 
tends ſo that here is bait even ts the greateſt Volup- 
. tary. And whothat obſerves how many ſuch there 
. be, would exped& this Fruit of Paradiſe ſhould ftill 
hanguntouched £ Tet ſuch a prepoſterous Temperance 
have they put on, that they areproof againſt all theſe 
allurements. Good God ! what contradi@ions are 
men made up of | It is the buſineſs of their lives tq 
purſue pleaſures, and yet when thoſe of the moſt refi- 
med and exquiſite ſort wonld run into their embraces, 
they grow coy,and carinot be courted to receive them. 
ve daily ſee the Devil hath his Martyrs: it ſeems 
he hath his Aſceticks too. And ſo witty is the World 
gromn in creating ſins, that they have found out alin 
of ſelf-denial. ould God theſe abſurd Mortifiers 
might beperſwaded toremit ſomewhat of their ſeve- 
rity. The moſt rigid Orders in Religion have ſtill 
#ndulged ſome relaxation, ſome times of Feſtivity*: 
why ſhould Satan's Potaries be ſo much more zealow 
than God s, as to make their abſtinences ſo perpett- 
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7. IT ſpeaks indeed the Cruelty of that Maſter 
they ſerve, but ſo it does his Policy-alſo. He well 
knows that if theſe Divine Lights ſhould but inſinuate 
themſelves, they. would ſoon undermine his whole 
Foundation: ſo raviſhing and 'attra&ijve are they, 
that nothing but a.perfe& Ignorance of them can be 
Amulet ſufficient againſt their Charms, And there> 
ore it is his neceſſary concern to-keep men from ever 
taſting of them,the leaſt reliſh whereof would be ſure 
to make them deſpiſe all his adulterated Delicacies. 
So we ſee he can give ſome rational account of. his, 
part of the matter. But what can' Men ſay for them- 
ſelves, who play his Game for him, even when their 
own Souls are at the ſtakethat at once renounce that 
Eternal intereſt, and. Preſent pleaſure? This js in- 
deed 'in David's Phraſe; 2.Sam. 3. 33. to die as a 
Fool dieth. Theit hands are not bound, nor their 
feet: put into —_ #0 extrinſickh, hindrance lies on 
them, why they may not ſtretch forth their Hand to 
this'Tree of .life,: and -eat and live happily there; 
and gloriouſly forever. And.yet like Solomon's 
.fiuggard they hide "their hands in their bqiom, 
and-will not ſo much as bring them to; their 
mouths, Prov. 19. 24 1 Rv. 
8. THIS is ſo ſtupid a Folly, as.aone that pre- 
tends tocommon:ſenſe;would in any worldly concergr 
ment be guilty of. Will any man renounce,a rich utx 
chargeable Reverſion, when he 35.not-only woogdybat 
bribed by a conſiderable $num inhand not to diſchain; 
it I fear there. are few:ſo' mottified -to.'Wealth, 
as to do it upon the ſcore of Selfxdetial ; and fure n0 
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mwan would be thought in bis wits, that ſhould do it 


pon any other. For what jealouſies ſoeuer he had 
entertained of the Security, or Value of that future 
Eſtate, yet the preſent viſible profit would deſerve his 
confideration. There is but one circumſtance imagi- 
xable, that could reaſonably avert him, and that is 
the {aſpition of Deceit,that the Coin which is offer- 
ed hime is ſalſe and adulterate. And that I may not 


| be under a neceſſity of pronouncing ſo many men mat, 


I ſhall ſuppoſe it not unlikely that this ſcruple may oc- 
cur totheme in the preſent Caſe. They have ſo long 
brought all their Bullion to Satan's Mint, ſuffered 
him to ſtamp their Pleaſures, that none will now 
paſs for current with thew, which has not his Im- 
preſs: and upon this account "tis too probable they 
may diſtruſt the validity of the preſent Payment,diſ- 


| believe thepleaſantneſi of thoſe Duties 7 heave here 


recommended to their Enjoyment, as well as Pra- 
Bice. Nor ſhall I deſire to impoſe on their belief, 
but ſhall very willingly wave their Faith, and appeal 
to their Senſe. But then they muſs remember, that 
that is uncapable of judging by any other means but 
Experience: ard therefore if al that has been ad- 
dreft to their Reaſon be.inefſe@ual, that remains 


#5 the laſt reſerve ſor their convincement. Let eve-- 


”7 one of them ſeriouſly and conſcientiouſly. [et 
- the A ray ( and allow only Ys ſo bs 
difficulty, as naturally attend: the interrupting a 
contrery Cuſtom ) and then let hin if he can, doubt 
of the Pleaſure. Let him allow himſelf but this 
one Medium to i»#fer it, and 1 ſhall defie his diſſext 


io 
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jo the Conclufion. Let him ſow with me this 

 bandfyl of Seed in the Tears of true Contrition for 
remembring his Duty and Intereſts ſo late, and I 

ſhall reft confident he will reap in joy in this World, 

and carry the news of it 10 another, even thither 

alſo bring his ſheaves with him, abundance of 
Fruit to his account, be beſt bere, and crowh'd 

eternally. 


LONDON, : 


Printed for Robert Pawlet, at the Sign of the 


Bible in Chancery-Lane, near Fleetſtreet, - 
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BLESSED Lord, I thy wretched 
Creature, thy not only unprofitable 
and flothful, but wicked Servant, do 

here proſtrate my ſelf at thy Feet, humbly ac- 
knowledging that I have moſt perverſly and 
moſt treacheroully miſ-imployed thoſe many 
precious Talents wherewith thou haſt intruſt- 
ed me. - I have, O Lord, unworthily abuſed 
thoſe. common Mercies which thou haſt afford- 
ed me as a Man, and a Chriſtian, my whole 
life having been a continued reſiſtance to the 
Di&ates both of Reaſon and Religion. But 
I have yet farther perverted thoſe more ſpecial 
Liberalities of thine, whereby thou haſt aflayed 
to vanquiſh and melt an ungrateful heart. My 
Knowledge hath had no influence on my Choi- 
ces, but I have obſtinately;purtued  thofe ways, 
which I knew led to the Chambers of Death, 
and by advancing my Sins from Ignorances to 
Preſumptions, hath ſerved only to 'render me 
liable to. the greater- number of ſtripes. That 
Wealth whereby I ſhould have glorified Thee, 
and ſuccoured my Brethren, 1 have 'cotverted 
| into 
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into fuel to maintain and accend my Covetouſ- 


neſs, Pride and Luxury, fo levying War a- 


gain(t Thee with thine own Treafure. Thus 
unfaithful, -O- Lord, have I been in the un- 
righteous Mammon 3 and yho then ſhall com- 
mit to my truſt the true Riches? I have waſt- 
ed that Time thou haſt given me, to work out 
my own Salvation, vainly and impertinently, 
nay often fo viciouſly and impiouſly, that Tdle- 
neſs, though a Crying fin of Sodowz, hath been 
the (ilenteſt of my guilts, the greater portion 


.of my Days having been devoted-either to the 


purſuit or enjoyment of my brutiſh Pleaſures, 
fo making it my buſineſs to provide for the. Fleſh 


to fulfil the Luſts thereof; and 'of thoſe' ma- 
.ny Days and Years thou haſt afforded me, how 


few minutes are there of which I can give any 


tolerable account to Thee, or my own. Soul ? - 


Nay, O Lord, as if my fingle and perſonal 
Impicties had been too little, I have propa- 
gated them to Others, and have made thar Au- 
thority and Eſteem, which-thou -gaveſt me for 
better purpoſes, the- means of enfaaring all 
whom my Intereſt or Example could ſeduce. 
And now, O Lord, how unknown aſtoniſhing 
a- weight of guilt do I lie under, that am to 
anſwer for ſo many -Sins of Other men, as 
well as my ſelf, that have thus been a Snare on 
M3zpah, and a Net ſpread'' on Mount Tabor, 
the Inſtrument of entangling : and © betraying 
ſo many Souls? O merciful Lord, who de- 
Ighteſt not in the death of a- finner, look with 


pity 
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pity both on them, and me; Give me a ſincere 
and earneſt. Repentance, for my own offences; 
and if it be thy bleſſed will, make me ſome way 
inſtrumental to the begetting the Iike in them, 
that I may be as contributive to their Recovery, 
as I have beet to their Fall : Andlet the confci- 
ouſnels of my great Sloth and Unfaithfulneſs in 
all the parts of my Stewardſhip, excite me to a 
more diligent and induſtrious improvement of 
all thoſe advantages thou haſt put into my 
hands, for thy glory, the benefit of my, Bre- 
thren, and the eternal joy of my own Soul: 
Grant this, O gracious Lord, for his ſake who 
"came to Call ſinners to Repentance, Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord: 


A Thanksgiving. 


MOST gracious and moſt bountiful 
| Lord, who doſt good unto all, but 
haſt in an extraordinary meaſure 
abounded to methy unworthteſt Servant. Ide- 
fire with all exuberant thankfulneſs of heart, 
to confeſs and celebrate this thy grear good- 
neſs. Lord, thou haſt not been to me a Wil- 
derneſs, a Land of Darkneſs, but haſt cauſed 

my Lot to fall ig" a fair ground. Thou haft 
| | M ot 
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ges for ' the comfortable ſyp- ti 
port of the one, an 


_ titudes of others. Thou haſt liberally given 4 
me of the Dew of Heaven, and fatneſs of the 
Earth, an aſſurance of all thoſe good things 
which may both oblige and affiſt me chearful- -_ 
ly to ſerve Thee. O let not my Heart like 
Gideon's Fleece remain dry, whileſt all about 
It is thus plentifully watered from Heaven 3. 
but give me, TI beſeech thee, ſuch a fenſe of 
thy Mercy, as may expreſs itfelf in a- con- 
ſtant and zealous-Obedience. Thou haſt done 
fo much for. this meaneſt Plant in thy” Vine- 
yard, dreſt it and fenced it abqut with Thy 
Grace and Providence 5 and having. ' built a 
Wine-preſs, mayeſt moſt reaſonably expect - 
ſome Cluſters to be brought to it at the Vin- 
tage. Olet not ſo gracious, ſo equitable a 
demand be fruſtrated, when thou lookeſt it 
ſhould bring forth Grapes, let it not bring forth 
wilde Grapes; let not thoſe Advantages I enjoy 
above others, tempt me to exalt my ſelf, or de- 
fpiſe them, but grant me always to remember 
that it is Thou only that makeſt me differ from 
another. Lord, let thy Methods be my Do- 
cuments, thy Diſpenſations of Indulgence to- 
wards me, the Engagements-and: Bands of the 
cloſeſt and moſt inviolable Duty, that that 
| Eminency 
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Eminency of condition wherein Thou haſt placed 
me inthis World, may be an effetual Admoni- 
tion to me to be eminent in Virtue, that Men 
ſeeing my good Works, may glorifie Thee my 
Heavenly Father, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord 
and bleſſed Saviour. 


A Prayer. 


T H OU moſt Righteous and Impar- 

tial Judge, ' who deſpiſeſt not the 

mean, nor accepteſt the perſons ofthe 
Mig ty, Make me always to remember and ſert- 
oufly'to conſider, that none of thoſe outward 
Priviledges I enjoy among men, can exempt me 
from thy ſevere Tribunal, but that 1 ſhall one 
day be brought to Judgment, as for all that I 
have done in the fleſh, ſo particularly for thoſe 
ſpecial and peculiar Advantages, whereby thou 
haſt diſcriminated me from my meaner Bre- 
thren- And oh let theſe Terrors of the Lord 
timely perſwade, yea conſtrain me to a chear-" 
ful imploying of all IT have received, to thoſe 
ends for which thou haſt beſtowed them, Lord, 
grant that the Knowledge thou haſt given me 
may have ſuch an efficacy on my Practice, 
that it may always guide, never ypbraid me. 

ny And 
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And as thou haſt. opened. thy hand wide to me 
in. temporal. Plenty, ſo enlarge my heart in 
Thankfulneſs toward Thee, and in Compaſſion 
and Bounty toward thy poor: Members : I am 
not ſtraitned by thee, O let me: not be ſtrait- 
ned in my own bowels; let neither: Covetoul- 
neſs nor Riot-make me poor in the midſt of 
Riches, but grant me that true Enjoyment 
which Confiſts in a Charitable diſpenſing of 
them, that forſaking all the unſatisfying nau- 
| ſeated pleaſures of Luxury, I may purchaſe ta 
þ « my ſelf that more- ſolid tranſcending delight of 
ſuccouring the diſtreſles of my fellow-Chriſti- 
ans. . Lord, ſuffer not my; wealth to be only 
a Jlading with thick Clay, nor the Ruſt of it 
to bear witneſs againſt me, but rather 'make 
me of the number of thoſe. that need relief, 
than of thoſe who. want hearts to give it.. And 
fiance in thy gracious Providence thou haſt 
placed me 1n a condition of eaſe and vacancy, 
O let me not pervert it intoa life of Idlenels 
and Scnſuality, let me not be leſs, but better 
bufied than other men.  O never ſuffer me to 
incur the guilt of reproach of being more re- 
mi's or indifierent in mv entercourſe with 
-» Tace, than others are of 'their traffigque with 
the World, of having leſs care. of my ownand 
ether mens immortal Souls, than they have of 
their corruptible bodies z but make me ſo 10- 
duſtriquſly to husband every minute of that 
prefioys 44mg Ahpa Tondeſt|wwe beter 9p may 
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be in order_ to a bleſſed Eternity both of my 
ſelf, and as many more as thou ſhalt put with- 
in my reach. O let not any perſons ever have 
cauſe to accuſe their relation to me, for be- 
traying them to Sin here, or Miſery hereafter; 
but grant that all that are under my care or 
power, may receive ſuch wholſome influence 
from me, as may nouriſh all Chriſtian Praftice 
among themz And, Lord, grant that my Ex- 
ample may be ſuch to all, that IT never proveto 
any an occaſion of Falling : Let me never con- 
tribute to that power and empire which Vice 
has gotten in the world, but with a ſteady cou- 
rage oppoſe all Impiety, how cuſtomary or ſuc- 
cesful ſoeverz Let me think nothing Honour- 
able, bat what bears Thy ſtamp and impreſs on 
it, but engage, and animate, and inflame my 
benumm'd breaſt,to the moſt eager and vigorous 
endeavour of recovering diſcountenanc'd Vir- 
tue to ſome eſteem and reputation among men. 
And, O Lord, grant that by an aſhduous Pra- 
(tice of all -Duty, I may arrive' to ſuch a guſt 
and reliſh of it, as may utterly ſupplant any 
ſenſual delights in my own heart, and may al- 
' ſo qualifie me experimentally to aſſure others 
how ſweet the Lord is, that I may be an effes 
Qual C though unworthy ) Inſtrument in thy. 
hand of drawing many to the Obedience of 
Chriſt, and that renouncing all the vain tor- 
turing Ambitions of this World, I may aſpire 
to no other honaur but that of being approved 
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by Thee as a good and faithful Servant; that by 


U thy mercy having my infirmities covered, and b 
my Sincerity accepted, I may at laſt be admit- 
'Y ted into the Joy of my Lord, through the me- 
rits of Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed Saviour and Me- 
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A Catalogue of ſome Books printed for, and ſold 
by Robert Pawlet, at the Bible i» Chancery- 
Lane, near Fleetſtreet. | 


He Whole Duty of Man, laid down n a plain and fa- 

 miliar way for the uſe of All, but eſpecially the Mean- 

eſt Reader ; Neceſſary for all Families ; with private De- 
votions for ſeveral Occaſions, 

The Gentlemas's Calling, Written by the Author of The 
Whole Duty of Man. | 

The Cauſes of the Decay of Chriſtian Piety ,, Or an Im- 
partial Survey of the Ruines of Chriſtian Religion, Under- 
. min'd by Unchriſtian PraEtice : By the Author of The hole 
Duty of Man. 

A Scholaſtical Hiſtory of the Canon of the roy Scrip- 
ture ; Or the Certain and Indubitate books thereof as they 
are received in the Church of Ergland : By Dr. Cop, 
Lord Biſhop of Darham., | 

Golden Remains of the ever Memorable Mr. 7ohn Hales 
of Eton-Colledge, &C. 

Divine Breathings, or a Pious Soul thirſting after Chriſt, 
inan hundred excellent Meditations, 

Diſſertatio de Urim & Thummim, iu qua eorum natura &* 
Origo non paucorum Rituum Moſaicorum Rationes & obſcuri- 
ora quedam ſcriptare loca,probabiliter explicantar : Authore 
7oanne Spencero: $.T,D. Coll, (corp. Chriſt. in Academ. 
Cantab, Prefelto. 

Hugo Grotius de Rebus Belgicis, Or the Annals and Hiſto- 
ry ofthe Low-Countrey Wars in Engliſh, wherein is mani- 
feſted, that the United Netherlands are endebted for the 
glory of their Conqueſts to the Valour of the Exg/zh. 

A Treatiſe of the Englſo Particles ; ſhewing much,of the 
variety of their ſignifications and uſes in Engliſh ; .and how 
to render them into Latin, according to the,propriety.and 
elegancy of that language ; with a Praxis upon ſhefame : 


EW 


By william Walker, B, D. School-maſter of Grantham, 


The Royal Grammar, commonly called Zi/tes Gram- ; 
mar explained, opening the meaning of the Rules with great 
plainneſs ro the underſtanding of Children ofthe meaneſt ca- - 
paciry, with choice obſervations on the ſame from the beſt | 
Authors : By 7. Walker, B, D. Author of the Treatiſe of ; 
Engliſh Particles, | 

A Treatiſe proving Spirits, Witches, and ſupernatural x 

WM operations by pregnant Inſtances and Evidences : By Meric - 
Ec Caſaubon, D, D. | 
E. A Catalogue of the names of all the Parliaments or repu- 

ted Parliaments, from the year 1640. | | 

A Narrative. of ſome Paſſages in or relating to the Long ” 
Parliament, by a perſon of Honour, 

Sober Inſpections 1nto the Lorg Parliament : By 7ames ns 
Howel Eſquire. 1 

Dr. Sprackling againſt the Chymiſts. H 
Fe Nemeſixz's Nature of Man, in Engliſh ; By G, Withers, | 

ent. 

Inconveniences of Toleration, A 

Toleration Intollerable, | - 


A Letter abour Comprehenſion, ; 

A Colleion of Canons, Articles and Injunctions of the 
Church of England : By eAnthony Sparrow, Lord Bilhop I} », 
of Exon. iy 
A A Rationale on the Book of Common-prayer of the 
3; Church of England: By Anth. Sparrow, Lord Biſhop of | 7, 
b-- Exon. | | 

The Biſhop of Exoxs Caution to his Dioceſe againſt falſe 

doQrines : delivered in a Sermon at his Primary Viſitation. 

A Thankſgiving Sermon preach'd before the King, by = 

7. Dolben, D. D. Dean of Weſtminſter, and Clerk of the 
- Cloſer, - 

Biſhop Brownrigs Sermon on the Gunpowder Treaſon. 

A Lette® to a perſon of Qualiry concerning the Fines re- E 
ceived by the Churchat irs Reſtauration, wherein by the 
Inſtance of one of the richeſt Cathedrals, a fair gueſs _——_ 
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made at the receipts and. disburſements of all the ref}. 

A Narrative or Journal of the Proceedings of the Lord 
Holes and the Lord Coventry, Ambaſſadors Plenipotentiary 
for the Treaty at Breda : Written by a' perſon of Quality 
concerned in that Ambaſſie. | 

A Narrative of the Burning of Londos 1666, with an ac- 
count of the Loſſes, and a molt remarkable Parallel between 
irand MO SCO, bothas to the Plague and Fire. 

The Converted Twins, a Tragedy. 

Llaellyns three Sermons on the Kings Murder. | 

A ColleRtion of the Rules and Orders now uſed in Chan- 
cery, . .. 

Tter Lucitanicam, Orthe Portugal Voyage, with what 
memorable paſſages interven'd at the Shipping, and in the 
Tranſportation at her Sacred Majelly Katherine, Queen of 
of Great Britain, from Lisbox to England : By Dr, Samnel 
Hynde. 

A Charge given by the moſt Eminent and Learned Sir 
Francis Bacon, »at a Seſlions for the Verge, declaring the 
Juriſdi&tion thereof, and the offences therein inquirable, as 
well by the Common Law as by ſeveral Statutes, 

Mr. Whites learned Tract of the Laws of Englavd. 

Graphice, Or the Uſe of the Pen and Penbl in Deſigning, 
Drawing and Painting : By Sir William Sanderſon, Knighr. 

Hypocrates Aphoriſmes in Engliſh, 

The Communicant 1n{truQted for worthy Receiving the 
Lords Supper : By Tho. Trot, of Barkſton near Granthars.. 

Biſhop Laxad's Devotions. | 

Petavius's Hiſtory of the World. 
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|, $a Abridgment of the Law. Price 40 ſo1ll5ng-. 

Pultons Collection of Statutes now in force and uſe. 

Price 50 5, | | 
Raftels- Book of Entries. 3 < 


Lord 


Tar "aaks Book of & ties: 3b. 
| Reports 1g Fi ' micka Table. Wh Ins 

— —_— his Commentatyion Liteletox.” 18.5. * AN 

——— his Commentary on. Adagns Charts, 14 4. | 

—-- his Pleas of the Crown. 6x. ' _. 

-—-— his Jurifiction ef Courts, $ <, 

_ Mr. Pryns Anzmadverſions onthe Lord Crt «Tart | 
on-of Courts: 12, 5, 

Daltons Office of Sheriffs, 12 7. 

Complear Clerk.- 12 5. 

Wingates Abridgment of the Statutes in. Foree and Uſe. 
6 5. 

Compleat Attorney. 3 -. 

Littletons Tenures, French, ard Englich, 25. 64d, 

Moyles Bonk of Entries. 2s. Gd. * 

Terms of the Law. 4 5. 

Dyer Reports, witha Table, 18 -. 

Newly Prir. ted, 

Afllitary and Maritine Diſcipline, in Three Baaks. 

Book I. Afilitary Obſervations, or TaFicks put into 
Prattice for the Exerciſe of Horſe ard Foot ; the Original 
of Enſignes, the Poſtures of their Colours ; With Sir 
Francs Veres Dire&ions for Officers ; And a ſmall Lreatiſe 
of Invaſion : By Captain Thomas Yenn, 

Book II, An exact Method. of Military eArchitefture, 
the Art of Fortifying Towns ;, with the ways of Defending 
and Offending. the fame: Rendred into, E ngliſh by fob 
Lacey, our of the Works of the late Learned Mathematician 
eAnarew T acquet. 

Together with Corre&tions made by the Count de Paga'n 
and Sir Sam. Moreland's Methods 0:  Delineating all manner 
of Fortifications. 

Book III. The Compleat Gznner, 1n three Parts, Shew- 
ing the Art of Founding of Great Orduance:; making Gun- 
powder , the taking of Heights and, Diſtances either with or 
withour Inſtruments ; with the nature of Fire-works : 


_ Tranſlated out of Caſo mir, Die Wo; Uifans and: Hexam, &C, 


To which 1s 2dded the Doftrine 05 P rojefts, &c, 


